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GRAZING: Ten ways COVID-19 has changed the
foodie experience in Atlanta

During the pandemic, treat yourself to dinner and yourself

CLIFF BOSTOCK

he coronavirus pandemic has
‘wrought complete chaos in Atlantas
restaurant and bar community.
Anything definitive I might try to
say about the scene would be completely
changed by the time you read this. So, my
purpose here is to look at some of the general
effects of the pandemic from my own and a
few others’ personal perspectives. Let’s start
with the particularly amazing resilience of
neighborhood restaurants, without which,
could turn into heartbreaking loss.

Tve lived in Grant Park for 25 years, and
during the last six of those, I've walked the
three blocks to Grant Central Pizza alone ev-
ery Wednesday. The draw is the weekly spe-
cial, chicken piccata with mashed potatoes,
but I've also formed all the attachments that
make neighborhood restaurants so compel-
ling in that “Cheers” sort of way.

‘Well, sort of.

Where nobody knows your name no
more

Personally, I hate people, but I enjoy
watching them in the way children love
watching the animals in the zoo down the
road. I do, however, actually love Grant Cen-
trals staff — particularly Jessy Forney, the
young front-of-the-house manager for almost
eight years. I started my weekly visits soon
after my life turned to shit, and, in need of
distraction, I bought a television for the first
time in 35 years. One day, I heard Jessy going
on about some TV program. At that moment
she became my TV mentor, but, over the
years, she also became someone whose mind
[ realized was wonderfully weird and far
more brilliant than she realized herself. She
also operates a pet-sitting business — that
business is also down — and I've made it my
goal to get her to become a therapist special-
izing in emotional support animals.

Grant Central, like most neighborhood
restaurants, discontinued inside dining when
the pandemic arrived. It is lucky in that, as a
pizzeria, it already had a great takeout busi-
ness, whereas many other small neighbor-
hood restaurants have been severely crippled
or killed by the pandemic. Jessy, who had to
let most of the staff go, now works the make-
shift take-out counter that allows people to

GRANT CENTRAL PIZZA: Jessy Forney.

come into the restaurant for pickup as long
as they wear masks and keep their distance.
Now and then, someone goes Karen, particu-
larly with the younger staff members.

She Jessy misses her customers as much
as we miss her. ‘It makes me teary-eyed
thinking of it,” she wrote me. “I miss things
like our ‘Friday Night Crew, where I would
get to talk to all these amazing regulars about
the past week. I have regulars who would
come in almost daily after hours of the
trauma-infused Atlanta traffic, and we would
chat about all kinds of interesting things

or nothing at all. There are a lot of smiles.
T'miss.” She also mentioned our ritual of
recounting TV plots and strange dreams we
had on Tuesday nights.

Generally, she copes with the loss of
income and uncertainty with the help of
meditation. If there’s a silver lining around,
she says the sudden increase in free time has
led her down a new path of self-examination.
Fine, girl, but don't go all sane on us.

It may be a pandemic, but we be in-
a-gadda-da-vida with a little bear...

Takeout and patios have saved the restau-
rant industry. While Little Bear in Summer-
hill does not offer the latter, it does provide
$55, multi-course takeout meals for two that

i
i
2
b
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LITTLE BEAR: Jarrett Stieber.
are absolutely the city’s most compelling.
It’s difficult to describe owner/chef Jarrett
Stieber’s cuisine without sounding silly.
But when I look at his food, I often recall a
quote from playwright Luigi Pirandello that
captioned a black light poster of  fish in a
tree in my freshman dormitory room: ‘Life
is full of infinite absurdities, which, strangely
enough, do not even need to appear plausible,
since they are true” His food is culinary the-
ater of the absurd so good it had the James
Beard committee giving him a (metaphorical)
standing ovation last year.

Speaking as someone with a useless PhD
in psychology, I think Stieber's absurdism
is really, really good for mental health. The
pandemic, the racial strife, and the jack-o-
lantern's bid for reelection have turned our
collective skull into a cauldron of bubbling
ugliness. Stieber's cooking is the contrary. It's
a melding of seemingly disparate elements
into a beautiful landscape that's going to fill
you with wonder — as in “Wonderland” —
instead of disgust. One recent example that
Stieber “absolutely loved” was a “butternut
squash salad dressed with smoked fig, yung
lemongrass, aji limon chili, dried cucumber
seasoning, and holy basil.” He also mentioned
— I'm editing — “a fun posset dessert, a
medieval cream pudding thickened by citric

LTTLE BEAR: Gherkin Cucumber & Fig
salad.

LTTLE BEAR: Posset with Summer Fruit.

acid ... topped with what we referred to as

a ‘terrarium-like mélange of nutty choco
crunch mix — pretentious flowers, mountain
mint, and benne seed.” Yeah, boy.

Stieber, whom I profiled in our May issue,
opened Little Bear only two weeks before
restaurants were closed by mandate. Since
his work was already nationally renowned as

001508 2417

001508 2411
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Nicely done, beef.
h only need one

Plant-based bugers
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VOTED #6 BEST BURGER — Atlanta Magazine
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Systemic racism

Prosecutors are also guilty

JON RAPPING AND SAM STARKS

ationwide, we are grappling with
systemic racism and the unequal
treatment of black and brown
people in our justice system. With

23 million people locked up in the United

States, disproportionately people of color,

mass incarceration is one of the most pressing

civil rights issues of our generation. Indeed,

while the killing of Black Americans by

police officers makes headlines, our prisons

are being filled with POC, their sentencing

and imprisonment fueled by the same racism

that has Americans demonstrating across this

country. In Atlanta, the cradle of the civil rights

movement and a mecca of black leadership, the

move to adopt progressive policies on criminal

justice and civil rights lags far behind that in

other major cities.

The Atlanta Public Schools (APS) “cheating”
scandal is a textbook example of overcriminal-
ization and prosecutorial discretion gone amok,
compounded by an unjust sentence of first-
time offenders to serve years in prison. It is a
glaring illustration of a scorched-earth prosecu-
torial mindset that has sparked a movement of
reform-minded prosecutors nationwide — one
which has yet to be embraced in Atlanta.

More than a decade after cheating was first
alleged, the ghost of this scandal continues to
haunt Atlanta. Rightfully so. This case has al-
ways been about so much more than cheating.
It is about an approach to prosecution out of
step with national reformist trends, and the hu-
man toll of prosecutors who stubbornly refuse
to acknowledge the harm they have done. It is
well past time for prosecutors to acknowledge
this harm and put the case behind us.

The controversy surrounding the APS pros-
ecution became a central issue in the recent
district attorney election in Fulton County.
During the campaign, many within the com-
munity expressed their disgust with the prison
sentences imposed on the APS educators,
demanding that this injustice be addressed. A
group of lawyers (we, the two writers of this
article, among them), activists, and grassroots
and civil rights organizations pushed each of
the three candidates — Paul Howard, Fani Wil-
lis, and Christian Wise Smith — to adopt posi-
tions critical to moving beyond the punitive ap-
proach to prosecution that has come to define
Fulton County. Among these demands was an
acknowledgement that the APS prosecution
was an unjust abuse of discretion, and a com-
mitment to mitigate the harm to the educators.

