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SCREEN TIME: Streaming in the time of coronavirus

Which streaming services are the best value in the days of social distancing?

CURT HOLMAN

he deadline for this column
falls a couple of weeks
before the publication date,
01 can only speculate
as to what the landscape for film
and video will look like you read
this. With Mayor Bottoms having
closed down bars, restaurants,
and theaters as of March 19, will
delayed theatrical releases like
The New Mutants debut online?
Anything could happen.

Streaming services like Net-
flix are some of the few winners
during the pandemic, since self-
quarantining subscribers have
more chance for viewing. But the
increased scrutiny can also reveal
some limitations.

Disney+ is a good example. If
you're cooped up with young chil-
dren, its library of family classics
and superhero films is a godsend.
But if you're an adult who already
keeps up with the latest install-
ments of the Star Wars, Marvel,
and Pixar franchises, the deep cuts
of the Disney Vault may not hold
much interest. “The Mandalorian”s first season offered an
imaginative riff on Western tropes and America’s new sweet-
heart, Baby Yoda, but so far the rest of the original shows
aren't nearly as compelling, (Especially since Marvel shows
like the Atlanta-shot “The Falcon and the Winter Soldier” will
reportedly have delayed productions.)

At $6.99 a month, Disney+ is reasonably priced, but sign-
ing up for multiple services can add up, especially when some
offer one or two must-see shows per year. Here are some
thoughts about when it's prime time to subscribe.

Netflix ($1599/month): Last October through December
saw Netflix’s ongoing investment in feature films come to fru-
ition with the rollout of Oscar contenders like The Irishman
and Marriage Story. But in early 2020, its original comedy
and drama shows have seemed pretty thin, as if it lavished so
much time and money on prestigious movies, there was little
left over except reality shows like “Cheer.”

Netflix clearly has an enormous amount of content, in-
cluding the newly dropped third season of the Atlanta-shot
“Ozark” and interesting acquisitions like the South Africa-set
spy series “Queen Sono,” whose black female operative upends
the tropes of James Bond. But with a thin catalog of classic
movies, the end of “BoJack Horsemans run, and apparently no
third season of “Mindhunter” to come, Netflix can seem hard
to justify at almost $200 a year.

Hulu ($5.99/month with commercials): On the other
hand, Hulus reasonable rate is even more appealing due to its
new partnership with FX, which has quietly become one of
most interesting producers of original series. “FX on Hulu”

S5

launched last month and in the upcoming weeks will roll out
the second season of the vampire comedy “What We Do in the
Shadows” and the fourth of “Fargo” (with Chris Rock starring
in a storyline about a Kansas City gang war in 1950). Both
shows are movie spinoffs that do justice to their source mate-
rial while building their own identities.

Alex Garland, director of Ex Machina and Annihilation,
has created FX’s new miniseries “Devs,” which proves both
remote and intriguing. Sonoya Mizuno plays a young coder
who suspects her boyfriends disappearance is tied to a tech
company’s secret project called “Devs” (for “developers”). Nick
Offerman provides a knotty dramatic performance as Forest,
the company’s obsessive owner, and the show features some
haunting images: The company’s high-security lab looks like
something out of “Blade Runner” while a colossal statue of
Forest’s dead daughter literally looms over the corporate cam-
pus.

“Devs” might warm up as it goes along, as it promises to
be a conspiracy thriller that questions our assumptions about
reality, like the fiction of Philip K. Dick. It could just use more
humanizing irony or quirks, like the way Garland’s Ex Machi-
na had that meme-able moment of Oscar Isaac disco dancing
‘with Mizuno.

Hulu also includes some surprisingly hip documentaries
and indie films, with the Oscar winner Parasite debuting April
8.The show I may most recommend for the self-quarantined
is “Travel Man,” hosted by “The IT Crowd"s Richard Ayoade
as a reluctant but wisecracking guide to short vacations. Each
episode features a different guest, arch narration, and a snappy

pace, leaving all other travel series
in the dust.

HBO Max ($14.99 a month):
The venerable cable channel is in a
state of transition after the popu-
lar, divisive final season of ‘Game
of Thrones,” but probably sustains
TV's strongest track record of
original shows. Its streaming com-
ponent is scheduled to relaunch in
May as “HBO Max” and directly
challenge Netflix, with the addi-
tion of films curated by Turner
Classic Movies and the animated
classics of Studio Ghibli. Major
watches coming up include the
third season of Bill Hader’s superb
dramedy “Barry” and a documen-
tary series, *Atlanta’s Missing and
Murdered: The Lost Children.

The Criterion Channel
($1099): Not one of the cheaper
services, but in the absence of the
late Filmstruck, it may have the
best selection of movies thanks to
its voluminous catalog of U.S. and
international classics and select
recent releases. It's smartly curated
but can require close attention:
February scheduled a great pro-
gram of 1970s sci-fi, but most of them left the channel at the
end of the month. Criterion offers a great chance to fill gaps
in your film knowledge, as long as the movies don't disappear
on you.

With the likes of NBC's Peacock still to come, there are too
many choices to keep up with and not enough worth keep-
ing year-round. Perhaps people will start subscriptions on a
rotating basis: signing up for, say, CBS All Access for a month,
catch up with “Star Trek: Picard,” then tapping out and tak-
ing up Netflix once “Stranger Things” returns for its fourth
season, and so on. Someone should start a service just to help
people manage all the other services.

The Show Must Go On-Line: For years, Dad's Garage
Theatre has maintained a YouTube Channel for its original
video content, which has included comedy shorts, a backstage
soap opera called “The Garage,” and more. Earlier this year,
Kevin Gillese, director of Dad’s Garage TV, announced that
the theater plans to produce its own Christmas movie, How to
Ruin the Holidays, with a goal of releasing in 2021 (though it
now seems the coronavirus has disrupted those plans: https://
www.howtoruintheholidaysmovie.com ).

For home-grown viewing now that large gatherings are
discouraged, the playhouse has announced The Dads Social
Distancing Spectacular, putting live shows, podcasts, impro-
vised comedy and more on-line at dadssocialdistancing.com.
—CL—

Screen Time is a monthly column about film and video
from the big screen to streaming services.
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OUTLANDISH CONSPIRACY THEORIES:
The paradox of conservative judicial activism

STEPHEN HUMPHRIES

ﬁ ﬁ ho needs Confederate
monuments?
‘We've got the Georgia
Supreme Court.”

— Fulton County Daily Report op-ed
headline

Georgians just got a rare dose of aware-
ness of who their Georgia Supreme Court
justices actually are. The highest court in the
state is in the headlines because of a more
brazen than usual court-packing plan to call
off a scheduled election and allow Governor
Brian Kemp to appoint Justice Keith Black-
well's successor.

Blackwell is resigning in November, but
tendered his resignation six months ahead
of time. Blackwell will keep working till
November — when his pension vests. But
Kemp is already in the process of appointing
anew justice to the “vacancy.”

The attorney for would-be candidate
John Barrow, who planned to run in the
election scheduled for this May, before Bar-
row was turned away by state election of-
ficials on Kemp's orders, likened this gambit
to the shenanigans of a banana republic.

The fact is that, while the Georgia Con-
stitution calls for Supreme Court justices to
be elected, the reality since the days of Son-
ny Perdue has been that the justices resign
in midterm so that the governor can appoint
someone to the liking of the party currently
in control of the machinery of government.

Seven of the current justices, counting
Blackwell, were appointed by Governors
Perdue and Deal. Only one of the current
justices first got on the Supreme Court by
being elected. One spot is now vacant due
to a midterm retirement, awaiting a replace-
‘ment appointed by Governor Kemp. Black-
‘well is angling to give Kemp two picks.

‘Why is it so important to keep this de-
cision — who should be the next Georgia
Supreme Court justice — out of the hands
of the voting public? Spoiler alert: It has not
led to the independence of the executive and
judicial branches required by the Georgia
Constitution.

One main thrust of the Georgia Supreme
Court in its current Federalist Society, Re-
publican-only composition has been steadily
expanding sovereign immunity protection.

Sovereign immunity increases the power
and eliminates the accountability of the state
by placing state officials above and beyond
the law. Sovereign immunity traditionally
means state officials cannot be sued to hold
them accountable for wrongful, negligent acts.

The cadre currently in power is trying to
expand that protection to unconstitutional,
and even criminal, acts.

This expansion of state power has been
created largely by judicial activism — that
means with little regard for the actual exist-
ing, current law on the books.

