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THE MOVE: Black Lives still Matter

See their faces, say their names

EMA CARR
hese fathers, sons, nephews, uncles, and brothers will be absent this 2020 holiday season, and every holiday and family celebration to come.
The men pictured shared the same unfortunate fate this year, all over the state of Georgia, at the hands of armed, white men.
Look into their eyes. Say their names aloud. Read their stories. No one should die this way.

Then ask yourself, “Does the punishment fit the crime?”
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SCREENTIME: Holiday markdowns

Looking for laughs in Christmas movies

CURT HOLMAN

Imost immediately after Halloween my
social media feeds become inundated
‘with postings about Christmas movies,
particularly the Hallmark Channel’s holiday
slate. Plenty of my friends and family are fans of
Hallmark Christmas movies and their formulaic
wholesomeness, but the appeal is lost on me.

This year Hallmark is rolling out 40 new
movies in its annual ‘Countdown to Christmas,”
which seems like an insanely high number for such
bland, interchangeable productions. But if viewers
ever needed familiar, comforting fare, it in 2020.
With the coronavirus still uncontrolled, holiday
gatherings and group events should be downsized or
discouraged altogether. For certain people stuck in
their homes, Hallmark movies can be as welcome as
CARE packages.

Whether you love them unironically or
passionately hate-watch them, you can appreciate
Dads Garage Theatres annual tradition, Improvised
Made-for-TV Christmas Movie (dadsgarage.com),
in which the Old Fourth Ward theater cast and
crew collaborate with Atlanta playwright Topher
Payne, screenwriter of such Hallmark originals as
Broadcasting Christmas and A Gift to Remember.

This year, veteran improvisers and real-life
married couple Amber Nash and Kevin Gillese

will play mismatched singles destined to fall in

love during the holidays. Instead of an in-person
performance, Jon Carr will direct a virtual version,
held via livestream at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
through December 19, The improv element comes
from pre-show audience questionnaires incorporated
into the show. Expect the kind of pointed parody
that comes from people who genuinely appreciate
Hallmark’s output.

Tt's certainly a better option than Netflix’s
Atlanta-shot Holidate, a rom-com that’s significantly
raunchier than Hallmark fare, but no less predictable.
Christmas bookends a year-long will-they-or-worit-
they romance between Sloane (Emma Roberts) and
Jackson (Luke Bracey). The hot singles make a deal
to be each other’s “holidate,” i.e., platonic plus-ones
for holiday parties that can alleviate the pressure
from each other’s match-making family members. They meet-
cute while trying to exchange unwanted Christmas presents
Gwinnett Place Mall provides a major location) and while
they initially bicker, they're clearly into each other by New
Year's Eve.

Roberts and Bracey (one of those Australian actors
fated to be forever taken for a Hemsworth brother) have
nice chemistry, but that just makes the outcome a foregone
conclusion: Over the films run time they hang out at every
major U.S. holiday, but we know things cant make any
progress until Christmas comes around again. Aggressively

DECK THE HALLMARK: Kevin Gillese and Amber Nash star in “Improvised Made-
for-Tv Christmas Movie” at Dad’s Garage Theatre.

sarcastic delivery doesnit make the weak jokes any funnier,
but the film at least makes the effort to include some big
comedic set pieces, such as a firecracker mishap that leads to
the emergency room.

But it's the kind of romantic comedy that has a character
explicitly complain about rom-com clichés early on, as if to
excuse itself from presenting the exact same clichés by the

end. Holidate wants to have its holiday fruitcake and eat it too.

Hot Summer Nights:

The 2020 pandemic has had a devastating impact on
the film industry, with few silver linings. A rare bright

spot is that the postponement of so many major
Hollywood films to 2021 has drawn attention to
local independent films that might not otherwise
enjoy the limelight. The low-budget rural thriller
Becky, co-written by Atlanta’s Lane and Ruckus
Skye, was a summer hit at drive-ins and is now
available at your local Redbox.

David Raboy’s The Giant initially seems like it
might play in a similar vein as Becky or Matthew
Pope’s Blood on Her Name. A feature-length
adaptation of a short film, The Giant’s story takes
an oblique look at mystery and murder in a small
Southern town. After graduating high school,
teenage Charlotte (Odessa Young) spends the
summer haunted by her mother's suicide and the
return of her enigmatic boyfriend, which coincides
with brutal killings.

The Giant goes all-in on mood, and to his
credit, Raboy has a very specific sense of the
vibe of Southern teens hanging out on summer
nights, cicadas whirring in the distance as they
drink and smoke on still roadsides. But the film
gradually chokes on its own atmosphere, with
whispered dialogue so cryptic and scenes so dark
and shadowy, it's nearly impossible to follow. Young
gives an effectively internalized performance, but
The Giant leaves you feeling small and short-
changed.

Netflix Giveth and Netflix Taketh Away:

In late fall, Netflix announced that the streaming
service would not be renewing many promising
shows, including “Teenage Bounty Hunters,” despite
how the series seemed to have a well-received first
season. The locally-filmed action comedy had a
lot of promise, and you can follow the grassroots
campaign to save the show at @renew_TBH.

The streaming service found a big hit in a
different Atlanta-shot teen-oriented action-comedy
with its acquisition of “Cobra Kai,” which debuted
as a YouTube original but found a huge audience
on Netflix. “Cobra Kai” offers a model for how to
revive a well-known IP by subverting the premise
of The Karate Kid. The show flips the script, as
Ralph Macchios Danny LaRusso, the unlikely
champ of the All-Valley Karate Tournament, has
grown up to be a successful but fatuous car salesman, while
‘William Zabka's former bully, Johnny Lawrence, becomes a
hilariously scuzzy underdog,

v 39VAV0 5%

The second season, while similarly watchable, suggests
the satirical elements are unsustainable as it becomes a
more sincere and self-important retread of the film series.
But Netflix has announced that “Cobra Kais” third season
will debut January 8, and a fourth will be on the way, which

should reveal the limits of 1980s nostalgia—CL—

Screen Time is a monthly column about film and video
from the big screen to streaming services.
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THE BLOTTER: ‘You’re a mean one, 2020’

And other stories of life in the ATL from the past year

LAUREN KEATING
ILLUSTRATION: TRAY BUTLER

OU'RE A MEAN ONE, 2020

GRINCH: In Cumming, Georgia, a

man named Larry Gunter and his

family decided to put up Christmas
decorations a wee bit early — the week before
Thanksgiving,

The Andover Glen homeowner's
association (HOA) flipped out. Because? 2020.
This year, they decided to implement a new
policy banning pre-December Christmas
décor in the entire neighborhood. Seriously.

Larry Gunter says that policy was crafted
by grinches.

Gunter is rebelling — along with his wife
Bree and daughter Hanna.

“The fine is $15 a day if we keep them up
until December 15t — and we are choosing
to keep them up;” he told CBS46.com. Adds
Bree, “If we have to pay the fine, we pay the
fine. We want to be happy, we want to show
cheer and joy.

You might be wondering: Did the Gunter
family go overboard with some kind of
excessive Vegas-style glitzy Christmas décor
outside their suburban home?

Nope.

The Gunter family’s holiday décor is
tasteful and typical: Wreaths on doors and
windows, strings of lights, a single stand-up
plastic Santa Claus in the front yard.

Attorneys have offered their services to
the Gunter family, who posted their holiday
décor plight on social media. “Tt went crazy,
we've been reached out (to) from people
from Canada, Michigan, Ohio — it’s crazy!,”
Gunter says. “They actually have a hashtag
#LeaveLarryAlone”

He adds: “Coming home to Christmas is
something special for families, for everybody
— it's part of the reason we put this up.”

2020 GA INVASION: Extra-large worms
that look like snakes are invading Georgia.
They're called hammerhead worms — because
their heads split into two pointy nubs similar
to the heads of hammerhead sharks. They
grow up to a foot long.

“It looked like an alien. It really had a
strange look to it. Something I've never seen
before,” a Gwinnett County resident told
WSB-TV.

Of course, killing hammerhead worms
is problematic. Why? Because these fuckers

regrow their heads. Let’s say you take a shovel
and dice 2 hammerhead worm into three parts.
Days later, each of the three pieces will regrow
its own head. Presto, now three hammerhead
‘worms are prowling in your garden.

Hammerhead worms likely arrived in
Georgia more than 100 years ago — via an
Asian potted plant, according to WSB-TV
They haven't been seen in Georgia for decades,
but made a comeback this year. Because —
2020!

So, how do you kill these head-
regenerating worms? Pour a hefty amount of
vinegar or salt on them. Good luck with that.

2020 NOT ENTIRELY AWFUL: In
Savannah, a young nursing-school graduate
showed up to her job interview in the back
of a police van — with one minute to spare
before her job interview was scheduled to
begin.

Her interviewers watched her arrival as she
climbed out of the back of a police van. They
promptly asked her to explain her method of
transportation.

The nursing grad says she left early from
her home in Statesboro for the interview in
Savannah, giving herself an extra half hour to
calm her job interview jitters.

Suddenly, she got a flat tire on I-16, She
started freaking out: How was she going to get
to her job interview on time? She called her
parents and roadside assistance — could they
give her a ride? No, not if she wanted to get
there on time.

That's when Savannah police officer
Corey Wright pulled up. The nursing grad
— panicked and in tears — explained her
situation.