Both Howard and Willis refused. Smith,
however, opted for a truly progressive platform,
which included the explicit condemnation of

the APS prosecution and the promise to do
‘what he could to mitigate the ensuing harm.
‘This position certainly helped Smith garner
roughly 40000 votes in the general election,
‘which represents a huge segment of voters
‘who rejected everything the APS prosecution
represents. In the wake of the runoff election
between Howard and Willis, Smith approached
those two candidates to embrace his platform.
'Among his requests was that each agree to
address the injustice of the APS case. Willis
refused. Howard agreed and took steps to dem-
onstrate his commitment to undo this injustice.
For this he faced harsh criticism from the me-
diaand from Willis, who accused him of acting
solely for political gain.

Howard and Willis share responsibility
for the APS prosecutions, but while Howard
expressed a willingness to revisit the APS
sentences in response to legitimate community
concerns, Willis has not. Although belatedly,
Howard agreed to allow convicted APS teach-
ers whose cases are pending appeal to avoid
prison in exchange for dismissal of their ap-
peals. Facing criticism that this decision was
nefarious and politically motivated, Howard ex-
pressed his commitment to fighting to ensure
that no more teachers would go to prison.

‘When prosecutors abuse their discretion,
unjustly decimating lives in the process, there
is never an inappropriate time to correct that
injustice. Undoubtedly, it took pressure from
voters to inspire Howard’s decision. He cer-
tainly may have been influenced by his motiva-
‘tion to win re-election, but that does not make
his decision unjust or unethical. We live ina
society where prosecutors and politicians own
a laundry list of injustices which they have
helped engineer. They should never be discour-
aged from taking steps to undo an injustice,
even if that decision is politically motivated.
For better or for worse, they are elected of-
ficials. Community members should demand
they act consistent with justice at all times.

‘Whether Howard keeps his assurance in his
final months in office that he will push to put
this case behind us will answer the question
of whether his commitment to mitigating the
harm caused by the APS prosecution was, as
his critics warned, an unprincipled effort to
garner votes during a heated election campaign.
Should he fail to act, it will appear that his crit-
ics accurately characterized his pre-election po-
sition as disingenuous. We hope that is not the
case and he will stand by his pledge to correct
the injustice of the APS sentences, and that he
will be supported in this effort by Judge Baxter
and Willis.

For the complete version of this story,
please visit creativeloafing.com
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PETLUV CAT CARRIER’S BRIAN COHN SERVES DINNER AT HOME: Blondie enjoys Pork Volcanes
al Pastor.

a pop-up called Eat Me Speak Me, take-out
business sold out quickly every week, but he
told me things had faltered for two weeks
when we communicated in mid-August. I
blame it on the Dog Days. So. I urge you to
lay off the DMT, put down your copy of Food
of the Gods and investigate Little Bear on
Instagram, @littlebearatl. (More about Stieber
below)

Food porn blossoms in the pandemic,
proving Freud to be intelligent ...

Talk to any online sex-toy merchant
and hell tell you business is booming, since
everyone is regressing by necessity to the
teenage joys of masturbation. Combine that
with the fact that many people are, in Freud’s
terms, sublimating the erotic through artistry
— the artistry of cooking in the present con-
text. In short, we are living in a perfect storm
of food porn. Brian Cohn of PetLuv Cat Car-

rier fame demonstrates the full spectrum by
serving a fab dinner to a maskless but safe
lady friend. She is enjoying “Pork Volcanes
al Pastor,” tacos whose recipe he found in
the March issue of Bon Appetit. The pork

is shaved super-thin and flavored with lime
juice and three different chilies, topped with
melted Oaxaca cheese, which adds to the
“lava’ that gives the dish its volcanic name.
Brian, the most adamantly sheltered-at-home
person T know, manages to order all his cook-
ing ingredients online without difficulty. I
asked him the most difficult part of cooking
in the pandemic. ‘Cooking for one leaves
aton of leftovers.” What has he learned?
“When working with hot peppers, do not
touch your eyes or private parts.”

Racism matters not when you got
white pride! Grow up! Let the POC taste
the icing of the privilegeds’ cake!

WD WV AsaLncD

Is it a surprise that the F
$660-billion restaurant
and food service industry
is as contaminated with
racism as the rest of the
USS. economy? Almost
surreally, Susan DeRose,
the owner of OK Café,
smacked Atlantans in the
face with that reality dur-
ing, of all things, a march
down West Paces Ferry
organized by Buckhead-
4BlackLives to oppose the
police murder of George
Floyd. DeRose hung a
banner on the restaurant
that chastised Black Lives.
Matter with an allusion

g
5

DINNER PARTY DUO: Eric Varner (left) and Brad Lapin on

to the myth of lazy black
people: “Lives that matter
are made with positive
purpose” It was a shock-
ingly thoughtless action, since she has long
been controversial for decorating a wall with
a supposedly arty representation of the old
Georgia flag, which appropriates the image
of the Confederate battle flag. She removed
the banner and flag and explained it all away
while seriously laying claim to “white pride”
Her actions provoked a storm of promises to
boycott the café and her two other restau-
rants, Bones and Blue Ridge Grill, but we'll
see. Americans have a habit of backsliding
into institutionalized norms of prejudice. Go-
ing deeper, we need to acknowledge that rac-
ism enforces the economic classism required
by increasingly unregulated capitalism.
Atlanta, like many U.S. cities, has become a
prime example of the privileged sweeping the
already marginalized to the city’s edges. (Be
gone! Do not sully our BeltLine!) Graciously,
members of enlightened corporate royalty
now reverse the edict of Marie Antoinette
and urge their peers to eat cake made with
soul. Atlanta Magazine, for example, provides
its largely white readership with a daring
list of black-owned restaurants to patronize.
Bless their hearts, they mean well, and the
dollars handed out by tourists in the heart of
darkness will help entrepreneurs a bit, but in
the bigger picture, it's a truly trivial gesture.
Ending the enablement of genocide, racism,
and fascism require sacrifice by the privi-
leged themselves — not just sharing a bit of
the icing of their privilege.

They have shattered the dinnerware
and nothing is the same!

For the antisocial like me, the pandemic
at first seemed like paradise. There was no
traffic and no need to concoct excuses not
0 go to parties. Not so for my friends writer
Brad Lapin and professor Eric Varner. For
them, it brought a screeching halt to the din-
ner parties they host unrelentingly at their

their wedding day.

dual homes in Atlanta and Rome. Now, they
compensate by cooking two meals a day for
themselves, usually testing out new recipes.
Recently, they prepared a Sonora-style carne
asada feast detailed in the New York Times.
The married couple normally dines out
frequently but has only done so once, with
friends, during the pandemic. Brad said that
the restaurant followed all the protocols but
that it was nonetheless an anxiety-provoking
experience. “This fear and loathing will prob-
ably prove the single most tenacious effect of
the pandemic.” So they carry on at home (also
eschewing takeout). How obsessive are they?
T asked Brad to name some of their pandemic
faves. “Earlier this summer, Eric produced an
authentic version of fettucine Alfredo that
both captured the essence of the decadent
dish and reestablished its Italian bonafides.”
Yeah, cool, man. Did I mention they cook all
the food for their four Scottish terriers? And,
oh, they host international Zoom cocktail
parties, and I Zoom-lunch with Brad and
Brian, mentioned above, on Fridays — some-
thing I've done in real life for years. T love
you boys.