Here are some examples in the last de-
cade of what the appointed court has done:

Citizens for a Sustainable Coast v. DNR,
2014

‘When an environmental group tried to
force the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) to stop bypassing the required per-
mitting process for coastal development, the
Georgia Supreme Court ruled that the doc-
trine of sovereign immunity barred such an
injunction against a state agency.

Think of the implications of that grant of
sovereign immunity: A state agency cannot
be required to follow the very law the agen-
cy was created to administer and enforce.
That is a paradox worthy of Zeno.

The Supreme Court ignored language in
the statute creating the DNR that provided
for injunctive relief. That is more than ju-
dicial activism. It is intellectual dishonesty,
and the people of Georgia are not the ben-
eficiaries.

The Sustainable Coast decision also did
away with an existing precedent that state
officials who were acting illegally, or outside
their authority, were not acting on behalf of
the state and therefore were not protected
by sovereign immunity. It was necessary to
eliminate that distinction in order to take
the next step of protecting state officials for
abusing their power to commit crimes.

There were many more strange twists
of logic in this and all the cases mentioned
below, but they will have to wait for another
day, or we will never get to the next case.

Lathrop v Deal, 2017

Saying no one can make a state agency
perform its duties sounds pretty awful,
but the Georgia Supreme Court went even
further to stop a constitutional challenge to
alaw making doctors criminally liable for

abortions. To reach this result, the
Georgia Supreme Court reduced
itself to relying on Confederate

law for the absurd proposition that
state laws enacted by the legislature
cannot be challenged as unconsti-
tutional without the legislature’s
express permission.

Of course, this ruling violates
basic constitutional rules laid down
by the U.S. Supreme Court — in-
cluding that laws enacted by the
Confederacy have no force and
effect.

The court also turned a basic le-
gal proposition on its head. We are
taught in first-year law school that,
as laws are rewritten by the legisla-
ture, the latest version controls. The
Georgia Supreme Court said no, the
earlier Confederate law controls our
reading of the laws subsequently
enacted in the U.S. of A. That's
a perverse extreme of a doctrine
— one that has taken over our Su-
preme Court — called originalism,
but that will also have to wait till
another day for a full explanation of
this curious logic.

Tricoli v. Watts, 2016-2020

The Tricoli case arose from falsifications
of University System of Georgia (USG) fi-
nancials, in which the state admits that two
separate sets of books were kept, to hide 10
million dollars' worth of fraud. The Georgia
Supreme Court violated the state’s proce-
dural statutes, in violation of constitutional
due process, to let an appeals court opinion
stand — that it was “pure imagination” to
think anyone at the state level could be held
accountable for cooking the books to steal
millions of dollars.

This decision was used to put a stop to
a range of RICO cases against state officials
for using their state government positions
to commit crimes against the pubic, starting
with Benedek v. Adams. Imagine that: The
state is insisting its officials have sovereign
immunity protection to commit RICO felo-
nies, including evidence tampering, witness
‘tampering, perjury, bribery, and extortion —
acting like racketeers, in other words.

Despite the state’s ardent attempts to shut

down the Tricoli case, further investigation
showed that the USG and the Georgia attor-

GEORGIA’S STATE CAPITOL: ‘No one knows what goes
on behind those doors.’

oA o

ney general were hiding over a billion dol-
lars in fraud on the federal government. The
attorney general has now gone for a year
‘without responding to these documented
allegations, first filed in April of 2019, thus
admitting them as true.

To top that, the Georgia attorney general
has gone for more than three years without
responding to the allegations in Richards v.
Olens, that the USG appointed the former
attorney general as president of Kennesaw
State University (KSU) after Olens ob-
structed criminal investigation of the afore-
mentioned billion-dollar USG fraud on the
federal government.

Georgids new attorney general, Chris
Carr, has similarly admitted that the USG
used extortion to hide its own financial
fraud and oust former KSU president Dan
Papp to make way for Olens. Carr has even
admitted that Olens knew about the crimes
committed against Dr. Papp while Olens was
waiting in line for Papp’s job. I told you these
cases would each require their own in-depth
account in future columns.

See Conspiracy Theories p.14
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Important Facts About DOVATO

This is only a brief summary of important information about DOVATO and does not
replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and treatment.
What is the Most Important Information | Should Know about DOVATO?

If you have both human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) and hepatitis B virus

(HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

* Resistant HBV infection. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV infection before
you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the hepatitis B virus can
change (mutate) during your treatment with DOVATO and become harder to treat (resistant).
Itis not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in people who have HIV-1and HBV infection.

* Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HIV-1 and HBV infection, your HBV may get worse
(flare-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A *flare-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly retums
ina worse way than before. Worsening liver disease can be serious and may lead to death.
= Do not run out of DOVATO. Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider before

your DOVATO is all gone.

° Do not stop DOVATO without first talking to your healthcare provider. If you
stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need to check your health often and do
blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver.

What is DOVATO?

DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat HIV-1

infection in adults who have not received antiretroviral medicines in the past, and without known

resistance to the medicines dolutegravir or lamivudine. HIV-1 s the virus that causes Acquired

Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in children.

Who should not take DOVAT0?

Do Not Take DOVATO if You:

* have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or lamivudine.

© take dofetilide.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including if you:

® have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.

* have kidney problems.

® are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO (dolutegravir) may
harm your unborn baby.
 Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different medicine than DOVATO if you are

planning to become pregnant or if pregnancy is confirmed in the first 12 weeks of
pregnancy.

© If you can become pregnant, your healthcare provider will perform a pregnancy test before you
start treatment with DOVATO.

° If you can become pregnant, you should consistently use effective birth control
(contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

° Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become pregnant, you
become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during treatment with DOVATO.

® are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take DOVATO.

° You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1to your baby.

© One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.

= Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

~

©2020 ViV Healthcare or licensor.
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Produced in USA.

Learn more
about Alphonso
and DOVATO at
DOVATO.com

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that interact
with DOVATO.

Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.
Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take DOVATO with other medicines.

What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

Those in the “What is the Most Important Information | Should Know about
DOVATO?” section.

Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop a rash
with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical help right away if

you develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; generally

ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters or peeling of
the skin; redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue;
problems breathing.

Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased risk
of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with DOVATO.
Liver problems, including liver failure, have also happened in people without a history of liver
disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your liver.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following signs

or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow
(jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or
vomiting; loss of appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tendemess on the right side of your

stomach area.

Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis is a serious medical
emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provid t away if you get
any of the following symptoms that could be signs of lactic acidosis:

feel very weak or tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain; trouble breathing; stomach pain
with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms and legs; feel dizzy or lightheaded;
and/or afast or iregular heartbeat.

Lactic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can lead to death.
Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis).
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the signs or symptoms
of liver problems which are listed above under “Liver problems.” You may be
more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are female or
very overweight (obese).

@/Connecr

For Information on access and coverage fo help
you get your prescribed ViV Healthcare medications
Insured + Underinsured + Uninsured

1-844-588-3288 (toll free)
Monday-Friday, 8am-11em (e1)

&

gmmmtm






OEBPS/image/150112291.png
Old Fourth Distillery

Necessity is the mother of invention

DOIN’ GOOD IN THE ’HOOD: Craig Moore, 0ld

TONY PARIS

hat started out as gesture of
good will has become a full-
time job for brothers Craig
and Jeff Moore, co-owners
of the Old Fourth Distillery on Edgewood
Avenue. When the coronavirus first hit At-
lanta and hand sanitizer started disappearing
from the shelves of area retail stores, the two
brothers got the idea to switch from manufac-
turing spirits to sanitizer and started gifting
bottles of the in-demand hand product to their
neighbors and friends on the Edgewood Cor-
ridor in the Old Fourth Ward. Not only were
area businesses recipients, but the Moores
made sure the homeless and street people in
the area, many of whom do not have regular
access to soap and clean water, were able to at
least sanitize their hands.

Of course, news spread of their kindheart-
ed efforts, and, before you know it, the distill-
ery was getting requests for gallons of hand
sanitizer from the Atlanta Police Department,
the Georgia State Patrol, area hospitals, and
emergency medical services and technicians.
Then orders from FEMA and other out-of-
state organizations began to come in.

“With bars and clubs closing because of the
pandemic, we knew our alcohol sales would
be slowing down, so we decided to re-think
what we were manufacturing here” Craig says
of the distillery known for its vodka, bour-
bon, and gin. “We weren't going to be able to
continue business as usual, and we wanted to
help make a difference.”