The officer told WJCL.com: “Having an
interview is a very stressful enough day for
you, then something goes wrong and it’s even
more stressful. So I told her, Don't worry. I'll
give you a ride”

The nursing school grad said, “I feel like
it was just a sweet act of kindness because I
Kknow I was crying when I was telling him,
and I was very frantic about getting there. ...
This year has been a rough year, and it was
nice to see an act of kindness and something
good going on with everything crazy and
hectic and scary that's been going on.”

So how did the job interview go?
Apparently, her interviewers were impressed
with her determination. She got the job offer
— and is now working there as a licensed
practical nurse care coordinator.

2020 “SIGN OF THE TIMES” AWARD:

In Gwinnett County, a sign outside a bakery/
café reads: “We Do Not Wear a Mask; We Do
Not Social Distance.” Female Employee #1
says, ‘I just want people to know that when
they enter, that we're not gonna be wearing
them”

Female Employee #2 tells CBS46.com that
she loves the freedom of working without
amask, and that’s exactly why she recently
started working at the bakery/cafe. “There’s
things you can do to build your immune

system that are a lot healthier than a mask ...
Vitamin C, Vitamin D.”

Get this: Customers are required to remove
their masks before entering the bakery/cafe.

Female Employee #3 says, “I dont want
someone who has been touching their mask
all day to touch my food.”

All three employees also refused to social
distance inside the bakery/café.

Yes, Georgia Gov. Kemp's executive order
mandates that restaurant employees do the
exact opposite of what these three nutballs
are doing, We shall quote it: Restaurants and
dining services must “require workers to wear
face coverings while interacting with patrons
and increase physical space between workers
and patrons.”

And what do these three employees
have to say about Gov. Kemps face-covering
requirement for restaurant workers during
this pandemic? Employee #2 says shed rather
risk her life than live her life in fear. “If the
word of God is true, why are people, especially
Christians, hiding in fear? The Lord promises
o take care of us. We have to live in faith.”

2020 WORST BOOTY CALL: Late-
night booty calls involving ex-partners =
always risky. Case in point: A 25-year-old
man invited his ex-girlfriend over to his
apartment on Parkland Drive in the Lindbergh
neighborhood. When she arrived, the ex-
girlfriend was both intoxicated and belligerent.
The man says his ex-girlfriend wanted to
drink more tequila from a bottle he kept in his
apartment. He told her no, because she was
already too drunk.

So then, they have sex.

“Both were in bed when the ex-girlfriend
suddenly said, ‘T love you,” the cop noted in
his police report.

And how did the 25-year-old man respond?
‘Well, he did not say ‘T love you” back.

That's when his naked ex-girlfriend started
screaming and yelling. The man stepped out
of his bedroom long enough to call some
guy to come pick up his ex-girlfriend. But
the guy caller wants to have a long phone
conversation. Eventually, the 25-year-old man
‘walks back to his bedroom: Now his naked,
drunk ex-girlfriend is holding a black-and-
silver handgun and she’s “waving it in the air”

He asks her to put down the gun. Several
times. At one point, the ex-girlfriend allegedly
points the gun at him and says, “Watch. I'm

See The Blotter p.19
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The same
great ‘Loafing’
content,

now delivered
straight to
your ears!

HOW TO LISTEN IN:

> Go to CL Radio on
creativeloafing.com

> Subscribe to
“Creative Loafing Atlanta”
on Apple podcasts

> Search for “Creative
Loafing Atlanta” on
SoundCloud, or where
you get your podcasts
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9201, 2020 Mett Jonss (editor@jonssincrosswords.com)

“YOU'RE GETTING SLEEPY”

--some ways to get there.

Across
1 Raccoon relative

6 BTS or Blackpink
genre

10 Lawn mower's
spot

14 “Its just __
those things™

15 Edison’s middle
name

16 Jekyll's alter
ego

17 Make yourself
sleepy, in a way

19 1917, for one

20 Writer
Vonnegut

21 Thicke of
“Growing Pains™

Republic)

23 Seed for
flavoring soft
drinks

25 Gp. witha
Brussels HQ

26 “Whose __
was this?”

27 “Well done”
30 Got angry

33 Concave
cooker

34 Title said by
Zazu in “The Lion
King"

35 Tall prez, for
short

36 Clothing item
that | suppose
could make you
sleepy (fit's really
comfy)

40 Poseidon’s
realm

41 Soften up

43 Acne
medication brand
4t Tank covering

46 Synthpop duo
that released an
album of ABBA
covers

48 Transport

50 Senatorial
stretch

51 Snarky, but
less fun

54 Lagoon locale
56 “Star Trek:
TNG” counselor
Deanna

57 Egyptian
fertility goddess
with a cow's head
59 Rice-A-__

60 Chemical in
turkey that makes
many people
sleepy

6272 Top, e
63 Pueblo dwellers

64 “Once Upon a
Time in the West™
director Sergio

65 Email app
folder

66 “Let’s Roll”

blues singer
James

67 “Melrose Place”
actor Rob

Down
1Scar

2 Actress Aimee of
“La Dolce Vita™

3 Brain surgeon's

prefix

4 “Be honest”

5 Back, on a boat

6 Liqueur used in
a Black Russian

7 Feature of some
khakis

8 Major kitchen
appliance

9 Soft food for
babies

10 Sword holders

1 Demonstration
where you might
hear the line
“You're getting
sleepy ."

12 Fix

13 Style from
about 100 years
ago

18 “Aladdin__"
(David Bowie
album)
22Giveinto
gravity
24Tacks ontoa
friends list

25 “Swoosh™
company

MATT JONES
27 Go off in the more __ (snarky
kitchen? meme of late)
28 Cookiewitha 47 Website
jokey November necessity

twest showing
itself in mashed Nearsightedness
potatoes

29Warm, inaway 0 GStDown

(Kool 8 the
30 Prominence Gang song)
31 Servicewithan 51 Burial vault
“Eats” offshoot 52 “Its worth
32 Supplement B Listle | fac™
R upplemen 53 *Big Litte Lies'
author Moriarty
make you sleepy
33 Method S4Sunday
newspaper section
37 Early bird's ;
A 55 Ripped (off)

38 Application file 20 Relaxed pace
suffix 5819905 game

30 Georges star  CONS0le, inltally

teacher 60 Chance __
42 “The Hollow Rapper
Men” poet 61 Cheer for

45 “Follow me for _ CTistianc Ronaldo

Solution to last month’s puzzle

<[>

BEER
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LISTENING POST: ‘Danger’ in a ‘Box’

Pylon’s past reconsidered

DOUG DELOACH

n light of the approximately one gazillion
already published reviews of Pylon Box,
your correspondent is taking a slightly
different approach in discussing the

monumental New West Records project. T

hereby submit my name for inclusion on the

list of scribes who think Pylon Box represents
an essential link in the cultural continuum
encompassing all that is cool, hip, righteous,
and weirdly beautiful about making rock
music in America. Period.

That said, pethaps some readers do
not already know that Pylon Box includes
remastered vinyl editions of the bands two
studio albums originally released on Atlantds
DB Recs, Gyrate and Chomp; Extra, an 11-song
collection of previously unreleased studio and
live recordings including one made before
Vanessa Briscoe Hay joined the band; and
Razz Tape, a collection of 13 unreleased songs
from a session pre-dating the band's seminal
“Cool’ b/w “Dub’ 7-inch debut. Also in the
Box is a large, hardbound, z00-page book,
each one signed by Hay, Michael Lachowski,
and Curtis Crowe, featuring ruminations

and remembrances from members of REM.,
Gang of Four, Steve Albini, Sonic Youth, The
B-525, Bradford Cox of Deerhunter, Mission of
Burma, Anthony DeCurtis, Chris Stamey, and
Steve Wynn, among others.

An essay in the book chronicling the
history of Pylon by music journalist Stephen
Deusner draws on interviews with the
surviving band members (in 2009, 53-year-
old Pylon guitarist Randy Bewley died of a
heart attack), as well as input from members
of the aforementioned R.E.M., The B-52s,
Gang of Four, and Method Actors, along with
other witnesses, cohorts, and conspirators.
Complementing the text is a fascinating
compendium of photographs, drawings,
posters, and images of artifacts from the band’s
personal archives, much of which are now
housed at the Special Collections Library

at the University of Georgia and Georgia
Museum of Art, UGA.

“In the late 1970s, you could throw a
sweaty, loud, crowded, wild, floor-shaking,
architecture rumbling party in the middle

of downtown Athens, and there wouldn't

be anyone around to call the cops,” writes
Deusner in the opening paragraph of the book
chapter titled, “Hello How Are You?”

Your correspondent can attest to the
accuracy of the author’s observation. In 1978, T

once again!

‘was in my junior year as an art history major
at the University of Georgia, living — with

a few friends who first met in Myers Hall,

one of the campus dormitories — in a house
‘which we had refurbished, on Prince Avenue.
The house was renowned in a minor way for
having a garishly painted, life-sized fiberglass
statue of “Old King Cole” sitting on his throne,
on the front porch — originally part of a Mardi
Gras float found in an alley in New Orleans.
A rectangular hole was cut in the top of Old
King Cole’s protruding stomach into which
‘was inserted a metal container about the size
of a large cereal box with the top missing. For
the rest of the time I lived in the house, the
‘merry old soul who called for his pipe, his
bowl, and his fiddlers three regally served as
our mailbox.