The pandemic makes the TV dinner
cool again ...

Unlike my friends mentioned above, the
pandemic has not motivated me to hone fine
dining skills in the harvest-gold kitchen full
of cracked tile and broken appliances of this
125-year-old home, Long ago, T liked to cook
and was pretty good at it, but writing about
restaurants for 30 years eventually led me to
call any day I didnit have to eat out a “Free-
dom from Food Day.” So, 'm going to share a
dirty secret. About six years ago, I fell in love
with Trader Joe's. The grocery chain vends a
huge line of frozen meals that I would never
imagine myself eating I thought they would
be like the TV dinners of yore that my moth-
er would not allow us to eat. (Yet, weirdly,
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THE BLOTTER: Virtual school peek-a-boo

And other tales of life in the ATL

LAUREN KEATING
ILLUSTRATION:TRAY BUTLER
pparently, a wily teenager in Henry
County schools found a way to insert
porn images into his/her online
classes. Within 24 hours of virtual
classes starting in Henry County, Georgia, on
August 17, the Henry County Police Depart-
ment posted this on Facebook:

“Students: If you stream pornography, nudi-
ty, or any sexual acts in an online class, we will
find you and charge with you with life-altering
charges. We're 24 hours in — and I'm over it.
Talk to your kids. This is not a joke ...”"

The note went on to list several potential
charges. It's unclear who the ‘I in the note ‘T
am over it' actually is — but the note was post-
ed by the Henry County Police Department.
0ddly, their FB post was yanked after one day.

According to a Henry County Schools
spokesperson, at least one high school student
posted “inappropriate imagery” in a virtual
class.

BLOTTER HERO OF THE MONTH:
A female member of the Oakhurst Neighbor-
hood FB group posted this: “To the person who
keeps putting pro-Trump stickers on the trash
can directly outside of our house: You may
think I will tire of taking the time each week
to peel it off corner by corner, crumble it into a
small pathetic ball, say a cuss word loudly as T
look around for you, and throw it in the trash
with lots and lots of force, but let me assure
you, as God is my witness, I will not.”

SIGN OF THE TIMES: In Gwinnett
County, the sign outside Sugar Hill Bakery and
Café reads: “We Do Not Wear a Mask; We Do
Not Social Distance.” Female Employee #1 says,
“I just want people to know that when they en-
ter, that we're not gonna be wearing them.”

Female Employee #2 tells cbs46.com that
she loves the freedom of working without a
mask, and that’s exactly why she recently start-
ed working at the bakery,/cafe. “There’s things
you can do to build your immune system that
are a lot healthier than a mask ... Vitamin C,
Vitamin D

Get this: Customers are required to remove
their masks before entering the Sugar Hill Bak-
ery and Café.

Female Employee #3 says, ‘I dorit want
someone who has been touching their mask all
day to touch my food.”

All three employees also refuse to social
distance inside the bakery/cafe.

Yes, Georgia governor
Brian Kemp latest execu-
tive order mandates that
restaurant employees do
the exact opposite of what
these three nutballs are do-
ing. We shall quote it: “Res-
taurants and dining servic-
es shall ‘require workers to
wear face coverings while
interacting with patrons™
and “increase physical
space between workers
and patrons.”

And what do these
three employees have to
say about Gov. Kemp's
face-covering requirement
for restaurant workers dur-
ing this pandemic?

~ =
o
:’\

Employee #1 says: ‘Tm
standing on what I believe,
so the White House, the
Governor, the city, I'm still
gonna stand on what I
believe.”

Employee #2 says shed rather risk her life
than live her life in fear. “If the word of God is
true, why are people, especially Christians, hid-
ing in fear? The Lord promises to take care of
us. We have to live in faith.”

STUPIDEST SNOOZE: Deputies in Cof-
fee County, Georgia, described perhaps their
easiest catch of the month in a Facebook post
titled “The Early Bird Catches the Worm ... Or
in This Case, the Wanted Fugitive” A young
‘man allegedly stole a truck and committed a
few other crimes. Deputies responded to a call
about his suspicious behavior and started chas-
ing him. The male suspect managed to elude
the sheriffs deputies — for the evening.

“Deputies searched the Huffer and West
Green areas but were unable to find the sus-
pect.”

Apparently, after eluding deputies, the male
suspect then decided to celebrate his freedom
by taking a nap. A costly little nap.

“Early (the next) morning, deputies returned
to the area (where the suspect) was last seen
and found him asleep in a truck off of Joe
Ellis Road in West Green.” The suspect was
promptly arrested, handcuffed, and charged
with auto theft, trespassing, and a half-dozen
other charges.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T INDEED: A sheriffs dep-
uty at Gwinnett County Jail is back at work —

after inmates rescued him and saved his life af-
ter he suffered cardiac arrest on the job. He was
conducting rounds in the inmate-housing unit,
Wwhen several inmates noticed that he wasn't
looking well. When he got back to his desk, he
collapsed, hitting his head and splitting it wide
open. His desk is visible to the inmates that he
patrols. They saw him collapse. Deputy Warren
Hobbs shares his story (via WXIA):

“T want to say ‘Thank you, guys, for every-
thing that day. T came to work and was feeling
perfectly fine — did my counts of the inmates.
About 15 minutes later, I was sitting at my desk
and started getting dizzy.”

Inmate Mitchell Smalls saw this — and
started banging on his cell door. Smalls then
alerted the rest of the inmates to join in, and all
60 inmates started banging on their cell doors.

“It sounded like bass drums, all banging
in the same rhythm,” Deputy Hobbs recalls. “I
‘wasn't really trying to, but opened one of the
cell doors.”

The door of a cell containing two inmates
(roommates) flew open — and the inmates ran
to the deputy’s aid. The inmates picked up the
phone on the deputy’s desk and called for help.
Then, they grabbed the deputy’s radio — and
called for help.

“The next thing I know, I opened my eyes
and was surrounded by deputies and medi-

cal staffers,” recalls Hobbs. They took Deputy
Hobbs to a hospital, where it was determined
hed had a heart attack. He rested at home for a
few weeks before returning to work.

Deputy Hobbs says: “What I'm going to take
away from this is: Definitely treat everyone
‘with respect and have an open dialogue with
them, because you never know when you your-
self may need help. If it wererit for you all (the
three inmates who saved his life) there would
be a whole different storyline here at Gwinnett
County Detention Center.”