Stva AnoL

Fourth Distillery.

Garnering media attention worthy of rock
stars, O4D was overwhelmed with orders for
their new product, made from a mixture of
190 proof alcohol and aloe vera gel, so much
so that they've had to stop giving out free
sanitizer to the public in order to fulfill their
government and First Responder orders.. For
now, its a full-time business, one that has
prompted other distilleries in the area to fol-
low suit. Nonetheless, here’s hoping the Moore
brothers can get back to fueling their passion
for producing tasty libations sooner, rather
than later. — CL —

res

STva oL

ON A LARGER SCALE: Demand 1is high for
hand sanitizer.
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Conspiracy Theories continued from p.8

Steve Humphreys

Imagine that: A succession of attorneys
general have gone from calling the RICO
cases “outlandish conspiracy theories” to
complete silence, failing to respond to official
court pleadings.

These RICO cases challenging sovereign
immunity for felony misrepresentations,
theft of taxpayer funds, fraud on the federal
government, extortion, bribery, and obstruc-
tion, are presently pending before the high
court. That is the same Supreme Court that
already held in 1984 that state officials are
not immune for criminal acts in a civil RICO
action — but in all the conservative judicial
activism, that controlling precedent has been
ignored, and I could not find a Confederate
precedent.

That is also the same Supreme Court they
‘want to keep Democrat John Barrow off so
Governor Kemp can appoint the next Su-
preme Court justice.

Interestingly enough, the whole sovereign
immunity expansion movement has its roots
in the defense of sexual assault and sexual
harassment by state officials. One of the
initiatives Governor Kemp is promoting is
stronger action against sexual harassment in
state government.

Youd think theyd start by walking back
the law created to give sovereign immunity
to state troopers for sexually molesting fe-
‘male motorists during a traffic stop, or to a
college dean for the rape of a college student,
or to a state office supervisor for a year-long
campaign of sexual harassment against a fe-
‘male subordinate, and for threatening to kill
her dog and stuff it in her mailbox when she
reported him. All of these state officials went
scot-free under the current conservative judi-
cial activist interpretation.

That is the legacy of impunity, for wrongs
ranging from abusing power to committing
felonies, impunity arising from the Supreme
Court’s expansion of sovereign immunity in
Georgia. So why dont the people of Georgia
getavote? — CL —
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design and changing it to “Wash for” and adding suds was a
no-brainer in light of what was happening with the pandemic.
I'm glad I did it, because I couldn't have imagined the kind of
response it has gotten ... or that United Way would reach out
to partner, and it would turn into something that actually of-

fers relief to people being hit hard by this.

There are t-shirts, coffee mugs, and small magnets
available. Are there plans for any other items?
Yes! Coming up ... wall art prints, poster prints, and soap

dispensers (not really). I do have more phases of the campaign
planned. And we've been working with Chris Carlock from

Bang-On [T-Shirts] in LsP on the t-shirts.
There are some new colors coming out
soon.

Recently you also created the label
for Ria Pell Ale. Was that your idea,
or, were you approached by Creature
Comforts Brewing Company to create
the artwork?

Creature Comforts contacted me back

in November of 2019, and we talked exten-

sively about the plan for that product and

its launch. A portion of the proceeds of the

sale of the beer will go to Atlanta Harm
Reduction Coalition.

There was a celebration for Ria Pell

Ale's release at Elmyriachi on March

15, yet you weren't in attendance. That

was the first weekend that Atlantans
seemed truly concerned about the
coronavirus pandemic, even a week
before the Mayor signed a stay-at-
home order. Where were you?

At home! As you said, it was the first

week where folks were beginning to freak out about the virus,

3
8

WEAR IT PROUD:
many colors.

The t-shirt comes in

s o
R e AL 8
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SPREADING THE WORD: Transit shelters tell the
story well.

amy

MORNINGS WITH UNITED WAY: Make sure

and I was just getting over a pretty rough bout of viral bron-

chitis. So [ wasnit gonna push my luck, as much as [ would've

loved to have been there!

T understand that there were posters made for Ria
Pell Ale which were printed but, since you were in
quarantine, were not distributed March 15. What are

the plans for those posters now?

Those prints were planned for that event but now we're
selling them at rlandart.com, and the proceeds will go to Ria’s
Bluebird to financially help the staff (who of course aren't
working while the restaurant is closed), until the crisis sub-

CHEERS, THEN: A six-pack for the late
restaurateur Ria Pell, with a portion of
the proceeds benefiting the Atlanta Harm
Reduction Coalition.

00 ONIME SLUOINGD FNLYED

you can smell the coffee.

sides and things start to open back up again.

Another one of your designs, “Plazasaur,” is also

it as they like?

£

FOR RIA PELL: From left — Stephen
Gannon, Ria’s Bluebird Cafe; Dan
Reingold and Amanda Sutton, Creature
Conforts Brewing Co.; Kiki Carr,
Pell’s widow; and Alex Skalicky,
Elmyriachi.

being used to raise funds for employees of the Plaza
Theatre. Was that image originally for fundraising as
such — or was it a logo created for the Plaza to do with

Yes, I created that design a decade or so ago and donated
it to Jonny and Gayle Rej, who were the owners of the Plaza
Theatre at that time, so that they could sell the shirts as sou-
venirs and have a way to make extra money. I really loved

FickTing Exmincrion!

SILVER SCREEN SALUTATIONS: Plaza
Theatre owner Chris Escobar has
resurrected the theater’s “Plazasaur”
t-shirt.

that they were keeping the Plaza alive
and giving it so much love! Chris
Escobar, the new owner, reached out
a couple of weeks ago and asked if we
could reboot the design and use it as
something they could sell to generate
interest in the theater and help offset
operation\costs and help employees
‘while they are closed for the duration
of the pandemic.

Are any other of your works
currently being sold in conjunc-
tion with efforts to raise money
for those impacted by COVID-19?

I've got some things in the works.
T'll let you know when they're ready
0 go.

A number of people complain
about having to stay at home dur-
ing the pandemic, yet, in a previ-
ous conversation we had, you said
people should take advantage of
this time in quarantine.

What did you mean?

1N0A1N0 40 AS3LN0D

T'm trying to treat it as an opportunity to deep dive
into new projects, catch up on old projects, and focus
on that stuff, unfettered by the expectations of a normal
day. What my normal day was. It's an opportunity to
crack shit wide open in terms of things youd like to
take on or have yet to imagine ... At least for me. A lot
of people don't have that kind of opportunity because
they're working on the front lines and just trying to
survive this, so it’s also been important for me to use
this time to find a way to help those folks in the way I
can. —CL—

WASH FOR ATL:

To purchase t-shirts:
https://washforatl.square.site

To purchase mugs, magnets,
prints, and other items:
https://www.rlandart.com

For more information on how to
donate to The Greater Atlanta
Covid19 Response and Recovery
Fund:
https://secure.givelively.org/
donate/united-way-of-greater-
atlanta-inc/covid-19-relief-
fund
http://cfgreateratlanta.org/
nonprofits/available-grants/
covid-19-response-recovery-
fund/

For information on how you
might receive help:

https://www.unitedwayatlanta.
org/need-help/
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ATL pop artist R.Land takes action:
‘prayers’ aren’t enough

United Way and other organizations to benefit from his artwork

TONY PARIS

t's an image so ubiquitous in Atlanta
that it's now burned into our col-
lective subconscious landscape.

One that's simple, really, but says so
much: A drawing of two hands, clasped
in prayer, with the words “Pray for ATL
below them. Originally attributed to
RL. Ministries, it's the work of Atlanta
pop artist R.Land. It’s not the only image
for which R.Land is known, but it has
certainly had the most impact.

R.Land has been an artist since the
late '80s, but it wasn't until he moved
from Duval County, in northeast Florida,
to Atlanta a quarter of a century ago that
his work began popping up in the city he
now calls home. The inhabitants of his
drawings are somewhat disheveled and
scraggly — misfits, if you will — yet en-
dearing in an inviting way. The creatures
draw you in — and then seem to knock
you sideways with a saying or surround-
ings that make you think twice.

‘With the advent of the coronavirus,
R.Land thought it was time to take ac-
tion to insure the health and safety of
those in this city who've embraced his
work over the years. With a few changes,
“Pray for ATL" became “Wash for ATL,
and the clasped hands took on a new
significance in light of the threat of CO-
VID-19.