Walking home from school one day, as I

. ¥ ;ﬁm'

BACK IN STOCK: Inside Wax ’N’ Facts, in LSP, Pylon records and CDs are for sale —

STv AnoL

passed a house around the corner from ours,
T heard someone playing bass guitar, rather
poorly, I thought, but with what came across
as stoic determination. As the weeks went
by, the artist progressed, steadily developing
his (or her) chops by sticking with a limited
repertoire of simple licks and phrases, which
sounded pleasing to my ears. After a while,
the anonymous serenading ceased. Must have
‘moved, achieved what they wanted, or given
up, T reckoned.

After graduating in 1679, T moved back

to Atlanta and started writing about the
music, film, and arts scene for a variety of
publications including Creative Loafing. A
few years later, I ran into Michael Lachowski,
‘who I had known since our student days at St.
Pius X High School. At UGA, we occasionally
ran into each other on campus and, of course,

Twas familiar with Pylon, who I had seen
performing a number of times in Athens and
at 688 in Atlanta. In discussing the whole
“where did you live when you were in Athens”
thing, I told Michael about living in the Old
King Cole house. We then deduced that the
musician I had heard on my strolls home

from the Lamar Dodd School of Art was
almost certainly Lachowski, Pyloris soon-to-be
bassist.

Many people who lived in Athens in the
late 1970s have a story like mine to tell. We
didn't all know each other personally, but we
lived in the same village. We felt an indistinct
but no less palpable kinship and shared a
common cause, however elusively explicable
that cause might have been. And, for the most
part, there was nobody around to call the cops.
No band expressed that ineffable urgency, that
sense of propulsive destiny, that run-what-
ya-brung, hellzapoppin’ attitude with more
furiously creative energy and purity of essence
than Pylon.

Trust me. Its all in the box.

(The limited edition vinyl version of
Pylon Box is sold-out. A digital version of
the complete set is currently available for
download via Bandcamp. The CD version of
Pylon Box will be made available March 26,
2020, —ed)

Anagrams/Jeff Crompton: ‘Roll Call”
b/w “Springs” (self-released seven-inch) — At
the end of October, on a pleasantly warm,
overcast Saturday afternoon, Anagrams, a
newly formed duo comprising Jeff Crompton
(saxophones and clarinet) and JD Walsh (guitar
and electronics), marked the release of their
seven-inch debut, “Roll Call’/"Springs,” with
an open-air performance in the parking lot

at 378, the art gallery on Clifton Road in
Candler Park. Under imminent threat of rain,
Anagrams managed to wring out a short,
sweet set before the showers came, scattering
the grateful audience back into COVID exile.

The recorded version of “Roll Call” rolls
out with a deep dub bass line and a hint of
trap (ATL, yo!) in service of a finely contoured,
multihorn-driven theme, aspects of which
sound distinctly Zappa-esque. Cromptoris
sax solo slews between honking, pyrotechnic
flurry and edgy cocktail blues before Walsh
enters the fray with a few bars of funky butt
synth followed by a conjunctive outro-reprise
of the main theme. It's a lot of alt-jazzy fun

See Listening Post p.18
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY

ROB BREZSNY

SAGITTARIUS

The Archer - Nov. 22-Dec. 21

“Pictures of perfection, as you know,
make me sick and wicked,” observed
Sagittarian author Jane Austen. She wrote
this confession in a letter to her niece,
Fanny, whose boyfriend thought that

the women characters in Jane's novels
were too naughty. In the coming weeks,

I encourage you Sagittarians to regard
pictures of perfection with a similar disdlain.
To accomplish all the brisk innovations you
have a mandate to generate, you must
cultivate a deep respect for the messiness
of creativity; you must understand that
your dynamic imagination needs room

to experiment with possibilities that may
at first appear disorderly. For inspiration,
keep in mind this quote from Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich:
“Well-behaved women seldom make
history.”

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19): Capricomm novelist Anne
Bronts (1820-1849) said, “Smiles and tears are so alike with me,
they are neither of them confined to any particular feelings:
Toften cry when I am happy, and smile when I am sad" T
suspect you could have experlences like hers in the coming
weeks. T bet youll feel a welter of unique and unfamiliar
emotions. Some of them may seem paradoxical or mysterlous,
although T think theyl all be Interesting and catalytic. I suggest
you welcome thern and allow them to teach you many new-
secrets about your deep self and the mysterious nature of life.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18): Aquarian philosopher Stmane
Well formulated resolutions so as to avoid undermining
herself. First, she vowed she would only deal with difficulties
that actually conronted her, not any far-off or hypothetical
difficulties. Second, she would allow herself to feel only those
feelings that were needed to Inspire her and make her take
effective action. All other feelings were to be shed, Including
imaginary feelings—that s, those not rooted n any real,
abjectve situation. Third, she vowed, she would “never react to
evil in such a way as to augment 1t” Dear Aquartus, I think all
of these resolutions would be very useful for you to adopt in
the coming weeks.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20): In June 2019, 25-year-old
Piscean singer Justin Bieber addressed a tweet to s6-year-old
actor Tom Cruise, challenging him to a mixed martial arts
cage fight. “If you donit take this fight,” said Bieber, “you will
never live it down.” A few days later, Bleber retracted his dare,
confessing, "He would probably whoop my ass in a fight. If he
had walted tll now to make his proposal to Cruise, he might
have had more confidence to follow through—and he might
also have been better able to whoop Crulsés ass. From what 1
can determine, you Pisceans are currently at the peak of your
power and prowess.

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): According to Taoist scholar
Chad Hansen, “Western philosophers have endlessly analyzed
and dissected a cluster of terms thought to be central to

our thinking” such as truth, beauty, reason, knowledge,

beltef, mind, and goodness. But he reports that they ve never
turned their attention to a concept that’ central to Chinese
philosophy: the Tao, which might be defined as the natural,
unpredictable flow of lifes ever-changing thythms. T golng
to say something crazy but true: T think that you Aries people,
more than any other sign of the zodiac, have the potential to
cultivate an Intutive sense of how best to align yourselves
gracefully with the Tao. Youte now in prime time to do Just
that.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): ‘Humans like to be scared”
declares author Cathy Bell. "W love the wicked witchs cackle,
the wolfS hot breath, and the old lady who eats children
because sometimes, when the scary is over, al we rememnber
15 the magic” T guess that what she says is true. But there are
50 many other ways to encounter the magic, and many of
then dort requite even  touch of dread. That' exactly what
Ipredict for you in the coming weeks, Taurus: a serles of

2015 oqopv/eusksH

‘marvelous expertences—inchuding catharses, epiphantes, and
breakthroughs—that are neither spurred by fear nor Infused
withit.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20: T haverit been everywhere, but
s on my list” Author Susan Sontag made that wry comment
a5 way to express the fact that curlosity was at the heart of
her approach to life. She traveled widely, learned voraciously,
and wrote prolifically. I think her jokey aspiration would make
a good motto for you in 2021, snce the coming months will
bea time when you will espectally benefit from emphaslzing
the delights of exploration and expansion and education. Start
‘making plans!

GANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22):Is there anyone whose
forgiveness you would like to have? Is there anyone to whom
‘you should make atonement? Now would be a favorable phase
o tnitiate such actions. In a related sublect, would you benefic
from forgiving a certain person whorm you feel wronged you?
Might there be healing for you in asking that person to make
amends? The coming weeks worls be a perfect time to seek
these changes, but it will provide the best opportunity you
have had in a long time.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22): Scentists know that the Earthis
rotation 1s gradually slowing down—but at the very slow rate
of two milliseconds every 100 years. What that means Is that
200 million years from now, one day will last 25 hours. Think
of how much more we humans will be able to get done with
an extra hour! I suspect that you may get a preview of this
effect during the coming weeks, Leo, Youll be extra effictent.
Youll be focused and ntense ina rather relaxing way. Not only
that: You will lso be extra appreciative of the monumental
privilege of being alive. Asa result, you will seem to have mote
of the precious luxury of time.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22): Adventurer Tim Peck says
there are three kinds of fun. The first is pure pleasure,
enjoyed in full a i¢s happening, The second kind of fun feels
disagreeable and troublesome when It underway, but amusing
and interesting in retrospect. Examples are giving birth to

a baby or taking an arduous hike uphill through deep snow.
‘The third vartety of fun is no fun at all. It irksome while
youire dotng it, and equally irksome as you think about t later.
Now Il propose a fourth type of fun, which I suspect youll
specialize In during the coming weeks I¢s rather boring or
tedious or nondescript while s going on, but i retrospect
‘you are very glad you did Ir.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22) ‘T made the wrong mistakes,’
sald Libran composer and jazz pianist Thelonious Monk. He
had just completed an improvisatory performance he wasrit
satisfied with. On countless other occasions, however, he made
the right mistakes. The unexpected notes and tempo shifts

he tried often resulted in music that pleased him. T hope that
n the coming weeks you make a clear demarcation between
‘wrong mistakes and right mistakes, dear Libra. The latter could
help bring about ust the transformations you need.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21): *Home is not where you
‘were born,” writes Naguib Mahfouz. “Home is whete all your
attempts t escape cease: I propose that we make that one

of your mottoes for the year 2021, Scorplo. According to my
astrological analysis, you will recetve all the Inspiration and
support you need as you sttive to be at peace with exactly who
‘you are. Youll feel an ever-diminishing urge to wish you were
doing something else besides what youite actually doing, Youll
e less and less tempted to believe your destiny les elsewhere,
‘with different companions and differentadventures. To your
growing amazement, you will stop trying to flee what has been
given you,and you will accept the gifts Just as they are. And it
all starts now.