When Deputy Hobbs finally returned to
work, he was greeted by a round of applause
from the inmates.

STATE OF THE UNION: East Atlantas
monument honoring Civil War Union General
James B. McPherson was mysteriously and
severely damaged in August. Of the metal rail-
ing and columns that surround the statue, 75
percent were smashed and knocked over. (To
be clear, McPherson's memorial statue is not
one of himself. Instead, it’ an upright cannon
alongside a historical marker clearly noting that
this is the spot where McPherson, the second
highest-ranking Union soldier killed in the
Civil War, was fatally shot in the back during
the Battle of Atlanta on July 22,1864.)

As noted on a WXIA newscast, the unas-
suming Monument Park homage to the Union

See Blotter p.15
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Blotter continued from p.4

Gen. McPherson takes up less square footage
than most of the neighboring front yards
that surround it.

Longtime East Atlanta resident and mon-
ument gardener Lenora Scott says, ‘It's sad
for people to just destroy stuff for no reason
at all — unless it's hatred. A lot of people
think that this is a Confederate monument,
but it’s not. General McPherson was a Union
‘man. Many people dont know that.” Scott, an
African-American woman, has been caring
for McPhersons statue and using her green
thumb to revitalize Monument Park for 15
years. Shes taken such good care of it that
one of McPherson's descendants in Scotland
started corresponding with her and thanks
her regularly.

“The damage seems to be more extensive
than mere vandalism,” according to WXIA.
There are no suspects at this time.

‘When Gen. McPherson was killed, Union
general Ulysses S. Grant reportedly said,
“The country has lost one of its best soldiers
— and I have lost my best friend.".

Just FYI, the Blotter Diva lives less than
three blocks from McPherson’s monument,
walks by it every single day, and takes this
act of planned destruction a wee bit person-
ally. One might think: Did someone deface
McPhersons memorial because they are
stupid — thinking it was a Confederate me-

‘morial by mistake? The Blotter Diva says: Fat
chance! The words ‘Union soldier” are all over
McPherson’s memorial and Monument Park.
Besides, police say the extensive damage looked
like planned destruction — not spontaneous
vandalism. —CL—

The Blotter Diva compiles reports from the
Atlanta Police Department and local news re-
ports — and puts them into her own words.
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awakening of my songwriting muse as [
knock off the cobwebs and explore the
dusty roads of my creativity. More writ-
ing will translate into new songs for the
band when and if we ever get to gigging
again.’

A bit less productive, other than fi-
nally getting Hearse, Nurse, or Tow in the
hands of the fans, McNeill keeps the band
in the circle. “We have Knocker Knight
about once a week — an hour or so
Zoom meeting where we check in with
each other, talk music, drink beer, and
sometimes even discuss band business.
From a creative standpoint we haven't
been as productive as one might think. T
have managed to finish a couple songs,
but that’s about it.” Andrea and Mud have
been writing songs, cooking, fishing, gar-
dening, and hanging with their cat.

While many folks are simply wait-
ing out the pandemic before resuming
normal music-related activities, there has
been major movement in the country as a
whole regarding significant political issues.
The uprising of protests surrounding the
multiple shootings and deaths of African
Americans involving police officers has taken
center stage in many cities, bringing a new
awareness — along with change — to the
cultural rift in America. This has been par-
ticularly controversial in the South, where
Confederate monuments and the “Stars &
Bars” flag have been identified as signifiers of
a racist history. The efforts to remove these
images have been strong and met with great
resistance. Part of this revisionism includes
concepts such as the term “redneck;” often
associated with racist Southern history and a
rather regressive mentality. So how does this
impact the “Redneck Underground?’

The term, as it applies to the local roots/
country,/rockabilly music scene, has apocry-
phal beginnings. Often credited to the late
Deacon Lunchbos, it may have come from
a conversation he had with journalist Bob
Townsend many years ago. Regardless, it
stuck, since it so fittingly described the scene
at the time.

In 2006 I wrote a chapter for a book
of essays on Americana music, an edited
version of which ran in the now-defunct
Georgia Music Magazine. The “Redneck
Underground” was defined as functioning
on two levels. First, it was based on what is
commonly referred to as ‘redneck culture” —
classic country music, NASCAR, family, an
affinity for Southern iconography and signi-
fiers, and a strong regional pride in being
Southern. Second, it was “underground” in
the sense that it was clearly a counterculture,
a reactive response to the trendy hipster
scene that was also thriving in Atlanta at the
time. But most importantly, there was a love

THE WHEEL KNOCKERS: At home onstage at the Star Bar.

of Southern culture without the historic rac-
ism, ignorance, and prejudices that have stig-
matized the South for so many years.

The history of American music is fas-
cinating — and the contributions of people
of color immeasurable. Both country music
and rock ' roll would not exist without the
massive influence of African Americans, as
the foundations of both were built with roots
deep in slave field chants, gospel, and griot
traditions that predate the blues. Neverthe-
less, country music has been a fairly ho-
mogenous white music scene, and to a great
extent, so has the Redneck Underground. Not
exclusionary, and not on purpose, it's been
‘more a result of today’s culturally parceled
world. A few members of bands that identify
with the Redneck Underground have been
Black, or POC, along with plenty of audience
participants of various cultural backgrounds
— and there has always been an open door
for everyone. It has been clear, with a few of
the old-timers at the Austin Avenue Buffet
being the exception, grumbling when a POC
entered the bar to see a show, that racism is
ot tolerated or condoned in the Redneck
‘Underground. And the Americana Music As-
sociation, which focuses almost exclusively
on roots music, has done great work in ex-
panding its “ent” to be much more inclusive
and broad. A deep discussion of race in coun-
try music is far too expansive for the scope
of this story, however the recent Ken Burns'
documentary “Country Music” is a wonderful
and comprehensive resource for insight into
the blending of cultures into the art form we
know today.

Joel Burkhart, a kind and popular sound-
‘man and musician (AM Gold) who migrated
from Detroit to Atlanta in the mid-'gos, re-
flects on his experience upon discovering the
open attitudes of the local scene. “One of the

first things I learned about the Redneck Un-
derground was that it was the exact opposite
of what I thought a redneck was. I saw all

of you rallying around a little man (Gregory
Dean Smalley) with a big disease with a

little name (AIDS), and at that time in the
early 'gos, AIDS still seemed a taboo thing to
discuss in many circles. Yet the Redneck Un-
derground leaned into it and helped support
him, and, after he passed, his family.” Bur-
khart continues, ‘I have watched this Under-
ground fight for equality, disavow racism and
hate, and continue to support each other. I
realized when I moved down here that there
‘was much more diversity to being Southern
than what I was raised to believe. There were
alot of people in the South that didn't fit in
the Duke Brothers/Boss Hogg version of the
South that I was sold.”

There are some differing opinions on how
the term Redneck Underground should be
handled. For example, Weil (of the Blacktop
Rockets and more recently the Moonlight
Mechanics) feels the term was not personally
appropriate from the get-go. “I never really
embraced the term ‘Redneck Underground’
as much as a lot of the other folks. Mostly
because I'm a Yankee and never thought of
‘redneck’ as any part of who I am. Where I'm
from, the term had almost entirely negative
connotations.”