Tn a recent exchange of emails —
R.Land was one of the first in Atlanta to take up voluntary
self-isolation (he also wears a gas mask when he has to go
shopping) — the artist discussed his new work and what has
become a new mantra for Atlanta and the United Way.

Tony Paris: You created the “Wash for ATL" design
based on “Pray for ATL.” What was the inspiration
behind “Pray for ATL?"

R.Land: Originally, “Pray for ATL” was a reaction to
‘what was starting to happen in intown Atlanta in the early
part of this century — the unique, soulful vibe of the urban
core was under attack ... developers were coming in and
bringing chain retail businesses (normally found in the sub-
urbs) and building “yuppie ghettos,” those large condos and
loft buildings. They were quickly constructed and exploding
all over town.

I knew this threatened the very character of the city that
Thad fallen in love with decades earlier. The call for prayer
‘was just my way of expressing my frustration and dismay
over that situation, but once I started posting the image

u
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AT HOME HE’S A TOURIST: R.Land where he spends most of his time, at his downtown studio.

around the streets (of Atlanta) in 2004, it took off pretty fast
and meant different things to different people. I love that the
design has absolutely transcended its original intent and has
become a hometown identifier for lots of folks.

In a United Way press release you state you cre-
ated “Wash” as a “lighthearted way to remind people”
of what to do during this pandemic. A lot of your
work, on the surface, seems lighthearted, but many
times I sense a deeper meaning to it. Do you find such
an approach tends to get a message across better than
to knock someone over the head with sloganeering
and beliefs?

Yes, because it gives the viewer a chance to think about
the issue or subject in an unexpected or challenging way,
‘hopefully. Even a very profound and serious message can be
delivered in a seemingly simple and lighthearted package.

Funds raised from the sale of “Wash for ATL"
items will provide crucial services to high-risk audi-
ences, yet you were interested in working with United
Way even before this project. What is it that draws

you to the organization?

They are a tried-and-true, respected organization, and
the Atlanta chapter is the largest in the country. They have
the reach and ability to get help to those who are in dire
need quickly and on a large scale. They're working with the
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta on the Covid-19
Response and Recovery Fund, and they have done, and are
doing, a lot of good for our community as well.

How is “Wash for ATL" helping United Way?

The image is continuing to be a good PSA, and it's rais-
ing awareness and money for the fund. But hopefully its
also reaching new people who may know my work but don't
have a relationship with United Way, and it’s letting them
know they can help by making a donation — or they can
help by buying a ‘Wash for ATL" t-shirt or a mug or a mag-
net. All of it helps. And T hope people feel good while they're
wearing their shirt or drinking coffee in their mug because
they know they're doing good. Theyre not just buying some-
thing they may like of mine, which is great, of course; they're
actually making a difference. Taking the old “Pray for ATL"
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY

We interrupt your regularly scheduled horoscopes to
offer insights about the virus-driven turning point that
the whole world is now experiencing.

As you've probably guessed, all of us are being invited
to re-evaluate everything we think we know about
what it means to be human. | refer to this unprec-
edented juncture as The Tumultuous Upgrade or The
Disruptive Cure. It's fraught with danger and potential
opportunities; crisis and possible breakthroughs.

And while the coronavirus is the main driving force, it
won't be the only factor. We must be ready for more
Rough, Tough Healings disguised as Bumpy Chal-
lenges in the coming months.

Here’s the astrological lowdown: Throughout 2020,
there’s a rare confiuence of three planets in Capricorn:
Pluto, Saturn, and Jupiter. They are synergizing each
other's impacts in ways that confound us and rattle
us. In the best-case scenario, they'll also energize us to

iate brave transformations in our own personal lives
as well as in our communities.

deeper: to see life from the soul's
perspective rather than from
the ego’s; to seek wealth
and meaning not as

ARIES

The Ram - March 21-April 19

Possible crises in the coming months: 1. Your
ponwer spot may be challenged or compromised. 2. Your
master plan might unravel. 3. There could be disruptions
in your ability to wield your influence. Potential oppor-
tunities: . Youl be motivated to find an even more suitable
power spot. 2. A revised master plan will coalesce. 3 Youill be
resourceful as you discover novel ways to wiekd your influence.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): Possible crises in the com-
ing months: 1. Your vision of the big picture of your life may
dissipate. 2. Old reliable approaches to learning crucial lessons
and expanding your mind could lose their effectiveness. Poten-
tial opportunities: 1. Youll be inspired to develop an updated
vision of the big picture of your lfe. 2. Creative new strategies for
learning and expanding your mind will invigorate your personal
growth,

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): Possible crises in the coming
months: 1. There may be breakdowns in communication with
people you care about. 2. Contracts and agreements could fray. 3.
Sexual challenges might complicate love. Potential opportunt-
ties: 1. Youil be inspired to reimvent the ways you communicate
and connect. 2. Your willingness to revise agreements and con-
tracts could make them work bette for al concerned. 3, Sexual
healing will be available.

CANCER (UNE 2I-JULY 22): Possible crises in the coming
months: 1. Friends and associates could change in ways that are
uncomortable for you. 2. Images and expectations that people
have of you may not match your own images and expectations.
Potential opportunities: 1. If youie intelligent and compas-
sionate as you deal with the transformations in your friends and
wssociates, your relationships could be rejuvented. 2. You might
become braver and more forceful in expressing who you are and
what you want.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22): Possible crises in the coming
months: 1. Your job may not suit you as well as you wish. 2.

A health issue could demand more of your atention than youid
ike. Potential opportunities: 1. Youll take innovative action
to make your job work better for you. 2. In your efforts to salve
specific health issue, youll upgrade your entire approach to stay-
ing healthy long-term.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22): Possible crises in the coming
months: 1. Love may feel confusing or unpredictable. 2. You
may come up against a block o your creativity. Potential op-
portunities: 1. Youll be energized o generate new understand-
ings about how to ensure that love works well for you. 2. Your
frustration with a creative block will motivate you to uncover

they're defined by the material world but as they're
understood by the part of us that's eternal. Descend-
ing into the mysterious Plutonian depths can be
disruptive to our conscious beliefs and intentions, but
may ultimately be profoundly regenerative.

When we are in intense and intimatte relationship with
Saturn, we're invited to get more serious and focused;
to register the fact that we don't have unlimited time.
and energy, but must firmly decide what's important
and what's not. We're asked to be ruthlessly honest
about the roles that are most likely to bring out the
bestin us.

When we are in intense and intimatte relationship with
Jupiter, we're invited to risk growth and expansion; to
take proactive responsibility for seeking the rich expe-
riences that our souls long for; to aggressively enhance
our lust for life.

Now linvite you to meditate on the potent mix of Plu-
tonian, Saturnian, and Jupiterian energies. | encour-
age you to respond to the convulsion by deepening
your understanding of how profoundly interconnected
we all are and upgrading the way you take care of
yourself, the people you love, and our natural world.

In the horoscopes below, | suggest personal shifts that

will be available to you during this

‘once-in-a-lifetime blend of plan-
etary energies.

publicdomatnvectors

')
" i
LT R —
e i,

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22): Possible crises in the
‘coming months: 1. You may experience disturbances
iy e with hme sy You oy
ter in your ability to maintain a strong foundation. Poten-
tial opportunities: 1. Domestic disorder could inspire you
o e gout pprosi ta b it aiy chamggyo
Lo e b Besoning v dowrtm s o sy
e sy o i i s et

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21): Possible crises in the coming
months: 1. There may be carclessness or a lack of skill in the
‘ways you and your associates communicate and cultivate con-
nectivity 2. You may have problems blending elements that really
need to be blended. Potential opportunities: . Youl resolve
to communicate and cultivate connectivity with a renewed pa-
nache and vigor. 2. Youill dream up fresh approaches to blending
clements that need to be blended.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21): Possible crises in the
coming months: 1. Money may be problematic. 2. Your person-
alintegrity might undergo a challenge. 3. You could get lax about
translating your noble ideas into practical actions. Potential op~
portunities: 1. Yol find inventive solutions for boosting your
‘wealth. 2. You'l take steps to ensure your ethical code is impec-
cable. 3. Youlll renw your commitment to translating your noble
ideals into practical action.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19): Possible predicament
during the coming months: You may have an identity crisis.
Who are you, anyway? What do you really want? What are your
true intentions? Potential opportunity: Youl purge self-
doubs and fuzzy self-images. Youll rise up with a fierce determi-
nation to define yourself with darity and intensity and creativity:

AQUARIUS UAN. 20-FEB. 18): Possible crises in the com-
ing months: 1. Youl be at risk for botched endings. 2. You may
be tempted to avoid solving long:term problems whose time is
up. Potential opportunities: 1. Youll make sure all endings are
2s graceful and complete as possible. 2. You'l dive in and finally
resclve longsterm problems whose time is up.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20): Possible crises in the com-
ing months: 1. Due to worries about your self-worth, you

‘may not accept the help and support that are avalable. 2. Due

to worries about your self-worth, you might fail to bravely take
advantage of chances to reach a new level of success. Potential
‘opportunities: . Youll take dramatic action to enhance your
semse of self-worth, empowering you to welcome the help and
‘support youire offered and take advantage of chances to reach a
new levelof success.