Get your monthly horoscope fix online at
creativeloafing.com/horoscopes
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s0ing to do it” So he calls 911. The naked ex-
girlfriend decides to get dressed and leaves
his apartment, still toting her gun, before
police arrived. But the man filed a police
report about the ex-girlfriend’s naked gun
threats.

Dude, was one sexy romp worth all this?

2020 DICKHEAD AWARD: About 30
people decided to hold a Black Lives Matter
protest, holding up signs and standing on a
street corner.

“For the most part, we were greeted with
signs of support — from honks to thumbs
up!” reports one protest organizer. “Towards
the end, an older (white) man drove by
while yelling we were ignorant.” About two
minutes later, the older white man showed
up on foot at the protest — “and started using
the N-word,” says the protest organizer. “Not
afraid of a good fight, I let him know I wasn't
afraid of his ignorant rants. Then, he got
ugly. This man got in my face and spit on me.
Twice. He then yelled, ‘T have the COVID-19.”

That wasn'tall. A fellow organizer
followed the older white guy to his car,
intending to snap a pic of his license plate.
When the man saw him taking a photo, he
shouted, “Tll shoot you, N-lover. Why don't
you suck a N-dick?”

The older white man lives in Decatur. Yes,
Decatur. The land of hemp clothes and yoga.

He wore a T-shirt that read: “Math
Counts.” Along with plaid shorts and a white
baseball cap.

The protest organizer posted photos of
the man (and his license plate) on Facebook.
‘T have called the police,” he says. “This man
belongs in jail.”

2020 ROLL FRENZY: In a flash during
the spring of 2020, all of Atlanta’s population
became obsessed with one thing: Wiping
their ass. And consumed with fear over
supplies running out for said ass-wiping.
Toilet-paper thievery reports suddenly surged
past reports of more conventionally appealing
items for bandits, like flat-screen TVs. And it
wasnlt just experienced robbers with TP on
the brain: A seemingly sane and wholesome-
looking elderly grandfather allegedly knocked
innocent children to the ground for a single
roll of Quilted Northern Ultra-Plush.

Grocery store parking lots across ATL
abruptly transformed into bitch-slap combat
zones, one pitting a suburban housewife
against a bearded urban hipster with a man
bun — with both sides madly wrestling over
18-packs of Charmin Ultra-Soft 2-Ply Mega
Rolls.

And of course, it wasn't just ATL. More
than 3,000 miles away, the police department
in Newport, Oregon, got fed up with fielding
“emergency” calls over toilet-paper shortages.
“It’s hard to believe that we even have to post
this,” Newport police wrote on Facebook.

“Do not call 9-1-1 just because you ran out
of toilet paper. You will survive without our
assistance. In fact, history offers you many
other options in your time of need if you
cannot find a roll: Mayans used corncobs

... Farmers used pages from the Farmers
Almanac.” The police post goes on to suggest
“grocery receipts, newspaper, cloth rags, lace,
cotton balls, and that empty toilet paper roll
sitting in front of you ... Just don't call g-1-1.
‘We cannot bring you toilet paper.”

Humanity still hasn't recovered. —CL—
The Blotter Diva compiles reports from
the Atlanta Police Department and local news
reports — and puts them into her own words.





OEBPS/image/Things_To_Do_1-12V.png
THINGS
TO DO
TODAY...

...AND EVERYDAY





OEBPS/image/150112441.png
CONTENTS

DECEMBER 2020
Volume 50 « Issue 5

GRAZING

The pandemic makes critics
self-critical but Hispanic street
food still tastes really good

BY CLIFF BOSTOCK

1

MARKETPLACE
Shop Local - Support ATL
Businesses

BY CL STAFF

12

ATL UNTRAPPED

The Music Room, a tragic
casualty of 2020

BY JOSHUA ROBINSON

&

BLUES & BEYOND

2020: the year everyone got the
blues

BY HAL HOROWITZ

17

LISTENING POST

Pylon’s past reconsidered
BY DOUG DELOACH
FOR THE COMPLETE DECEMBER ISSUE

OF CREATIVE LOAFING, PLEASE VISIT
HTTPS://CREATIVELOAFING.COM






OEBPS/image/A1138395.png
y Fop
SPECI4, SET
U D0 OND D
DM RD, A U U





OEBPS/image/12.png





OEBPS/image/150112448.png
BLUES & BEYOND:
2020: the year everyone got the blues

Recapping the last 12 months of uncertainty

HAL HOROWITZ

heres little more to be said about a

year that put the brakes on virtually all

live music after the middle of March.

Those working in the blues and

roots fields, not the most profitable genres
even in the best of times, had to reevaluate
their careers and a life without income from
playing live shows. Of course, concerts are
the lifeblood of blues, folk, and other roots
genres that blur the lines between them; the
place where, when everything is aligned, the
audience and performer join in an indefinable
bond that only those who have experienced it
can truly understand. When we will return to
that remains uncertain, but 2021 isn't looking
good at this point, either.

Still, the year found that when the going
got tough, the tough got going.

Local guitar hero Tinsley Ellis, who
had the bad fortune to release the terrific Ice
Cream in Hell album at the end of January,
watched his entire schedule to promote it
quickly dissipate in the mist of COVID-19
within a month of the coronaviruss
appearance. Undaunted — well a little daunted
but still resolute — he took to the internet to
add to his impressive weekly Facebook series,
“Sunday Mornir’ Coffee Song,” usually an
acoustic cover, by introducing a newly penned
track in another weekly series, “Wednesday
Basement Tapes Song,” a nod to Bob Dylan
and The Band’s The Basement Tapes.

Athens-based roots rockers Drive-By
Truckers released not one, but two exciting
full-length discs with January’s The Unraveling
and October’s The New OK, both heavy on
the left-wing politics (“Babies in Cages,’
“Thoughts and Prayers’) that anyone who has
followed them over the years knows they have
supported and espoused for decades.

Greenville, Georgia’s own Jontavious
Willis received a coveted 2020 “Best
Traditional Blues” Grammy nomination for his
Spectacular Class album, helped enormously
by legendary and very vocal supporters Taj
Mahal and Keb’ Mo, with both assisting in
the disc’s production and promotion. He didn't
win, but the high-profile visibility put him on
the international blues map.

They have since moved to Nashville, but
Marietta’s guitar toting sister duo Larkin Poe
were also 2020 Grammy award nominees
for their well-received Venom & Faith. They
too stepped up with a consistent live-on-the

internet presence and recorded
anew stripped-down covers
set, Kindred Spirits, for a late
November street date. More on
that in a future column.

'WREFG, the area’s leading
blues radio station with over
20 hours per week of such
programming, continued
broadcasting with DJs recording
their shows from home.
However, the station’s annual
Labor Day Blues BBQ event,
one of the biggest, oldest, and
most profitable blues occasions
of the year, had to be moved
online. The music was stellar,
as most acts recorded a new
video for the event with RFG
volunteers introducing them.
But without an admission
charge, fundraising was severely
impacted. Everyone in the blues
community is looking forward
to getting back together “live and
in person,” where this annual
concert is most effective in terms of raising
‘much-needed cash for the scrappy community
nonprofit.

Veteran Atlanta bluesman and historian
Mudcat saw his highly anticipated annual
event, “Chicken Raid 2020,” scuttled. It was
particularly frustrating since the two-day
event with over 100 acts scheduled was to
debut for an all-ages clientele at Waller's
Coffee House. It would have been the first
time the show moved from the far less family-
friendly Northside Tavern. Danny Dudeck
also took to the internet for various live-
streamed events.

Speaking of venues, it has been rough
going for Virginia Highland’s usually
dependable Blind Willie's. The long-
established club has opened and closed a few
times since March, but now seems to have
found a comfortable schedule with local acts
playing Friday through Sunday nights weekly,
with no cover, masks required when you're
not drinking, and social distancing enforced.
Tipping, of course, is highly encouraged.

The Northside Tavern reopened in
October after months of being dark. No
indication about pandemic policies on their
‘webpage, but a spokesperson says the staff
‘wears masks and the club does ‘the best we
can” to maintain social distancing. Of note is

that the iconic dive bar closed for three days
during the last week of October for the filming
of an Aretha Franklin film. More on that as
details emerge.

The City Winery, located at the Ponce
City Market, also reopened with strict COVID
guidelines, all detailed on their homepage.
Some strong headliners (see below) are on tap
for December at the more upscale location.

And finally, sadly, Roswell’s Gypsy Rose,
one of the few OTP venues to book local and
nationally recognized roots acts, closed its
doors after two years of ups and downs, beat
down by the pandemic nightmare.

Live shows are back? Well, sort of ... Here
are some December Christmas gifts for the
live music lover.

Thurs., Dec. 3, Thurs. Dec. 17, & Thurs.,
Dec. 31

Lucinda Williams, City Winery — The
roots Americana icon crafts swampy music
infused with country, folk, blues and rock,
all torched with her ragged but right vocals.
Her previously scheduled appearances at
the venue have been canceled, but City
Winery is offering live streams of her recent
performance covering the songs of other
artists, The themed sets, appropriately titled
Lus Jukebox , are studio presentations with a
full band, with proceeds to financially assist

NORTHSIDE TAVERN: Even when its doors are closed, the joint’s rockin’!

independent music venues in this difficult
time.
Fri., Dec. 11

John Hiatt, City Winery — Like Williams,
Hiatt has carved out his place as one of
Americanas earliest and most talented singer/
songwriters. While he's best with a crack band
rocking behind him, solo shows like this one
allow him to pick and choose highlights and
obscurities from a nearly five-decade career.