Engel, who was born, raised, and has
lived in Georgia all her life, sees things a bit
differently. ‘T am a proud Southerner and T
have been honored to be a part of this scene
for many years. I feel that using the term
‘Redneck Underground’ is harmless and, in
the musical context, should not be confused
‘with the racists and bigots out there. I know
for a fact that there is a certain amount of
‘shtick’ that goes along with the scene. That
does not mean I agree with or that I am

proud of certain aspects of the Southls
past — to the contrary. However, there is
alot more to being a Southerner and part
of a music scene that celebrates a slice

of Southern culture than the stereotypes
invoked by the media, television, and
film.” Engels concept of the Redneck Un-
derground seems in line with the general
attitude; however, it begs the question,
does it offend or marginalize others?

“In light of the current atmosphere in
America and the fact that ‘certain indi-
viduals’ have emboldened racists and em-
powered white supremacists to come out
of their hidey holes, I think it's important
to tread carefully;” observes Ratliff. “Over
the years, the term redneck has morphed
into being equated with racism and ig-
norance. I used to be proud to be called
a redneck, but now I fear it mistakenly
gives the appearance of acceptance and
support of racism. I say chuck it, unless
used in the context of documenting a
time and movement that was wonder-
fully creative and glorious and totally devoid
of racism and other connotations now associ-
ated with the term.”

Colburn, a relative newcomer to the Red-
neck Underground scene, sees the issue from
two sides. ‘T am pretty sure that anyone that
knows the scene it describes, knows that
the people included in this term are actually
very open-minded and progressive. If it were
put to rest, I would understand why, though.
I'm the kind of person that does not get of-
fended by words in general, but T know how
important it has been for society to remove
anything with racist undertones.”

“The Redneck Underground never ap-
peared (to me) bigoted or racist. I hope it's
not, but with ‘redneck’ in the title it might
always be associated with the assholes who
reject objective morality and the facts to back
it up;” Moseley adds. “Is it for me to decide if
it's time to move on from the name? No.”

Perhaps it's best to let the natural order
of life and society take its course, and see
where the scene ends up. The political issues
of the name appear to be secondary to those
‘who are part of the scene, but their focus is
also on maintaining open doors and focus-
ing on socially relevant concerns. Colburn
encapsulates the shared feelings of many of
the locals, who are missing the music and the
tribe. “Maybe there will be some good from
this. Maybe quarantine will make everyone
appreciate the things that we had been tak-
ing for granted for so long; like hugging
our friends or standing front row at a show
and feeling the music. I am very hopeful for
that.” I think that sums it up for all of us very
nicely. —CL—
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The state of the (Redneck) Underground

How the pandemic and current politics are impacting the scene

JAMES KELLY

0 say it has been a tough year so far
for the Redneck Underground, a local
alt-country, roots rock music scene,
is an understatement. Just like every
other city across the nation with a vibrant
music scene, Atlanta has been profoundly
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, and to
a lesser extent, so far, by the paradigm shift
in American culture, particularly as it applies
to the South and Southern iconography. The
power of language and imagery has become
a point of contention as people are gradually
becoming ‘woke” to the actual meanings and
implications of certain signifiers, and there
is a lot of discussion around the cultural ap-
propriateness of these objects and ideas.

The Redneck Underground is an aggrega-
tion of bands, a product of both geography
and style, combining the heritage of Deep
South roots and Southern identity with the
country,/rockabilly music born and bred all
over the South. While mainstream country
music was already popular in the Atlanta
area, the Redneck Underground — the alter-
native country music scene in Atlanta (for
lack of a better definition) — emerged from
an Inman Park dive bar called the Austin
Avenue Buffet in the late 1980s. The Buffet's
two-room set up was perfect for live music,
and the owner was happy to have roots-
oriented performances on various Friday and
Saturday nights.

Bands like Slim Chance & the Convicts
(full disclosure: this writer's band), Dave
Weil's Blacktop Rockets, Caroline Hull Engel's
Trail of Tears (later Caroline & the Ramblers),
and many others performed regularly at the
Buffet, and when the crowds outgrew the lo-
cation, the bands moved to the newly opened
Star Community Bar in Little Five Points.
With more space and longer nights, the scene
grew in size and popularity. Bands such as
Billy Ratliffs Truckadelic started playing
often, and more recently the Wheel Knock-
ers and Andrea & Mud have been part of the
scene. It was at the Star Bar where bookers
Faylynn Owen and the late Gregory Dean
Smalley created “Bubbapalooza” in 1993, a
full-on weekend-long celebration of the Red-
neck Underground scene, that is held every
year on Memorial Day weekend ... until this
year.

The most obvious problem confronting
the local roots music scene is the shutdown
and quarantine. A music community thrives
on social interaction in public places, and

with the bars and music ven-
ues closed, this doesrit happen.
The situation was already
problematic with the closing
of the Star Bar on December
31, 2019. The new owners took
over and started remodeling,
but before they could open the
doors, the pandemic hit. Most
intown venues that featured
live music have also been
closed, and the consequences
have been frustrating and dis-
appointing.

Dan ‘Jet Powers” McNeill,
frontman for The Wheel
Knockers, who have just
released their debut album
Hearse, Nurse, or Tow, reflects
on what his band has missed.
“We had hoped for a fun album
release party at The Star Bar
back in April with The Bil-
Iygoats and local surf combo
The Mystery Men? We were
also looking forward to Bubba-
palooza. Both were obviously
canceled.”

“Our last ‘normal’ show was at our be-
loved Lloyd's Lounge on March 6," laments
Andrea Colburn, of country duo Andrea
and Mud. “We have done some livestreams,
but they quickly got very disheartening.
Theres an obvious lack of connection with
the crowd, and that's what I miss most about
performing — seeing people singing along
and dancing, meeting them after the show,
and hearing how our music makes them feel.”

Kyle “Mud” Moseley describes another
aspect that is missing without live shows.
“Td often go see others’ performances for
inspiration, and that’s obviously a no-go. And
frankly T dorit enjoy the livestreams as much
as in-person performances.”

Tn spite of the lack of actual physical in-
teraction, some artists have been using social
media to entertain their fans and generate
alittle income. Bryan Malone, a member

of The Forty-Fives and booker at the Star
Bar, has been organizing the ‘Almost Live

at Little Five” streaming shows every two

to three weeks, and doing his solo streams
every Thursday. The “Little Five” events fea-
ture music by Star Bar regulars, some corny
comedy, and of course, Ted Weldon as the
host. Local legend Ratliff of Truckadelic and
Thrillbillys (and many others) fame, has tried

ANDREA AND MUD: The release of their new album,
pandemic turned into something of a self-fulfilling prophecy for the Atlanta Duo.
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his hand at a few online shows. He says, “To
satisfy my performance jones I've been work-
ing on 30- to 40-minute shows for social
‘media that combine my own songs with fa-
wvorites from all genres that wouldn't translate
well with the band. Reinventing my songs to
fit my voice (his songs are usually sung by
‘Weldon in one or the other of the bands) and
as solo songs has been challenging and loads
of fun.”