Get your monthly horoscope fix online at
ereativeloafing.com/horoscopes
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1437 Virginia Ave, College Park
404-766-9306
bbakitchenatl.com

1509 Virginia Ave, College Park
404-T62-6226
blimpie.com

1650 Virginia Ave, College Park
404-549-9111
boleatlanta.com

3403 Main Street, College Park
404-T66-1515
brakepadatianta.com

3749 Main Street,Callege Park
404-600-158) www.cafeshekel.com

3447 Main Stret, College Park
404-669-000

3737 Main Street, Colege Park
404-761-4939

1720 Vesta Ave, College Park
404-762-8084

1515 Virginia Ave, College Park
470-408-1195
dripthrucoffee.com

3727 Main Street, College Park
678-489-5302
freshfromearth.us

‘3707 Main Street, College Park
678-515-7601

mygetinit.com

irginia Ave, Colege Park
404762-9924 0r 0412
‘wwwhappybuddhacallegepark.com

3699 Main Stret, College Park
205

3529 Main Street, Colloge Park
404-205-5174| rericketscp.com

3387 Main Street, Colege Park
470-823-4929
Kafeniogreekdiner.com

1395 Virginia Ave, College Park
70-823-4929
‘www kfc.com

1419 Virginia Ave, College Park
404-305-8780
lafiestaatl.com

3569 Main Strest, College Park
404-T61-9214
lunchonmainstreet.com

1705 Virginia Ave, College Park
404-763-9380
themanchesterarmsatlcom

1477 Virginia Ave, College Park
404-748-1844
‘mellowmushroom.com

3593 Main Street, College Park
404-T67-5155
noodiehouse.net

3775 Main Stret, College Park
404-343-6785
‘wuw.nowveaubar.com

3333 Main Street, College Park
404-328-2139
‘ww.napoliromeospizza.com

3379 N Main Street, College Park
4042091779

3823 Main Street, Colege Park
404767135
thecomergrilecallegepark com

3719 Main Strest, College Park
404-458-5500
‘wwwmilknhoneycafe.com

3807 Main Street, College Park
404-549-8683
tomdickandhank.com

3721 Main Street, College Park
404-228-4897
virgilsgullahkitchen.com

1425E Virgini
404-766-2401

College Park
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Friday, April 17*" - Sunday, 194

19% OFF

Entire Smoke Shop!*

(Includes: Pipes, Vapes, Hookahs, CBD & More!)

Monday, April 20" Enjoy

20% OFF

' he Fu* 0 *
Entire Smoke Shop!
Offers also valid @ our Sister Stores: PLUS: FREE GIFT w/20 Purchase!™
.Q (*Excludes 4.20/42.00 sale. **While supplies last)
i ( Galaxys 6ations .
3 = 24/1: ShopStarship.co






OEBPS/image/WASH_FOR_ATL2_300.png





OEBPS/image/150112293.png
GRAZING: Eat calmly: Your panic is weaponized by
the authoritarians

New Latino hotspots include My Abuelas, Lazy Llama

t's hard to write enthusiastically about
restaurants when they've become pre-

carious stages for a public health drama.

As T am writing this, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio has ordered New York City restaurants
and bars to close and, just as I turn this in,
Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms has mandated
the same for Atlanta. The coronavirus pan-
demic is causing mass hysteria unlike any
most Americans have seen since 9/11.

It will get better. I am unfortunately
old enough that T remember several scary
national dramas. One that keeps coming
to mind is the Cuban Missile Crisis, when
neighbors were building fallout shelters
to survive a nuclear attack by the Soviet
Russians. Like now, everyone was hid-
ing at home except to rush to the grocery
store to buy canned food to eat while the
expected radiation kept them underground.
Many parents kept their kids out of school
for a few weeks. Years later, it was clear
that the nuclear flames of catastrophe were
greatly fanned by our government’s lack of
preparedness and its wounded ego. Sound
familiar? Fast forward to the early '8os and
we had a president — a showman like to-
day’s — who ignored the AIDS epidemic for

several years, giving the disease a head start.
Conservatives, backed by evangelicals, used
the crisis they first ignored to validate their
homophobia and authoritarianism, even
threatening to put gay men in concentration
camps. That is what worries me most. Au-
thoritarians like Trump amplify crisis and
fear to seize more power. Trump is gloating,
for example, because the crisis has led the
Fed to feed his greed.

My apocalyptic political fears aside, what
are reasonable responses? A growing num-
ber of states and municipalities have closed
restaurants and bars, but not entirely. It’s
important to keep in mind that it’s not food
itself that poses a hazard. The closings are
mainly related to the need to create “social
distance” to reduce the ease of transmission.
Thus, customers suffer no risk by ordering
food to go or for delivery. Many restaurants
that did remain open for full service before
the mayor's decision, had taken precautions,
such as clearing space by reducing the num-
ber of tables, and radically increasing sanita-
tion practices. When I sat at Starbucks soon
after the panic began, staff members were
‘wiping tables clean every 30 minutes. None-
theless, an employee told me that the iconic

001508 4417

LAZY LLAMA: A trio of tacos with black beans and rice is likely more than you can
eat.

LOOKS ARE DECEIVING: While the pernil at My Abuelas looks like a few bites
compared to the rice and beans, it’s actually a fairly large serving.

coffee shop may limit business to window
takeout (like so many others). [On March 21,
Starbucks issued the following statement:
“We have temporarily closed our in-store
cafes, but select grocery and drive-thru loca-
tions remain open. Starbucks Delivers on
Uber Eats is also available in select markets.
Visit our store locator for the latest store
hours and open locations. — editor]

It’s also important to keep in mind that
aradical reduction in clientele has devastat-
ing effects in an industry with a relatively
narrow profit margin. Too many restaurants
are employing the well-known tactic of de-
nial. When I asked Jason Hill, owner-chef of
Wisteria, if he had lost business as of March
15, he said, “We all have. Anyone who says
different is lying.” He is nonetheless opti-
mistic, noting that people have emptied gro-
cery stores. “Because of that alone, we will
all be slow for a few days.” He hopes diners
will return, at least for take-out, when their
cupboards are bare and their panic has
subsided. Meanwhile, please don't fall for
creepy offers of $40 hand sanitizers or buy
discount coupons for restaurant meals with-
out calling ahead.

If you want a view of the way people in
the industry are being affected personally,
check out Bon Appetit’s ongoing reports
from industry workers on their website
(bonappetit.com/story /food-businesses-
covid-1g). One of the writers is the always
pull-no-punches Deborah VanTrece,
owner-chef of Twisted Soul in Atlanta. She
explains that she is at high risk herself be-
cause of asthma. While dealing with the du-
ress of that, she saw her reservations drop
60 percent. Many report even greater loss
of catering gigs. I've heard these complaints
from other restaurateurs but they often are
quickly followed with — I'm paraphrasing
— a statement like, “Please don't identify me;
I don't want to discourage customers and
employees with disastrous predictions.”

VanTrece, however, points eloquently to
the possibly immense personal cost of the
epidemic: “Emotionally, I'm like, What the
fuck? What the fuck?’ To have gone through
all T've gone through: trying to get a brick
and mortar opened in the first place, being
an African American woman in a man's
field, fighting my way through that to get
into a position of respect and being able
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THE MOVE: Plan Accordingly

Hey, y’all! What’s the move?