Tues., Dec. 15

Wynonna Judd Unplugged, City Winery
— The flaming red-headed country diva s
afull-blown star — and she knows it. Sure,
some of her material is slick and commercial,
but she has recently shifted o a tougher, rawer
music approach, She is larger than life on
stage — this show should be a blast.

Sun., Dec. 20

Michelle Malone & the Hot Toddies,
Napoleons/The Vista Room — Pandemic be
damned, it's Toddie Time again as Michelle
Malones stripped-down, jazzy /rockin’
Christmas tradition continues. Malone is a
local treasure, and this lone gig is a perfect
‘way to celebrate the season. —CL—

Please send upcoming blues events to
consider for CL5 Blues & Beyond concert
calendar to hal. horowitz@creativeloafing.com.
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ATLANTA MUSIC NEWS: The Coathangers redux

Divisive band’s first album is reissued

CHAD RADFORD

n the summer of 2006, four young friends decided to start
aband together — so they could play at a friendss house
party. Singer and guitar player Julia Kugel, bass player and
vocalist Meredith Franco, drummer and vocalist Stephanie
Luke, and keyboard player Candice Jones each had very little
experience playing music up to that point, but why let that
spoil a good time?
Tt was a year building up to a boon for punk and garage
rock in Atlanta, carved out by a rising scene of local acts
such as the Black Lips, Beat Beat Beat, Frantic, Carbonas,
Deerhunter, Gentleman Jesse & His Men, and more — enabled
by a small network of DIY labels including Die Slaughterhaus,
Rob’s House, and Douchemaster Records. Raw, primitive, and
fun-loving rock ‘n’ roll bashing was the order of the day, and
the Coathangers delivered every time they played.
“T just keep thinking about how much fun we were all
having back then,” says Kugel. “We really didnit know what
we were doing — nobody did! That's what made it such an

THE COATHANGERS: Meredith Franco (left), Stephanie
Luke, Julia Kugel, and Candice Jones.

the band members.

The Coathangers have played all over Europe, and as far
away as Japan and Tasmania. They've released six LPs via
Seattle’s Suicide Squeeze Records, coming to a head with the
stylishly evolved songwriting of “F the NRA” from 2019's The

v Devil You Know.
| Keyboard player Jones departed after the group’s third
album, 2011’ Larceny & Old Lace. Luke has gone on to play
in other acts including NRCSSST with Dan Dixon of PLS
PLS. Kugel, who lives in Long Beach, has released recordings
as White Woods, and most recently plays in Soft Palms with
Scott Montoya, formerly of The Growlers. But the more things
change, the more they stay the same.

“Musically things have changed somewhat — Steph has
always come at these songs from a really big place, and T have
always come at our songs from a place of smallness,” Kugel
says. “We've grown a lot as a band and as individuals, but
we're still all about those same ideas — the same messages of
empowering women, having fun. I find it absolutely amazing
that we'e still dealing with all of the very same issues today.”

Tiassa v

S /

incredible time in all of our lives.”

Less than a year after forming, the group went into Nickel
& Dime Studios to record their self-titled debut LP on Rob’s
House Records. It was the label’s first full-length offering,
coming on the heels of several 7-inch singles, complete with
artwork by Deerhunter’s Bradford Cox.

Sporting songs such as “Tonya Harding “Don't Touch My
Shit,” and “Shut the Fuck Up,” the LP channeled the mania
of the group’s live shows into what became an immediately
divisive record — you either loved the Coathangers or you
hated them. The group’s allies rallied behind their caterwaul-
ing live shows with members switching instruments between

songs, each number a scattershot of demure songwriting and
shotgun-blasts of feminism, vulgar humor, and female empow-
erment. The group’s name was a reference to a joke on 30 Rock,
and a punk-rock jab at the anxieties of living in a world where
the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling was under constant
assault by right-wing zealots.

The tension the Coathangers generated by their presence
alone created a charged atmosphere of elation and animosity,
fueling the ever-growing crowds they attracted.

The group’s detractors attacked their wardrobe, gender, and
the juvenile tone of songs like “Nestle in My Boobies;” regard-
less of their burgeoning musical chops. This did little to deter

On December 4, Seattles Suicide Squeeze Records is
reissuing the Coathangers' self-titled debut. The reissue —
with 500 copies pressed on “confetti crush splatter vinyl” and
500 on “neon strawberry-banana pinwheel” vinyl — has been
remastered by Scott Montoya, and comes complete with two
bonus cuts: “Never Wanted You,” which first appeared on a
2007 single, and “Wife Eyes;” from 2010’ Hard Candy 7-inch.
Both singles were originally released via Die Slaughterhaus.
In 2020, nearly 14 years later, the group's debut album is
as confrontational and fun-loving as ever, and a snapshot of a
more exuberant time in Atlanta’s musical history. —CL—

Chad Radford’s Top Ten: A genre-defying look at this year’s releases by Atlanta artists

1. Warm Red: Decades of Breakfast (State Laughter) — This is post-punk Atlantas saving
grace. Frontman Toni Gary, drummer Jacob Armando, bass player Bryan Scherer, and guitarist
Stephen Lewis come out swinging with 12 blasts of snarling angst and barreling thythms and
distortion. For fans of HAWKS, the Birthday Party, and the Jesus Lizard.

2. Thousandaire Thousandaire (Colonel Records) — Seven songs played by dudes who
know the harrowing ups and downs of a night in Atlanta music. The album resonates with an
ininitely pleasing mid-8os SST indie rock vibe & la Pavement, Meat Puppets, and Dinosaur Jr.
We could all use more of that in our lives as the year draws to a close.

3. Zano Bathroom: Afrikan Sciences Presents: Zano Bathroom’ Universe From a Different
Hip Hop (self-released) — Interstellar hip-hop with Zano Bathroom taking the lead on 13 cuts
from the outer limits. Never afraid to dive headlong into the avant-garde while honing killer
beats and rhymes, Zano joins forces with Eric Porter, aka Afrikan Sciences, o send their
respective brands of hip-hop off to the cosmos.

4 Lowtown: Lowtown — Guitar player, singer, and former CL intern Beaux Neal shows
off a disarmingly rich vocal range on these six songs, with singer and guitarist John Pierce,
drummer Russell Rockwell, and bass player Aidan Burns creating a deep and mysterious
Southern indie rock ambiance.

5. Duet For Theremin and Lap Steel: Halocline (Stickfigure Recordings) — Scott Burland
and Frank Schultz return with an new, eight-song gem of haunting, luminous atmospherics,
pushing their fluid musical aesthetics to new places with vocalist Dane Waters, whose voice is
waoven subtly throughout the albums lingering drones, providing an alluring aquatic theme.

6. Tears for the Dying: Memories (self-released) — The death punk trio’s second full-
length, engineered and produced by Tom Ashton of The March Violets at Subvon Studio in

Athens. Adria Schlenker, Debra Beat, and Candy Cancer shed the keyboard for most of the
album's tracks to summon forth a raw, confrontational, old-school punk rock assault, along the
way creating a death-afflicted classic album!

7. Nicol Eltzroth Rosendorf: Big Other (self-released) — Rosendorfs first proper LP fea-
tures four pieces bursting with layers of droning beauty, anxiety, texture, and ambiance. The
album includes contributions from Jarboe (SWANS), James Joyce (Cheifs, Noot d’ Noot, Car
Vs. Driver), Shannon Mulvaney (Magnapop, Anna Kramer, Clobber), Brian Halloran (Smoke,
W8ing4UFOs), Billy Fields (Follow For Now, Dionne Farris, W8ing4UFOs), and Xander Cook.

8. Hip to Death: TMI America (self-released) — Recorded on a four track in husband and
wife John and Kasey Breedlove’s home in Roswell, Georgia, with its 13 tracks mixed and mas-
tered by Tom Ashton at SubVon Studio in Athens. Each grinding moment unfolds with a styl-
ishly murky traipse that evokes the sounds and vision of mid-8os UK. goth, while embracing
the dark and aggressive immediacy of the here and now.

9. Mastodon: Medium Rarities (Reprise) — Double LP offers an exploded view of what
the monsters of Atlanta metal are all about, rounding up 16 odds and ends from the past 20
years — seven-inch singles, instrumental outtakes, live recordings, and a scorching rendition of
Metallica i

10. The Cheifs: Four-song seven-inch (Missing Fink Records) — Their last release stamps
in time bass player and vocalist Bob Glassley’s next generation Cheifs lineup — drummer James
Joyce, guitarist Scott Hedeen, and vocalist Brad Castlen — expanding beyond the original L.A.
hardcore outfit's early '8os repertoire. In the interest of full-disclosure, I wrote the liner notes
for this one and final offering from the group. It’s an Atlanta punk rock sleeper classic, mixed
by Bill Stevenson of the Descendents. Not to be missed. —CL—
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My name is Graham Nash and I congratulate all Georgians who helped win the White House for President-elect, Joe Biden and
Vice President-elect Kamala Harris. You now have an opportunity to leave an indelible mark on history by voting on January 5th when
both of Georgia’s Senate seats are part of a special run-off election.