According to singer Caroline Hull Engel,
the pandemic simply made her band get cre-
ative. “Caroline & the Ramblers jumped in
pretty quickly with some livestream shows
after COVID hit. We did a few outdoor
socially distanced shows on both our bass
player’s front lawn and mine. They were very
well received, and we even had some folks
come over to hang out in the front yard in
their beach chairs — of course, socially dis-
tanced and wearing masks.”

The timing of the pandemic has greatly
affected the work habits of local musicians
and has limited opportunities. Both The
‘Wheel Knockers and Andrea and Mud re-
leased new music just before or during the
quarantine. This has restricted their planned
promotions and prevented touring. Accord-
ing to Colburn, “Releasing Bad News Darlin'a
few months into the pandemic was extremely

ATHOTIVO uEIONYHD

“Bad News Darlin’,’ during the coronavirus

tough. Not being able to be on the road and
get actual feedback from the mouths of our
fans was tough. The album got many great
reviews and just made it to #50 on the
Americana charts, so it did extremely well,
especially considering we are the only inde-
pendent band on the charts. T guess we will
always have to wonder how it would have
done if the world wasnit in lockdown at the
time of its release.”

For a working band like Andrea and Mud,
the lockdown has stifled their livelihood.
She notes, “The first tour that we had to
cancel due to the pandemic was going to be
up north, like, way north, almost to Canada”
Moseley adds that there is more than a finan-
cial loss. “T miss the unexpected things of be-
ing on the road: meeting awesome new fans,
coming around the bend to an amazing view,
etc. I also miss the friends we have made
from coast to coast and most of all, the im-
mediate reward you get from creating some-
thing of your own and being well received.”

One thing about isolation is that creative
people usually create. The downtime has
been productive in many ways for musicians.
Ratliff describes his day: T find myself play-
ing a lot more guitar at home than before
when I was gigging and rehearsing with the
band regularly, and this has resulted in an
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY

ROB BREZSNY

VIRGO

The Maiden - Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Virgo poet Mary Oliver wass renowned
for giving herself permission. Permis-
sion to do what? To become a differ-
ent person from the self she had been.
To shed her familiar beliefs and adopt
new ones. To tredt every experience
as an opportunity to experiment. To
be at peace with uncertainty. | think
you'll be wise to give yourself all those
permissions in the coming weeks—as
well as others that would enhance
your freedom to be and do whatever
you want to be and do. Here’s another
favorite Mary Oliver permission thatt | hope
youll offer yourself: "And | say to my heart:
rave on.”

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22): “The more uninteligent pecple are,
the less mysterlous existence seems to them.” wrote philosopher
Arthur Schopenhaver. I agree with that 1dea,as well as the
converse: The more inteligent people are, e more mysterious
existence seems to them. Since T expect you to be at the peak of
your soulful inteligence in the coming weeks, | am quite sure
that lfe will be exquistely mysterious to you.Its true that some
of it entgmatic qualities may be murky and frustrating but I
suspect that many of them will be magical and delightful. If you
ever wanted your lfe o resemble a poetic artfilm, youite going
t0 get your wish.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21): Comedian and actor Aubrey
Plaza bragged about the deal she made. T sold my soul to the
devil” she said. Td like to thank the devil” Plaza i quite popular
and successful, 5o who knows? Maybe the Prince of Darkness did
indeed give her a boost. But I really hope you dorit regard her as
a role model in the coming weeks—not even i est. What worked
for Plaza worit work for you. Diabolical influences that may seem
tempting will not, in the long run, serve your interests—and may
even sabotage them. Besides, more benevolent forces will be
avallable to you, and ata better price.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21): Many of you Sagtarians
specialize in generous breakthroughs and invigorating leaps of
truth. Ofen, you make them look easy and natural—so much so
that peaple may ot realize how talented you are in generating
them, T hope you adjust for that by giving yourself the proper
acknowledgment and credit.If this phenomenon shows up in the
coming weeks—and I suspect it might—please take strermious
measures to ensure that you register the fullness of your own
accomplishments To do so will be crucial n enabling these ac-
complishments to riper to thelr highest potential.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19): Holocaust survivor and author
Elie Wiesel wrote, “When you die and go to heaven, our maker is
not going to ask, ‘why didrit you discover the cure for such and
such? why didrit you become the Messiah?” The only question we
wil be asked in that precious moment is why didit you become
you?” I hope that serves as a stimuating challenge for you, Capri-
cor. The fact s that you are in an extended phase when Ifs easi-
er than usual o summon the audacity and ingenuty necessary to
become more fully yourself than you have ever been before.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18): Years ago, comedian Lenny
Bruce observed, “Every day peaple are straying away from the
church and going back to God.” His statementis even trver today
than it was then. Pew Research Center,a nonpartisan think tank,
has gathered the concrete evidence. Church attendance was way
down even before the pandemic struck. Now its even lower.
What does this have to do with you? In my astrologcal opinton,
the coming months will be prime time for you to buld your inti-
mate and unique relationship with God rather than with instiru-
tions that have formulac notions about who and what God 1s. A
stmilar principle wil be active in other ways,as well. Youl thrive
by drawing energy from actual sources and firsthand experiences
rather than from systems and ideologes that supposedly repre-
sent those sources and experiences.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20): Psychologist Carl Jung wrote,
“The function of dreams is to testore our psychological balance
by producing dream materta that re-establishes th total psychic

£

equilibrium.” According to my reading of the astrological omens,
‘you especially ned this kind of action right now. To expedite
‘your healing process, meditate on what aspects of your life might
have become too extreme or one-sided. Whete could you apply
compensatory energy to establish better equipoise? What top-
heavy o lopsided or wobbly sttuations could benefit from bold,
imaginative strokes of counterbalance?

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): It not that some people have
willpower and some dori” abserves author James S. Gordon.
“Rather, its that some people are ready to change and others are
not." Lucky for you, Ares! Your willpower is even more potent
than usual right now, and your willingness to change is grow-
ing stronger. And s0 very soon now, 1 expect you will reach the
threshold that enables you to act crisply and forcefully. You will
become so convinced that its wise to insegte transformation
that you willjust naturally instigate transformation. Adjust,
adapt, improvise, improve!

‘TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): Psychologist Mihdly Csikszent-
mihlyt 1 an expert on the mental state known as being in the
flow. He defines i as what happens when youite completely ab-
satbed in what you are doing: “immersed in a feeling of energized
focus” with ull involvement and enjoyment n the process of
the actvity” According to my reading of the astrological omens,
‘you are extra likely to enjoy such graceful nterludes in the com-
ing weeks. But I hope you will be discerning about how you use
them. T mean, you could get into a flow playing video games or
doing sudoku puzzles. But God and Life and I woukd prefer tif
‘youll devote those imes to working ona sublime labor of love or
a highly worthy quest.