EMA CARR
he Move is a column intended to get you out of the
house, interacting with strangers and returning home
‘with new experiences, not coronavirus. Because Tecate
doesn't seem to be the cure, meet The Move: Things
to Do at Least 6 Feet Away from Other Humans, the new,
hopefully temporary, edition of The Move. But have no fear,
bc we don't f*ck with boredom on The Move: Things to Do
at Least 6 Feet Away from Other Humans. Some home- and
self-improvement are just what my WebMd doc prescribed for
a voluntary-ish quarantine. Read on to become a better, more
gifted you during COVID-19!*

The internet has never felt more useful than to keep up with
a mega-virus, absorb YouTube content, and telecommunicate
with those I cannot currently touch. Like any modern mil-
lennial, my cures for anxiety include memes, DIY home- and
self-improvement, carbonated water, and marijuana. And al-
though my dream of retiring to open a cuddle camp has been
postponed — truthfully she wasrit even close — we still have
Amazon.com to bring activity tools.

Life threw The Move lemons, so we're going to scour Pinter-
est for hours looking for the best damn lemonade recipe, and
maybe, possibly consider making it, ya know, btw memes. T
hope you feel inspired after reading how I spend my personal
wi-fi bill. Post COVID-19, it’s quite likely The Move may include
an event of interest to the new you! Stay sanitary, neighbors!

DIY: SEX POTS

1 you keep up with The Move, you know she is plant-
obsessed! Here’s a makeover for those basic planters your last
neighbor left behind. Easy, customizable sex pot created by
you! Copy and paste are not just keys on your computer. Using
Creative Loafing print ads, cut, place, and paste on pottery or
furniture of choice, then Modge Podge over them for instant art,
aka decoupage. I splattered and sprayed some paint and glitter
for accents. To keep with the “sex pot” theme, use the adult ads
in the back of this newspaper.** Or try six-time Golden Globe
actor Laura Dern's face for a “Dern fern’” piece, pictured.

**Optional

DIY: PERFECT ANOTHER LANGUAGE

Travel plans canceled? Naw. You just got more time to prac-
tice your language skills. Personally, Il be re-learning Russian
to make up for my lack of studying in St. Petersburg many
white nights ago.

Between YouTube, smartphone apps, and streaming chan-
nels GALORE, you could come out of COVID-19 speaking sign
language! My Roku streaming stick, just like your Chrome Fire
stick or Apple TV, offers entire channels dedicated to a single
language. How about ordering that lengua taco in the bull's
native tongue by the time you scarf down your next Mexican
meal in public?

#STAYHOME AND MAKE A BOLO TIE
Tmade a bolo tie, once I realized a good bolo tie is tough to
find outside of the Southwest and can be limited in design. Fun
Fact! A bolo tie is the official state neckwear of New Mexico.
(My findings for Georgias official neckwear, inconclusive)
‘A good bolo tie s rugged yet refined, and pretty easy to

DIGGING IN THE DIRT: Make “sex pots” and more using
old Creative Loafing papers while in quarantine.

make. Don't take my advice, take YouTube's! Google “How to
make a bolo ti€” for a swarm of quick and easy ways to create
the base of your bolo, but let your designs sprawl outside the
box if it feels right. Add a favorite patch or some pom-poms vs
aturquoise gem.

Just think, nearly 100 years ago, a Native-American with a
silver-clasped bandana gave a cowboy silversmith the idea for
adding his leather hat string, then calling it a bolo tie. A practical
thought, turned fashion. Your incubation time could hatch great
things for the runway, my friends.

KEEP MUSIC ALIVE DURING A CRISIS

Keep streaming. Vinyl, CD, and cassette friends, come up to
the airwaves and listen local, or subscribe to a music stream-
ing service that pays the artists appropriately. Or buy the music
outright. Yes, that’ still a thing! Don't want to listen to music
24/7? Support your favorite small artists by playing their songs
on repeat, even if you mute it. Plays pay bills.

DON’T WAIT FOR A SIGN, MAKE ONE

Are you a political activist or slacktivist? Take a listen to
Hidden Brain wherever you listen to podcasts. Specifically, the
episode titled, “Passion Isnt Enough,” with political scientist
Eitan Hersh. Hersh talks about the study of “political hobbyism”
and how the US currently treats politics more like sports enter-
tainment.

SILVER LINING: Three of the world’s largest toilet
paper rolls, with stand, was the best white elephant
gift 1°d ever received, I just didn’t know it!

If you find yourself in the political slacktivist category, like
most, it’s a great time to make a sign supporting your candidates
for all the upcoming elections. Don't wait until May or Novem-
ber. Take that sign out to the street, keeping over six feet away
from passing humans, and hold it up high for your neighbors
and traffic to see. I promise, it's way more invigorating than a
one-click Facebook share.

This downtime is a great chance to call your representatives
and political candidates vying for their position, even if it’s just
to introduce yourself and your priorities. Mark the new Georgia
Primary Election voting day for MAY 19, 2020, If you need help
getting to the polls in May, try https://carpoolvote.com/.

FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES

Xitra! Xtra! Weed all about it. Or listen wherever you get your
podcasts. The latest episode interviews Corey Lowe, a former
police officer who left the job to fight for her daughters right to
‘medical marijuana in Georgia, Without this medication her daugh-
ter, Victoria, suffers up to 100 seizures a day. With it, only one.

Listen to Lowes family story and how she’s played a domi-
nant part in making change for Georgias cannabis laws. The
fight is far from over. Tune in at CLATL.com/FiHP

FILM AND TUBE TIME

Herels what I'm watching during an international crisis. If
Tain't learning something or solving a murder, I'm likely not
streaming it. Naturally, I watch Outbreak the day we hit a pan-
demic state in the U.S., to learn what not to do. Kevin Spacey
gives off a particularly great creep vibe, per usual.

Upbeat and super motivational Hulu original program-
‘ming “Making I’ is just good for the whole fam jam fun. Nick
Offerman and Amy Poehler, of Parks and Rec, bring notes of
the warm and fuzzies as hosts of this craft challenge for the
masters. In only a few hours, these makers create a mailbox
that shreds bills, a dog house with edible wallpaper, and a pho-
tobooth that can fly — all with more puns than my little heart
can love.

A&ES’ docuseries “The Many Faces of Jane” follows 28-year-
old Jane Hart in her daily life as a mother of two young children
and to her thrice-weeKly intensive therapy sessions for dis-
sociative personality disorder (previously known as multiple
personality disorder). Harts personalities are each derived from
a different age in her life when trauma and abuse occurred. I
Kknow you have a million questions, and I am not a doctor, yet,
50 just go watch it. I streamed on Hulu.

Film of 2019 IMO, was GREENER GRASS. Comedy meets
horror in timeless suburbia where everyone wears braces on
straight teeth and matching tertiary wardrobes, and golf carts
glide nicely along with music from composer Samuel Nobles.
Dawn Luebbe and Jocelyn DeBoer star and direct in a story of
jealousy and murder in this irrational masterpiece with strong
David Lynch vibes, Either youll get it, or you wort. Either way,
youlll feel awkward.

Other TV listings include Kamp Kenan for reptile curiosi-
ties; Yarn TV, a crochet channel; and, not a series, but yes a
channel dedicated to making your own soap (DIY Soapmaking).
All streaming on Roku, and probably elsewhere.

* Totally unqualified advice for those bored in Atlanta dur-
ing COVID-19.
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to mentor others, figuring out where the
money’s gonna come from, struggling to
survive the past few years, looking for good
employees. Finally I'm up there at the top
of my game. Who could've imagined a virus
might be the thing to take small businesses
like mine out of the game?”

It's particularly difficult to see the way
restaurant closings and cutbacks threaten
the general well-being of industry workers.
They are at high risk of infection, of course,
but they are also notoriously low-paid, so
losing hours has a quick and dramatic effect
oon many. One source of assistance to food
service workers in crisis is Giving Kitchen
(404-254-1227, #givingkitchen). The orga-
nization has invited those diagnosed with
coronavirus in need of financial assistance
to contact them quickly. They can also help
those who have otherwise been affected by
the epidemic. Giving Kitchen has assisted
more than 4,000 workers since 2012, and T
urge you to make a contribution.

A source of news and advice for staff
and customers alike, is a new social media
campaign, #AtlRestaurantsUnite, created by
restaurant owners. Youll find tips on every-
thing from maintaining financial stability to
creating social distance inside a restaurant.
The Georgia Restaurant Association (gares-
taurants.org) provides industry updates. The
incredibly prolific Beth McKibben of Eater
Atlanta (atlanta.eater.com) has been report-
ing the epidemics effects virtually minute-
by-minute.