Mitch McConnell has over 400 bi-partisan bills on his desk, including one that would help millions of American families put food
on their tables and be able to pay their rent, but he’s notat all interested in the welfare of the people of the United States. It’s of
paramount importance that the Georgia Senate run-offs give Democrats control of the Senate. If you’Ve

ever enjoyed my music, I urge you to vote for Democrats Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock. SN
Encourage your friends and family to join you in votingto take back our country. \/V (»\9 —

LEGENDARY ARTIST GRAHAM NASH IS A TWO-TIMEROCK AND ROLLHALL OF FAME INDUCTEE - WITH CROSBY, STILLS AND NASH AND WITH THE HOLLIES
HE WAS ALSO INDUCTED TWICEINTO THE SONGWRITERS HALL OF FAME AS A SOLO ARTIST AND WITHCSN, AND HE IS A GRAMMY AWARD WINNER.

“Copyright 2020 Nash Notes Painting by Amy Grantham
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ATL UNTRAPPED:
The Music Room, a tragic casualty of 2020

At year’s end, Atlanta memorializes the beloved Edgewood venue

JOSHUA ROBINSON

6

oodbye” — one word with
1o punctuation or further
elaboration contextualized a
photo of The Music Room in
a mid-September Instagram post, featuring a
close-up shot of the gathering place’s em-
blematic stereo-style decor. It quickly traveled
through the social media channels of Atlanta’s
local music scene as artists, DJs, and patrons
alike spread the news of the club's untimely
closing. Although the post followed an exten-
sive statement made by The Music Room two
days earlier that explained in detail the heart-
breaking circumstances that befell the venue,
that photo of the Edgewood Avenue mainstay
captioned with a mere ‘Goodbye” was the nail
in the coffin. It represented the definitive end
for a place that brought unforgettable music
experiences to Edgewood — and Atlanta.

At the start of 2020, however, Keiran Neely
— a veteran House DJ and one of the owners
of the tri-concept complex that included The
Music Room, Edgewood Speakeasy, and Bone
Lick Southern Kitchen — had no clue that
he would be closing the doors to his lifetime
accomplishment. Like many, the England-to-
Atlanta transplant started hearing rumblings
about the coronavirus at the beginning of the
year but didn't think that the disease would
make it to the United States, let alone ravage
it. Yet, when it became clear that aggressive
action would be needed to protect TMR
performers, staff, and patrons, he and his
business partner Mike LaSage paused their
regular operations in March.

“There was definitely a sense of
disenchantment.” Neely recalls. “We thought
that it was going to be short-lived and quickly
resolved after a shut-down, and things would
get back to normal. Obviously that didn't
happen. Fortunately, we had a full kitchen
down here, so we transitioned from venue
owners to producing our current pop-up
situation.”

After business at The Music Room came
to a screeching halt and both the Speakeasy
and Bone Lick bowed out of the picture,
Neely and LaSage created the SOS (Save Our
Shop) Pop-up Kitchen in order to keep The
Music Room afloat during the uncertainty this
year brought. The socially distanced concept
has been offering a limited, rotating takeout
menu for pickup and delivery since March.

Unfortunately, as restaurants slowly reopened
and the need for takeout and delivery subsided
as people became more comfortable with new
COVID-19 safety guidelines, SOS's proceeds
were no longer robust enough to keep The
Music Room alive.

“We didn't have the resources to keep the
landlord satisfied. He was super cool for as
long as he could be, and T don't judge him for
asking us to leave;” Neely admits. “He found
another tenant that was willing to pay full
rent”

Neely and LaSage tried to ease the financial
strain of maintaining their lease by searching
for a tenant who would be willing to take

over the space upstairs, which originally
housed both Bone Lick and Speakeasy. They
eventually found one, but the unnamed tenant,
‘who would eventually take over the lease,
reportedly wanted to rent the entire space —
both upstairs and downstairs.

“At that point, we were left with two
choices: “Do we continue to dig ourselves
deeper into a hole, or do we walk away?” Neely
says. “We would have tried to make it work by
ourselves, spending money to keep the place
‘with the doors closed, but we accepted that
The Music Room is closed. The Music Room
has been closed. And The Music Room is
going to be closed.

“What is the point of putting ourselves
further into debt with a business that we can't
even operate for the near and distant future?
T don't want to bad-mouth the guy who came
and took over the space and the lease because
he has done nothing wrong. He got us out of a
financial situation that we were stuck in, and
we were given a chance to walk away cleanly
with our heads held high.”

Though the reality of having to part ways
‘with the Edgewood property still stings
for Neely — who deems The Music Room
the “crown jewel” of his career so far — the
‘massive outpouring of support from locals
on social media has helped patch up his
wounds. Seeing fans across genres offer
their condolences validated his and LaSage's
efforts to create an inclusive and welcoming
environment for everyone who walked down
The Music Rooms steps. He is grateful that the
Room was able to go out on a high note.

The venue continues to receive praise
in the afterlife, from its loyal House crowd
and the city’s hip-hop community. Producer-

BOOMBOX FOREVER: The Music Room’s run is over, but its legacy lives on. Pictured,
from left: Francois Kevorkian (@francoiskync), Kevin Saunderson (@kevinsaunderson),
Mark Farina (@djmarkfarina), Honey Dijon (@honeydijon), and Nicky Siamo (djnicks4).

songwriter AUDIADASOUND (of The
Queendom), “Breakfast” rapper BOREGARD.,
artist manager and ONE Musicfest marketing
coordinator Jarrett Smith, and CL Live
From the Archives alumnus SOTA all
enthusiastically commented on The Music
Roonts significance to Atlantas hip-hop
underground:

® “The Music Room was like a second
home to us! From events thrown by the
homies to some of our greatest performances,
the times we had there will always be
cherished.” — AUDIADASOUND

® ‘T remember winning an A3C contest
and having an official A3C event of my own in
that venue. It was one of the few places where
you knew sound wouldn't be a problem. The
staff was very accommodating, and the vibes
‘were infinite. The Music Room will live in my
heart forever.” — BOREGARD.

® “The Music Room was one of those
spots artists had to perform at to pay their
dues early on. I canlt think of one of my
favorite Atlanta artists that hasn't played a
show at TMR. From EarthGang to Cam The
Artisan, Kenny Mason or NEDLOG — it was

just somewhere you had to stop when coming
up.— Jarrett Smith

® ‘The energy The Music Room had
was different. You walked down those stairs
into a completely different world. It played a
‘major part in the underground music scene in
Atlanta” — SOTA

The Music Room meant a lot to artists, DJs,
promoters, music executives, and patrons from
all corners of Atlantds diverse music scenes,
but to Neely, who, alongside LaSage, made The
Music Room the cultural behemoth that it
Wwas, it was a dream come true.

Tn a year plagued with loss, the city
memorializes yet another tragic casualty of
2020. By taking the lives of our loved ones,
the pandemic has brought anguish to Atlanta’s
heart. By the Atlanta Police Department’s
killing of Rayshard Brooks and assaulting
peaceful protestors in our streets, our city has
lost its peace of mind. And, by signaling the
end of an era for Edgewood Avenue — and
the local music scene as a whole — with the
closing of The Music Room, 2020 has now
stolen an irreplaceable part of Atlantas soul.
—CL—
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Shop Local <« Support ATL businesses

elcome to Creative Loafing's new Marketplace, designed with our city’s local shop owners and merchants in mind, giving you a
chance to discover new, cool, and unique gift items online at www.creativeloafing.com/marketplace from the safety of
your own personal mobile device.

Curated by local area business associations, individual shopkeepers, ATL influencers and CL staffers, all of the items you'll find at the
Marketplace have origins and lineage linked to Georgia, and, in particular, Atlanta.

The items you see here are but a sampling of the many products and gifts you will find available online. Many of the the products are available for immedi-
ate purchase through the merchant’s own website, others are available for you to order and pay for online and then pick-up curbside as you would a to-go food
order. See something you like? Want to see more? Most of these shops are also open for business or by appointment, observing CDC guidelines for the social
distance-conscious shopper, and those with proper PPE (mask) attire.

‘Whether a local business, artist, musician, designer or creative, we've all been hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic and COVID-19. And we will survive
together, buying locally, offering a hand to those in need, and helping others in our community.

Inaugural participants in the CL Marketplace can be found using the links below:
www.creativeloafing.com/decatur-neighborhood-store (City of Decatur)
www.creativeloafing.com/east-atlanta-village-neighborhood-store (East Atlanta Business Association)
www.creativeloafing.com/kirkwood-neighborhood-store (Kirkwood Business Owners Association)
www.creativeloafing.com/little-five-points-store (Little Five Points Business Association)
www.creativeloafing.com/piedmont-heights-neighborhood-store (Piedmont Heights Alliance)
www.creativeloafing.com/virginia-highland-store (Virginia Highland District Association)

In addition, we are working with some talented food entrepreneurs at the Prep Commercial Kitchens (www.prepatl.com) co-working space and making

available fresh offerings from Georgia Grown (www.georgiagrown.com) with their offerings also presented in the Marketplace at:
www.creativeloafing.com/food-store.

Many of the local artists and craftspeople who show at the large, outdoor arts festivals can now be found in our Marketplace. We've partnered with the
fabulous team at Marietta Art in the Park to showcase their artists virtually at www.creativeloafing.com/marietta-art-in-the-park as most of the partic-
ipants have not had had a place to set up with face-to-face events having been cancelled or postponed.