GEMINI (MAY 21UNE 20): According to researcher Rosalind
‘Cartwright, "Memory s never a precise duplicate of the original.
Tris a continuing act of creation.” Neurclogist Olver Sacks agtees,
telling us, “Memories are not fixed or frozen, but are transformed,
disassembled, reassembled, and recategorized with every act of
recollection.” Reams of additional evidence also suggest that our
experience of the past Is always being transformed. In accordance
‘with astrological potentials 1 invite you to take advantage of this
truth. Re-tmagine your life story so It has more positive spins.
Re-envision the plot threads so that redemption and rebirth are
‘major features. Engage in a playful reworking of your memories
50 that the eplc myth of your destiny serves your future happi-
ness and success.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): All of us are suscepible to fool-
ing ourselves and lytng to ourselves. And all of usare susceptible
0 the cowardice that such self-sabotage generates. But the good
news i that you Cancerians will have an expansive capacity to
dissolve and rise above self-deception in the coming weeks—and
will therefore be able to call on a great deal of courage. As Can-
certan author and Buddhist teacher Pema Chodrn says, The
essence of bravery is being without self deception.”

LEO (ULY 23-AUG. 22): I you like,1will give you the waning
crescent moon and the dawn breeze. Do you wa them? How
about sudden bursts of Joy for 1o apparent reasons and a warm
greeting from a person you thought had a problem with you?
‘Would you be interested n having those experiences? And what
about an unexpected insight fnto how to fmprove your financial
situation and a message from the future about how to acquire
‘more stablity and security? Are those blessings you might enjoy?
Everything I Just named will be possible in the coming weeks—
especially if you formulate a desire to recetve them and ask life

o provide them.

Get your monthly heroscope fix online at
creativeloafing.com/horoscopes
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TRADER JOE’S: A pandemic godsend.

the only person in my family I ever saw eat
one of those was my super-wealthy uncle
Steve, who otherwise introduced me to fried
grasshoppers, chocolate-covered ants, and my
beloved pickled lamb tongues) And then T
discovered Trader Joe's Indian meals. Let me
put it this way. One day two of us bought
Indian food at a well-known food truck. Our
bill, seriously, was about $65, Later in the
week we ate a similar-sized meal of Trader
Joe's Indian food that cost us less than $15
for four dishes and tasted much better. Over
the years, I've explored more of their food,
and T unapologetically eat so much now that
[ enjoy feeling like an antifoodie. Oh, there
are drawbacks — like the consumption of
more salt than is needed to preserve an obese
ox. But I can't resist. In our October issue, I
will go into more detail. The larger point is
that the pandemic really has taught many

of us that our mothers lied when they said
all frozen prepared food was crap. And, hell,
the store’s ginger snaps are better than my
mother’s too!

Sometimes a takeout box is like a
crypt ...

Takeout and food-delivery operations are
saving many restaurants, but answer this
question, please: “What is the big drawback
to takeout food?” It the packaging itself, of
course. I'm not going to name names, but I've
picked up simple food at favorite restaurants,
taken it home, unwrapped it, and found
myself confronted by a revoltingly steamy
mess. It’s not like this is an entirely new
phenomenon. Carrying a properly cooked
Neapolitan pizza home in a closed, unventi-
lated cardboard box typically is stupid. Eat it
in the car or on the curb. Open the top first
if you take it home, or, failing that, throw it
in a damn blender. The weird thing is that
fast-food operations clearly know a lot more
about takeout packaging than many high-
quality restaurants, and it’s not as if there
isn't a ton of available guidance about this.

A notable local exception to the problem

is the above-mentioned Little
Bear. Owner Jarrett Stieber told

? me that his approach to cooking

itself helps: “We conceptualize
dishes to not just be things we
think sound good but things

‘we think sound good AND will
transport well.” By that he means
the food maintains flavor integ-
rity and its gorgeous appearance.
‘While many restaurants are
packing up all their regular menu
items, Stieber says that's often
unthinkable. When the restaurant
was open for inside dining, for
example, “we always had tartare
on the menu, but we can't be sure
people will take it straight home
and not let the meat warm up or sit so long
the acid starts pickling it.” Perhaps Stieber
can begin teaching the art of food transport.
In the meantime, a really large number of
foodies will continue to avoid takeout.
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In a pandemic, the death of a server
is good for a vote ...

Gov. Brian Kemp, one of the few elected
officials as dumb and heartless as President
Don Don, has, at this writing, reversed his
ban of city health-protection mandates in an
incomprehensibly garbled way that allows
restaurants and other private businesses to
ignore the mandates, because ... well ... be-
cause he doesn't mind killing off restaurant
employees if it earns him votes from the
adult toddlers who believe COVID-19 is a
hoax so nefarious that it hypnotizes their rel-
atives into dying from propaganda poisoning.
Fortunately, some restaurants are taking a
strong stand against the mask-o-phobic. West
Egg Café, for example, posted the following
on Instagram:

“We asked nicely, then we begged. Masks
are now required for all guests at West Egg,
‘whenever you are not seated at your table.
Period. Living in society (which includes

THE
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THINGS GO BETTER WITH SOMETHING TO EAT: The Giving Kitchen che

thing.’

doing things like going out to eat at restau-
rants) sometimes means relinquishing some
of your individual liberties for the common
good. Public health crises are one of those
times. You do not have the ‘right’ not to wear
amask in public when exercising that ‘right
exposes the community to communicable
disease. We do have the right to exclude you
from the West Egg community on the basis
of refusal to wear a mask. Whyd you have to
2o and make us do that, though?”

Meanwhile, restaurants continue to close
temporarily and permanently. A surprising
number of newbies are on the way, though.
As Jarrett Stieber told me, most will likely
highlight well-engineered takeout and seat-
ing options, as well as smaller staffs, that
‘make them more economically viable.

When a pandemic of disease is
overshadowed by a pandemic of
lovelessness ...

The absolute devastation of the lives of
restaurant and bar employees is reflective of
everything my socialist mind detests about
the lie of the American dream. I won't repeat
my rant from above about the economics of
racism, except to note that the groovy foodie
magazine, Bon Appetit, has been exposed
for inequitable payment to employees based
on race. A bunch of employees have quit.
They were lucky to have options. In the real
world of restaurant work, where people live
paycheck-to-paycheck, you can't walk out
‘without someplace to go. Restaurant employ-
ees who were laid off at first qualified for
over $900 a week in unemployment compen-
sation. But that was all a mess. Say you were
laid off and then called back to work part-
time or were only laid off part-time to begin
with. Such convolutions affected what you
qualified for, and now Republicans want to
slash subsidies to guarantee nobody gets too
comfortable driving their Cadillac without
a job. Of course, if you were lucky enough
to have rare employer-paid health insurance,
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you've lost that too. In any other developed
country, millions of people would not be
dumped into misery and, predictably, blamed
for their own situation. It's maddening that
it’s necessary, but people have organized
nonprofits to provide help. Chief among
them in Atlanta is The Giving Kitchen. The
organization, which has extended its ser-
Vices statewide, is grounded in a tale of love,
death, and heartbreak, which you may read
on their website. It provides a rare remedy to
the suffering caused by the greater pandemic
of lovelessness in America. Check out their
story online (thegivingkitchen.org and @giv-
ingkitchen on Twitter and IG). Donate. Bigly.
And ask for help.