This will pass. The consequences may be

PUERTO RICAN PRIDE: The interior of My Abuelas at The Spindle.

overwhelming, Some estimates of infection
— not death! — run as high as 60 percent
of the population. Please help by continuing
to patronize restaurants in any way you can
(did T mention gift cards?). Make donations.
Restaurants and bars have made Atlantaa
vibrant city. If you act out of fear instead of
kindness and reason, you will fuel those of
our society who enlarge fiscal and political
power by scapegoating and lying.

GOING LATINO

T've hit two new Latino spots in the
last month. First up is My Abuelas (“Our
Grandmothers”), a Puerto-Rican café at the
Spindle Kitchen. The owner-chefs are Luis
Martinez and Monica Martinez, who have
been hosting pop-ups for nearly two years.
If you're not familiar with the Spindle, it's a
bike shop attached to a dining space in the
Studioplex. It has hosted innumerable pop-
ups and short-term tenants, but My Abuelas
will be there for a year.

My Abuelas is not the first Puerto Rican
venue in Atlanta. Hector Santiago of Pura
Vida (RLP), El Super Pan, and the new
(more Mexican) El Burro Pollo set the bar
here, but My Abuelas may give him a run
for the money. The Abuelas menu is brief
and changes frequently. During my recent
visit, three entrees were offered. Two of
them were vegetarian lasagna (pastelon), one
vegan and one not. The third entrée, which
‘my companion and T both ordered, was per-
nil — marinated, roasted pork. It was super
juicy but I missed the crunchy skin that
usually distinguishes the dish. It was served

g
g

TWISTED BUT TASTY: The churros at Lazy Llama. Crispy, crunchy, awaiting a bath

in dulce de leche sauce.

with tasty red beans and rice and basically
tasteless, dry tostones. I have to say that the
kitchen needs to work on presentation. Our
(paper) plates were dominated by the bowl
of rice and beans, while the pernil seemed
1o be hiding off to the side, masquerading as
a smooth stone. It proved to be a larger por-
tion than it looked. And that’s a good thing,
given that the entrees are $15 each. Part of
that is due to the
restaurant’ use
of sourced ingre-
dients.

You can easily
reduce the cost by
grazing on start-
ers and sweets. [
ordered a chicken
empanada that
was huge and —
no joke — among
the best I've ever
eaten. Others are
available stuffed
with meat or a
meat substitute.
Two of these
‘would make an
adequate lunch

— especially if
you order des-
sert, which you
should. La Dolce
Madness, a bak-
ery, has joined
My Abuelas at

001508 44112

the Spindle. Definitely try the tres leches,

a huge serving that you will devour all on
your own. Because of a mix-up in our or-
ders, Monica Martinez gave me a free, cakey
pastry with, I think, a guava topping. It
deserves praise, but I can't imagine anything
better than the tres leches. (My Abuelas, 659
Auburn Ave, 404-823-2046 thespindleatl.
com)

T've also visited Lazy Llama Cantina,
a Tex-Mex pub that has replaced Hobnob
at the corner of Piedmont and Monroe.
Although T was annoyed that nobody could
explain the name of the place, I did like
most of the food. Consulting chef Jeffrey
Gardner has created a menu of impressive
tacos. I especially recommend the al pastor
and the carne asada. These, like everything
else, are composed in the kitchen so that
you don't get to ruin them by dumping, say,
red sauce on top of green sauce fetched
from a salsa bar.

T also liked a gigantic quesadilla filled
‘with charred corn, browned mushrooms,
red and green peppers, and a very small
amount of cheese. I've sampled one dessert
— the churros. They are fried until super-
crunchy and served with chocolate and
caramel sauces. The bar has a gigantic menu
of tequilas, and the staff is great. They serve
brunch on weekends, and there are regular
nightly events. There are 20 TV screens for
‘watching sports and about 12 portraits of
1lamas you can talk to after the mescal kicks
in. (Lazy Llama, 1551 Piedmont Ave., 404-
968-2288, lazyllamacantina.com) —CL—
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THE BLOTTER: Toilet paper blues

And other tales of life in the ATL

LAUREN KEATING
ILLUSTRATION BY
TRAY BUTLER

n aflash, all of Atlantas population
became obsessed with one thing: Wip-
ing their asses. And consumed with
fear over supplies running out for said

ass-wiping, Toilet-paper thievery reports

suddenly surpassed reports of more conven-
tionally appealing items for bandits, like flat-
screen TVs. And it wasn't just experienced
robbers with TP on the brain: A seemingly
sane and wholesome-looking elderly grand-
father knocked innocent children to the
ground for a single roll of Quilted Northern

Ultra-Plush.

Grocery store parking lots across ATL
abruptly transformed into bitch-slap combat
zones, one pitting a suburban housewife
versus a bearded urban hipster with a man-
bun — with both sides madly wrestling over
18-packs of Charmin Ultra-Soft 2-Ply Mega
Rolls.

Of course, it’s not just in the ATL. More
than 3,000 miles away, the police depart-
ment in Newport, Oregon got fed up with
fielding ‘emergency” calls over toilet-paper
shortages. “It’s hard to believe that we even
have to post this,” Newport police wrote on
Facebook. “Do not call g-1-1 just because
'you ran out of toilet paper. You will survive
‘without our assistance. In fact, history of-
fers you many other options in your time
of need if you cannot find a roll: Mayans
used corncobs ... Farmers used pages from
the Farmers Almanac”” The police post goes
on to suggest “grocery receipts, newspaper,
cloth rags, lace, cotton balls, and that empty
toilet paper roll sitting in front of you ... Just
don't call 9-1-1. We cannot bring you toilet
paper.”

Humanity still hasn't recovered.

ALL THAT GLITTERS: One evening,
a35-year-old woman was walking in down-
‘town Atlanta, past the horse-driven carriages
lined up for tourist rides on Luckie Street.
Suddenly, “a horse bit her right arm.”

A cop noted: “The woman described the
horse as a 17-hand draft Paint color horse
with black and white spots and gold glitter
polish(ed) hooves.”

The horse’s handler — a man with a short
haircut — asked the bitten woman if she
‘wanted a free carriage ride, to make up for

the horse bite. No thanks, said the woman,
refusing the bonus ride.

Also, she refused to go to the emergency
room, insisting the horse bite wasn't that
bad. The reporting officer noted clearly vis-
ible bruises and abrasions on the woman's
right arm.

REVENGE WITH CONDIMENTS: A
20-year-old man walked into the Grant Park
Police Department to report a dispute with
his girlfriend. He said he posted something
on social media that his girlfriend did not
agree with, and she began to accuse him of
cheating. “Since then, she has texted him
multiple times, threatening to send nude
pictures of him to his mother and calling his
job” the reporting cop noted. “He believes
she also trashed his vehicle by tossing mus-
tard all over it”

The boyfriend had proof, showing texts
and video to cops. He said he would try to
get a restraining order.

MASTER OF THE OBVIOUS: Around
midnight in Grant Park, a cop peered out a
Zone 3 precinct window — and spotted a
blue Nissan Altima idling at the intersection
of Cherokee and Atlanta avenues. Other cars
piled up *behind the Nissan, honking their
horns to get the vehicle to move,” the obser-
vant cop noted.

The cop walked outside to check it out.
“T approached the vehicle and saw a man
slumped over the driver seat. I then started
knocking on the windows, but got no re-
sponse from the driver. I then went to the
driver’s side of the vehicle and opened the
door and started shaking (the driver) ... after

about 20 seconds of shaking him, he finally
responded.”

The cop asked: Did you have any alco-
holic drinks tonight?

The driver: Yes, I did.

“He then stepped out (of the car) and
could barely keep his balance. Medics ar-
rived, examined him, and said he wastit
injured, just drunk.

Just to review: Not only did this gentle-
man pass out in his car around midnight,
directly in front of the Grant Park police sta-
tion. He also did so a) in his girlfriend’s car
and b) while driving on a suspended license.
Talk about making cops’ jobs super-easy.

The man was arrested and charged with
aDUI Less Safe; impeding the flow of traf-
fic; and driving with a suspended license.
His girlfriend was allowed to come pick

up her Nissan Altima before her boyfriend
‘went to jail.