You'll also find many of the familiar artists and vendors who have participated in previous Creative Loafing shopping guides here:

www.creativeloafing.com/marketplace

‘While we are introducing the Marketplace during the holiday season, our hope is it will become a place year-round for people to find the best, the hippest,
and the coolest Atlanta has to offer. Want to participate? It’s free! Submit your items here: https://creativeloafing.com/marketplace-submission

$49.99

Chinese Southern Belle LLC

Atlanta Personal Chef Service

Blank Canvas Massage

$138
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packed into four minutes and 15 seconds.

In complementary opposition, “Springs”
captures Anagrams skipping with almost
unbearable lightness of being through a sunlit
field of blooming lavender as interpreted
on clarinet, acoustic guitar, and accordion-
sounding keyboard — and I mean that in a
good, folky jazz way. The world needs more
lightness of being and blooming lavender and
less of almost everything else.

Much promise lies in Anagrams, a
serendipitous neighborhood pairing, which,

like curbside store pickup and backyard hair
salons, owes its existence in large part to the
Current Unpleasantness.

Various Artists: A Circle of Atoms:
The Pasaquan Sessions 2020 (Institute 193)
— Slated for release on February 18, 2021, A
Circle of Atoms: the Pasaquan Sessions 2020
is a limited-edition vinyl album featuring
artists who were scheduled to play this past
July at Pasafest, an annual outdoor concert at
Pasaquan, the phantasmagorical compound
in Buena Vista, Georgia, created by the late
Eddie Owens Martin, also known as St.
EOM. The album is a joint venture between
Columbus State University and the Pasaquan
Preservation Society in collaboration with
[nstitute 193 in Lexington, Kentucky.

When COVID quashed plans for the
outdoor concert, Pasafest organizers switched
gears. The musicians traveled to Pasaquan
where their performances were captured
on videotape with the audio available for
producing an album. The lineup for A Circle
of Atoms includes Lonnie Holley, Chickasaw
Mudd Puppies, Shy Layers, Chris Stelling,
Crispin Wah, Exotic Bird Hunter, James
Husband, Jim White, Nikki Speake, Robert Lee
Coleman, and Duet for Theremin & Lap Steel.

For the last few weeks, the video
performances at Pasaquan have been released
for public viewing on Facebook and the
Institute 193 Vimeo page. The first three
videos feature Lonnie Holley performing
“Earth, We Have a Problem”; a mesmerizing
ambient set by Duet for Theremin & Lap Steel;
and Jim White playing one of his signature
songs, “Plywood Superman.” The plan is to
release one video every Thursday until the
official album hits the street on February 18.

Sun Ra Arkestra: Swirling (Strut Records)
— Sun Ra may have exited the earthly plane

in 1993, but his cosmic philosophy and
otherworldly genius as a composer /arranger
continue to inspire some of the greatest

jazz being performed in the 21st century,
particularly in the form of the Sun Ra Arkestra
under the direction of Marshall Allen.
Swirling, the Arkestras first full-length studio
album in 20 years (two live recordings have
been released in the interim), finds Allen, at 96
years of age, in full command of the visionary

cooperative he joined some 62 years ago when
the band was based in Chicago.

Still a formidable multi-instrumentalist
(reeds, horns, flute), Allen composed the
alburms exuberant title track, while most of the
other selections are his new arrangements of
Sun Ra material. Many of the songs, such as
“Satellites are Spinning,” “Angels and Demons
at Play,” “Astro Black,” and “Rocket No. 9, will
be familiar to longtime fans. Recorded over the
last few years at Rittenhouse Soundworks in
Philadelphia, the Arkestra configuration heard
on Swirling includes veterans such as Michael
Ray (trumpet), Danny Ray Thompson (baritone
sax, flute), Vincent Chancey (French horn),
and Elson Nascimento (drums, percussion),
along with relative newcomers including
Dave Hotep (guitar) and Farid Barron (piano).
Sadly, Thompson, who served for decades as
the Arkestra’s manager, died this past March
12, while conga master Stanley “Atakatune”
Morgan passed away in 2018.

Most especially welcome is the presence of
Tara Middleton (Hotep's wife) who has been
singing with the Arkestra band since 2012.
‘With the passing in 1992 of songstress and
high priestess of Afrofuturism June Tyson, the
Arkestra suffered a seemingly irreparable, if
nonfatal, artillery strike. Middleton, who also
plays violin, restores the magic elixir that made
Tyson an integral element of Sun Ra's cosmo-
infinity soundscape. As well as uncannily
conjuring her predecessor on *Satellites Are
Spinning,” Middleton distinctively applies

her robust, richly textured, Sarah Vaughn-ish
instrument to “Astro Black” in an essentially

a cappella performance accompanied only by
slewing electronics, as well as on the slamming
extended blues jam, “Space Loneliness.”

In keeping with the Sun Ra tradition,
Swirling showcases a range of idiomatic styles
from free jazz sojourns and deeply swinging
big band riffs to funky-as-you-wannabe
rhythm and blues romps and even aberrant
novelty fare, such as “Unmask the Batman.”
Regarding the latter, the success of Marshall's
take on the '6os-era TV superhero theme song,
originally composed by Neal Hefti, is perhaps
best left to the individual listener’s discretion.

Swirling showcases the modern-day
Arkestra in a resplendent state of tune, but also
serves to highlight the ensemble’s nature as an
evolving organism. Marshall Allen's Arkestra is
not a clone of his late mentor’s band. His own
reading of the master plan, which one day will
be passed along to another adventurous crew,
tends to favor the horn section, as opposed to
Ras natural proclivity toward the keyboard
and its harmonic excitations. Regardless, let us
give thanks for the opportunity to travel the
spaceways from planet to planet with The Sun
Ra Arkestra under the masterful guidance of
its nearly century-old commander. —CL—
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tables. She disputed my observation, and T
chose not to argue. I waited outside, perched
on one of four stools.

When my food arrived 15 minutes after
ordering at the counter, it was plated for dining
in. I thought I'd ordered it to go. I was paranoid
as hell but decided to go with it. The woman
working the floor cleared a space at the end
of a bar, next to the door. My first bite of an
al pastor taco was astonishing. In meat-eating
life it is a flour tortilla full of spit-roasted,
marinated pork basted in fresh pineapple juice
as it cooks. Chi Chi's version is served ina
slightly crispy tortilla. The meat substitute,
“chk'n,” is plant-based, of course, and doesn't
make an effort to exactly impersonate sliced
meat. It was almost like a deliciously seasoned
stew topped with explosively fresh pineapple,
cilantro, and onions (but missing the promised
guac). I also ordered a veggie chimichanga,
which was equally stunning, It was $16 but
large enough for two people, and Td venture
to say it's the best version of a chimichanga
I've eaten in our city in a very long time. It's
full of rice, black beans, and fajita-style veggies
wrapped in a gigantic fried burrito, topped
with faux queso and pico de gallo. (You can
add ‘meat” and guac.) Everything about its
seasonings and textures seemed fine-tuned
compared to the usual burrito dump.

The menu here is brief and I want to try
everything on it, but I'm not planning to
eat on the premises. Halfway through my
chimichanga I got anxious as hell and asked
for a box to take it home. It held up pretty well,
but like all takeout food, it lost some of its
gloss, even in a brief drive. Still, I suggest that
you order online for pickup.

La Bodega: This is a little complicated.
La Bodega is three food things seemingly
crawling toward infinity. It is, foremost
(to my mind), a Salvadoran pupuseria. It
is a developing Hispanic grocery store (or

“bodega’). It also hosts The Window for
takeout pop-ups of potentially infinite
numbers. Located in the gigantic, old,
renovating, artsy, alternative, lovable MET
complex in southwest Atlanta, it is the project
of Ken and Jeanette Katz, owners of Buenos
Dias Café in downtown Atlanta, which they've
shuttered due to COVID-19.

Ilove pupusas but I have eaten so many
bad ones in Atlanta, T gave up ordering
them anywhere a few years ago. They're not
complicated. They are griddle cakes made of
corn flour stuffed with a variety of ingredients.
They are often compared to Venezuelan arepas
and Mexican gorditas, but pupusas are stuffed
before they are cooked instead of after. This
‘makes them denser, and if made too long in
advance they are virtually inedible even when
dunked deeply into sauce for a long time.

Tordered a sample plate of two pupusas,
with plantains, pickled cabbage slaw, and
quinoa topped with black beans. The
first was the pupusa revuelta, probably El
Salvador’s favorite and certainly mine. It’s full
of black beans, cheese, and crunchy bits of
chicharrones, the fried pork fat that made my
life worth living south of the border. I'll get
two next time. The other pupusa I ordered
was stuffed with chicken mole characteristic
of the Mexican state of Guerrero. It was tasty
and tender but the red mole was a bit thin and
lightly flavored for my taste. Tm not saying
that's bad. It's a popular style, but I want more
depth. You can eat these with your hands or
‘with utensils. Just be sure you include a bit
of the tangy slaw with each bite. The menu
includes many other dishes such as bizarrely
compelling pizzas, breakfast nachos, and
Cuban sandwiches.