Is there hope?

T have mixed feelings about hope. As
American psychologist James Hillman
pointed out, hope was inside Pandords box
of evils. She snapped the lid shut before

it escaped with the other evils. So, in the
ancient Greeks thinking, hope was an evil
because it frequently caused the pain of dis-
appointed expectations and had nothing to
do with actually producing happy endings. T
once asked Hillman what we were left with
if we couldn't be hopeful and he talked about
reflection on the beauty of what is pres-
ent. Such reflection can arise with the art of
cooking and dining, whether alone or with
one another. You can argue that the beauty
of my Trader Joe's microwaved palak paneer
fades miserably beside my friend’s exquisite
fettucine Alfredo, but comparison is ulti-
mately immaterial. Eat what pleases you,
drink, help others, and be merry — but wear
your damn mask, because in this plague you
really may die tomorrow. —CL—

Grant Central Pizza, 451 Cherokee Ave.
S.E, 404-523-8900.

Little Bear, 71-A Georgia Ave. S.E, Ste. A.
404-500-5396. @littlebearatl
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fs (left) are back at it; caring for each other 1s ‘the real
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ATL BURGER WEEK:

Support ATL

restaurants

Be Safe! Eat Burgers &
VOTE!

reative Loafing and the Georgia

Beef Board return with the beefi-

est competition in Atlanta — ATL

Burger Week! The competition heats
up September 21-27 as Atlanta chefs pull out
all the stops to see who creates — and which
restaurant is chosen for serving — Atlantas
best burger! On the griddle, on the grill, over
an open flame — place your orders all around
town, eat, vote, and choose a winner!

Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, this
year they said it couldn't be done, but with the
proper social-distancing, curbside pick-up, de-
livery, and a $10 burger + side — theres noth-
ing stopping us! From Buckhead to Bankhead,
East Point to East Atlanta, get in on the food
and the fun — and get it to go!

Whether you're planning which restau-
rant to visit first as you plan to eat your way
across Atlanta — or you want more informa-
tion, go to https://www.ATLBurgerWeek.com

Safety first! We encourage you to be
mindful of others. When possible, choose
curbside pick up, delivery, dine outside, or
dine in where restau-rants are practicing CDC
guidelines and precautions.
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THE (REDNECK) UNDER-
GROUND

How the pandemic and current poli-
tics are impacting the scene
BY JAMES KELLY

=l

GRAZING

The restaurant list — ten ways
COVID-19 has changed the foodie
experience in Atlanta

BY CLIFF BOSTOCK

To read the complete September
issue of Creative Loafing, please
t https://creativeloafing.com
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92020 Jonesin Crosswords (sdtor@jonsincresswerda.com)

“CGETTING FREE K~

Across
1They're out to
pasture

10 Words before
“your mother” or
“your father”

15 Prepared
statement

16 Slip
17 Verdi opera
originally titled
“La maledizione™
(“The Curse”)

18 __SelSbonne,
highest-scoring
Finn in NHL his-
tory

19 Short gamut
20 Measures of
loudness

21 Change direc-
tion sharply

23 Does a dairy
duty

27 “Them!” crea-
ture

28 Cry of accom-
plishment

30 WWE wrestler
__ Mysterio

31 Iconic “Lady
and the Tramp™
song whose title
means “Beautiful
Night™

33 Elemento nu-
mero 79

34 CLE player

eaching #1000! | say 28 Across!

35 Middle of a
French Revolution
motto

36 Pharmacy
chain with unusu-
ally long receipts
37 Card seen in
skat

38 Risky purchase

40 Places for
Whoppers, briefly
11 Frigid ocean
areas that can be
seasonal or per-
manent

12 Site for mil.
planes

43 Record pro-
ducer Mike __, or
actress __Kaye
44 Go with the
flow, maybe?

48 Minimal

50 Hull backbone

51 Rod Stewart’s
“Lost__"

52 Extended

57 Make grime
pay?

58 Moved for-
ward, perhaps

59 River through
France and Bel-
gium

60 Vacation pur-
chase with a pos-
sibly aggressive
sales pitch

Down
1 Harness part

2 Nation where
kreyUl ayisyen is
spoken

3 Bush or Clinton,
informally

4 Game for NFL
all-stars

5 Daughter of
Loki

6 One of the
saisons

7 Dirty groove?
8 “The 5,000 Fin-
gers of __" (1953
Dr. Seuss film)

9 __-Caps (mov-
ie'candy brand)
10 Increases in
difficulty, like a
hike

11 Vowel-rich
cookie

12 Category for
Styx and (argu-
ably) the Stones
13 “Wow, that
was rude!”

14 Cereal on “The
Simpsons™ where
Bart ingested
some jagged
metal

22 Small-screen
movie, quaintly

23 One in charge

24 Admire exces-
sively

25Told, as a
secret
26__ Bachika

(“Gurren Lagann”
anime character
who l just found
outis a human
and not a cat)
29___De Spell
(“DuckTales™
character voiced
by Catherine
Tate in the 2017
reboot)

31 Place for
neighborly gossip
32 Samuel L.
Jackson movie
that Roger Ebert
called the best
film of 1997

34 Adherence to
mystic doctrines

MATT JONES

39 Wisconsin city
known for kids"
overalls

45 Yiddish gossip
16 “l gotta go
feed the __~

47 Hitch in haste
49 __-chef
521-800-CALL-
___(bygone col-
fect call service)
53 “What ___
know?"

54 Deluise in
many outtakes
with Burt Reyn-
olds

55 Get by, with
“out”

56___EFX (‘Mic
Chacka™ hip-hop
group)

Solution to last month’s puzzle
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Sexual Health & Wellness

Did you know that research suggests that
self-pleasuring may help with yo art health,
improve sleep, reduce the risk of prostate cancer
and improve your overall mood?

Proudly Serving You With The BEST In:

g “Offer also Join Us... @Q
' "~ 24/7 @ ShopStarship.com
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This summe, experience
Flavor by the Grill with Rémy

"«

"
REMY MARTIN

REMY GINGER % REMY SANGRIA ROVAL COLLINS
Bl 2 oz Rémy Mariin VS0P 40z Rémy Martin VSOP
'< 40z Ginger Ale 2 0z Cointreau® 1% oz Rémy
BN Fresh Squeezed Lime 12 oz Tempranillo Martin 1738®
g 20z Fresh Lime Juice: %4 oz Fresh y
40z Orange Juice Lemon Juice
e 8 Dashes Biters Fresh frit | % oz Simple Syrup
i Serves 2 32 oz pitcher 30z SodaWater