During my visit, two pop-up vendors
were working the Windows gig. One was
Carrot Dog, Sorry, I really don't like hot dogs
or carrots. However, I love banana pudding,

001508 211>

THE LO-CAL DESSERT: Surely, the banana pudding from BeyNana’s Sweets is less
fattening since it contains no bananas. And it’s cruelty free! “No bananas were
harmed,” according to marketing material.

CHUBBY MANNA: Lupe’s Mexican Eatery, a new pop-up, recently featured chicharrones
stewed in a red sauce (left) and beef tongue cooked in green sauce.

and I made a beeline to BeyNana’s window.
The owner, Micki Bey, was working outside
the window, something like a carnival

barker, urging people to try samples of her
banana pudding. The interesting thing about
BeyNanas banana pudding is that it contains
no bananas. That’s right. You don't have to
shove those overripe, browning bananas out of
the way while you go for the pudding, as Ms.
Bey explained to VoyageATL. There are about
20 different varieties of the pudding available,
such as delicious Smores, which I sampled.
While T waited for my pupusas, I swung basic
and devoured half a tub of the plain pudding
‘with vanilla wafers. How good was it? I ate
the rest of it at traffic lights on my way home,
getting honked at twice. Check out La Bodegas
‘website for other pop-ups.

Lupe’s Mexican Eatery: Sofia Garcia
Diaz of Little Tart Bake Shop has fed me
something I have only been able to find one
time in Atlanta since the late ‘8os. I'm talking
about tacos filled with chicharrones suaves
— big sloppy pieces of soft pork fat and
skin. Granted, she stews them in a red sauce
instead of the salsa verde in which I ate them
voraciously in Houston and Mexico, but I don't
care.

Diaz, a native of Guadalajara, hosts a
pop-up, Lupe’s Mexican Eatery, at Little Tart
every Saturday and Sunday, 5-8 p.m. The fare
changes weekly, of course. I scored my pork
chubs during a week she was preparing tacos
‘made with stews, “guisados.” I did get a dose
of green sauce in which she cooked luscious
beef tongue. We also sampled perfect chicken
tingaand cochinita pibil. The only near-meh
was the “chocoflan” — chocolate sponge cake
topped with flan. Because the cake was twice
as thick as the rather airy flan, the taste was
overwhelmingly chocolate with only a thin
ribbon of caramel here and there.

‘We hoped to eat on the premises, once

again to avoid the terrible effect of takeout
boxes on steamy tacos. We were invited to use
the patio in the rear. It was empty and really
dark. Nobody could find the light switch,

50 we ran home with our bounty. Yep, the
tortillas were wrinkled, but nothing can really
ruin a big glob of pork fat and a chunk of cow
‘tongue.—CL—

Chi Chi Vegan Taco Shop, 1 Moreland
Ave, 404-464-7153, chichivegan.com, @
chichiveganATL, facebook.com/ChiChiVegan,/

La Bodega, 680 Murphy Ave. #4158,
404-809-4158, labodegaatl.com, @
labodega.at], facebook com/LaBodega.Atl/:
BeyNana’s, @beynanassweets; Carrot Dog, @
foodforthoughtvegancafe

Lupe's Mexican Eatery at Little Tart Bake
Shop, 68 Georgia Ave, 404-348-4797, order
online, @lupes.eatery

Suggested articles on dining criticism
and post-pandemic reality

“The New Order” by Tom Sietsema,

The Washington Post: https://www.
washingtonpost.com/magazine,/2020/04,/23/
restaurants-matter-reasons-more-than-
dinner-posts-food-critic-what-were-danger-
losing/?arc404=true

“Razed and Exposed, the Restaurant
Industry is Due for Change” by Bill Addison,
The Los Angeles Times: https://sports.yahoo.
com/razed-exposed-restaurant-industry-
due-130018600.html

“Why This Dining Critic Isnt Eating Out
Right Now” by Ryan Sutton, Eater New York:
https://ny.eater.com/2020/7/1/21310249,/
against-dining-out-bars-coronavirus-nyc-
restaurants

“What's Next for Restaurant Criticism?”
by Christiane Lauterbach, Atlanta Magazine:
https://www.atlantamagazine.com/dining-
news/whats-next-for-restaurant-criticism/
—CL—

g
g





OEBPS/image/2.png





OEBPS/image/150112444.png
GRAZING: Tacos, chimichangas, pupusas — and
‘banana’ pudding

The pandemic makes critics self-critical but Hispanic street food still tastes really good

CLIFF BOSTOCK
t's no surprise that the most repeated
memes among dining critics since March
feature the coronavirus pandemic. With
a huge number of restaurants closing
and a tiny number opening, critics don't have
much to review. Having basically always been
an adjunct to the food service industry, they
are now awakening to the kind of misery
many never noticed — from the low pay and
instability of restaurant employment to the
way the coronavirus literally erases taste, thus
provoking soul-searching like, “OMG, who
made me the king of taste?”

‘While the present context is horrific,
examination of the critic’s role has been
underway at least since the Great Recession
of 2007 accelerated the starvation of print
journalism. To maintain economic viability,
many critics were called down from the
mountaintop to write news and feature stories
as well as restaurant reviews. In the process,
they lost the pretentious anonymity they
never had to begin with while thousands of
food bloggers and anonymous Yelpers created
consensus that arguably gained more reliability
in the public mind. Now, watching millions
lose their jobs, critics are publicly ruminating
their own futures. Many of their essays are
a mix of hubris and startled compassion. In
order to agonize for thousands of words over
your need to support the industry in the
future, you must have retained a very high
opinion of your power, right?

More important than the etiquette of
‘what is articulated, though, is what dining
critics have long avoided saying. T've posted
some links below that I found particularly
thoughtful in this respect. I especially urge
you to read the Los Angeles Times piece by
critic Bill Addison, who started his career at
Creative Loafing. Bill calls out the hierarchy
of virtual enslavement that has defined the
restaurant industry since its beginnings.
Critics who can bring the insights of
anthropology, history, and economics into
view don't stray from their art or purpose, as
some argue. When someone whom you know
to be underpaid and uninsured presents you a
perfect plate of food while an infamous chef is
screaming racial epithets at kitchen staff in the
background, maybe it finally time to report
the whole story. It’s the hospitality industry,
after all!

Restaurants have long been the place
where we gather to mark special occasions,
reinforce social bonds, and cross so-called
ethnic boundaries even as our actual borders
remain supposedly walled. The absence of
safe restaurants has added to the culture’s
general malaise and — be warned — it’s really
hard to find a single essay predicting a return
to “normal.” Recovery from the viral threat
and the devastated economy won't occur
overnight because of a vaccine’s availability
on a particular day in the spring. Healing will
be gradual and haunted by painful memories.
So, no, youlll likely not be able to head back to

IT’S REAL: The new Chi Chi Vegan Taco Shop features reworked Hispanic classics like
this gigantic chicmichanga and al pastor taco.

001508 2417

BEST PUPUSAS IN ATLANTA: Get a sampler plate of La Bodega’s pupusas, including la
revuelta, with quinoa and black beans, fried plantains, and pickled cabbage. There
are two tables out front and plenty of space to tailgate.

your favorite neighborhood spot in a year and
find it unchanged.

Already, new restaurants are opening
that enhance social distancing, especially by
offering lots of patio space, but that’s not going
to help much as we head into winter and must
decide whether to take a table inside. Some
new restaurants have incorporated interior
distancing but that, to say nothing of required
‘masks, challenges us to find pleasure amid
reminders of a plague. Old and new restaurants
alike are highlighting delivery, takeout, and
“curb service,” a term that described dining in
your car at the Varsity when I was a kid, but
now means a Hazmat-clad restaurant employee
will come outside and hand you your chili
dogs when you drive up to the restaurant and
then vamoose immediately. While you're not
supposed to eat in restaurant parking lots, I
admit that more than once I've driven a few
blocks away and tailgated in order to avoid
the sloppy, steaming deterioration that takeout
containers can cause. Delivery makes that
effect even worse and adds a lot of dollars.
Turning the whole world into one big food
hall has one especially depressing effect: Tt
reduces employment numbers significantly in
a business with a very slim profit margin.

Recently, I visited three new venues
that exemplify the joys and complications
of takeout and dining in. They all feature
Hispanic street food, which has become
extremely popular in the last decade, but these

three top my recent charts. I'm not going to
bother to rave in particular at length about
each. Just take my word for it: They are all
‘worth the cost, which is generally low, but
let's not delude ourselves. If you want good
prepared food during the pandemic (and likely
after), you're going to pay a bit more for street
food and a bit less for fine dining, whose death
knell is another column.

Chi Chi Vegan Taco Shop: If youre
a foodie, you're usually willing to suspend
dread in order to make room for curiosity.
That was my feeling when I set out for this
new Reynoldstown restaurant. Being behind
the times by still expecting vegan food to
taste outré instead of chichi, I thought the
restaurant’s name was self-parody. Its actually
a play on owner-chef Chris Hodge’s name
and, hell yes, Chi Chi is chichi AF. Located in
a renovated building with other tenants, the
restaurant’s exterior is salmon pink while the
interior is whitewashed brick and marble.

I expected the restaurant to have patio
space, but it does not, and, frankly, I was
disturbed by the interior seating. There are
only 20 seats and people were certainly seated
near one another. Despite the requirement to
wear masks, I didnit see anyone among the
seated wearing a mask while waiting for their
food. Two of three people who strolled in to
pick up orders were also naked from the neck
up. T've become really grouchy about this and
complained to the woman delivering food to
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