GOOD MORNING, SUNSHINE
MAN! In the Old Fourth Ward around 7:30
am, a 31-year-old woman called police to
her apartment on Linden Avenue. “(She) said
she woke up to get ready for the day before
her boyfriend (and father of her child); a
cop noted: The girlfriend said her boyfriend
‘woke up and was upset that he overslept
and was now late for work — and blamed
her for not waking him up ... so he flipped
over her mattress and dresser, upside down,”
the cop noted. “The boyfriend then grabbed
the blinds in their bedroom, ripping and
removing several sections of blinds from
the window.” The girlfriend started to call

911 — and her boyfriend punched a hole in
the hallway wall and left the apartment. She
‘wast sure where he went.

Cops noted that the girlfriend wasn't
concerned or afraid about her personal safe-
ty ... but she wanted a police report because
her angry lover had damaged items belong-
ing to the apartment management company,
like the wall and blinds. “(The girlfriend) said
her boyfriend has anger issues but has never
put his hands on her,” the cop noted.

CHIP ON THE SHOULDER? In the
Joyland neighborhood, an argument between
a customer and a store manager broke out
at a convenience store on Pryor Road. A
29-year-old woman said she bought some
Lays Potato Chips for her and her children.
The woman said she and her kids were
eating the bag of chips when she realized
the bottom of the bag contained more than
chips. “When she opened it, dead ants were
in the bottom of the chip bag.”

The woman wanted a refund for her in-
sect-infested potato chips. And she wanted
a full refund for everything she bought at
the store : $12. The store manager refused to
give her any refund.

A cop showed up and heard both sides. I
informed (the woman) that shed have to take
up a claim with Lays Company,” the report-
ing officer noted.

BITTER FRUIT: On Auburn Avenue, a
grocery store owner said a local drug dealer
named “Fruit” was harassing a male custom-
er in his 60s who was withdrawing money
from the ATM located inside the store. The
customer complained to the grocery-store
owner - and suddenly Fruit intruded and got
upset because he falsely believed the owner
allowed the customer to take his place in the
ATM line. According to the owner, “Fruit”
‘was beyond frustrated with the situation
- 50 the owner asked him leave the store.
“Fruit” refused to go - so the owner picked
up the phone to call police. That's when Fruit
the Drug Dealer threatened to kill the owner
if he actually did call the police (which he
promptly called). By the time cops arrived,
Fruit was long gone.

Fruit the Drug dealer is described as a
skinny man wearing a red hat and a black
jacket. Nothing further. —CL—

The Blotter Diva compiles reports from
the Atlanta Police Department and puts
them into her own words.
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ATLANTA MUSIC NEWS: The Brains redux

Plus: The Star Bar will live again, new music from Nikki & the Phantom Callers, Picture One, and more

CHAD RADFORD

or the Atlanta music scene, and
everyone else around the planet, life is
on pause, as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to unfold. Every music
venue in town has suffered cancelations and
closures en masse. The timing could not have
been more inconvenient for The Star Com-
munity Bar, which closed its doors on January
1, 2020, Since then, the lauded Little 5 Points
music venue and dive bar at 437 Moreland
Avenue has remained in a holding pattern.

According to a March 13 feature story
published by the Atlanta Business Chronicle
in January, new owners Luke Lewis, Bruce
McLeod, former Trackside Tavern and The
Comet Pub & Lanes bartender Dan Meade,
and longtime bartender at The Highlander,
Christopher Jackson, have taken over busi-
ness operations and signed a new lease with
plans to get The Star Bar back up and running
as soon as possible, with most of the previous
staff back in place.

The plan has been to not change a thing for the storied
music hangout, which has been a pillar of the local scene since
1991. Aside from giving the place a thorough cleaning and a
new coat of paint, the stage, the photo booth, and the Elvis
Vault will live on. Plans to reopen the Little Vinyl Lounge
downstairs are still coming together. Aside from that, the man-
tra has been to reopen “sometime soon,” but as of press time,
social distancing and self-quarantining are keeping everyone
locked away at home. The Star Bar's doors remain shuttered
for the time being,

“A proper opening date has changed several times because
of licensing issues with the ity says the Star Bar’s music pro-
moter Bryan Malone. “Everything appeared to be in the clear,
and then this global pandemic began to take root. I was hoping
to announce then that wed be opening this coming weekend,
but held off in light of news reports which seemed too omi-
nous to ignore. If you had told me on January 2 that weid still
be waiting midway through March T would have thought it
quite unlikely; he adds. “But this virus threatens to delay not
only that, but everything else — life in general. Indefinitely.”

Stay tuned for more updates as they become available.

In recent years, Tom Gray has been rocking stages around
the world, singing and playing slide guitar with progressive
blues outfit Delta Moon. After being sidelined in 2019 to
deal with a stage four lung cancer diagnosis, Gray has a little
more time on his hands than usual. Since February, he’s been
involved in launching a campaign to reissue material that he
recorded in the late 705 and early 'Sos with his new wave
band the Brains. He's even talking about offering up some
unreleased material as well.

Tn March, Gray and the Swimming Pool Q's singer and gui-
tarist Jeff Calder went to Preserve South in Buford, Georgia, to
bake the original master tapes for all of the Brains recordings
to which Gray owns the rights. This includes the group’s 1978
debut 7-inch, featuring the song “Money Changes Everything”

SOUTHERN CHARM: Nikki & the Phantom Callers’ debut album,
Hell (But You and Me),’ 1s out now.

later made famous by pop star Cyndi Lauper with her version
as the opening number of her 1983 LP, She’s So Unusual. Gray
and Calder are also working on the master tapes containing
the Brains' 1982 EP, Dancing Under Streetlights (Landslide Re-
cords), as well as some unreleased material. The group’s 1980
self-titled full-length and 1981 Electronic Eden LPs were orig-
inally released by the now defunct Mercury Records. Those
‘masters are currently owned by the Universal Music Group,
but Gray and Calder hope to gain access to them soon.

“Back in the CD era, several reissue labels were interested
in the Brains albums, but Mercury was a stone wall” says Gray.
“Today we will be dealing with Universal. The plan, based on
the advice of an LA attorney who knows today’s business, is
to create enough online interest to show Universal that this
‘would be worth their trouble.”

This reissue campaign will mark the first time these re-
cordings by the Brains have been made available in any format
other than the original, long out-of-print vinyl pressings. Stay
tuned for more information, including release dates, as it be-
comes available over the coming weeks.

In new releases news, Picture One, the solo recording
project of multi-instrumentalist and co-owner of the Deanwell
Global Music label Thomas Barnwell unveiled his third full-
length LP, titled Across the Depths of Seven Lakes. Over the
last decade, Barnwell has played guitar on releases by local acts
including the Orphins and Thy Mighty Contract, and in 2016,
co-composed the score for director Adam Pinney’ film, The
Arbalest. Barnwell has also reissued material by seminal proto-
goth and darkwave acts including French post-punk group
Asylum Party and Atlantas early '80s synth-punk outfit the
Modern Mannequins.

Picture One finds Barnwell delving into a more personal
side of his mostly-instrumental songwriting. Across the
Depths of Seven Lakes (out April 3), however, is the first Pic-
ture One release on which Barnwell shows off his voice and
Iyrics.

“Everybody’s Going To

“] started singing on this record because I
‘wanted to process a lot of what I have been
going through over the last couple of years,” he
says. “Trying to be more creative than I have
been — I haven' done lyrics in maybe 10 years.
T just wanted that connection again. When
you play stuff live, people really connect with
vocals a lot,” he adds. “ And I wanted to make
something that I would personally want to lis-
ten to multiple times.”

In other new releases news, 4-IZE recently
dropped a new album, titled Look Into My
IZE, which he describes as “the most hip-hop
album of 2020.” The album features collabora-
tions with a bevy of heavy-hitters including
the late Sean Price, Rapper Big Pooh, Talib
Kweli, Sefior Kaos, J-Live, Shawnna, and
the almighty Ludactis, the latter of whom
tears it up on the song “Shit On Deez Niggaz."
Guest producers on the album include Floyd
the Locsmif, Swizz Beatz, Illastrate, gth
‘Wonder, J.US.T.I.C.E. League, D.R.U.G.S.
Beats, and Planet Asia.

“Music has always been an informal method of therapy, be-
ing noted as an excellent power to expel diseases, as well as a
sovereign remedy against despair and melancholy,’ 41ZE says
in a press release. “For the listener as well as the artist.”

Under the direction of Sarajevo-born guitarist Eddie Beho,
Sataras Quartet has spent the last few years fleshing out a
singular repertoire of Southern European jazz and folk music
inflections, American blues, and improvisation. In April, the
group unveiled its debut album, Errors and Omissions. The
albunis arrival was also accompanied by a new two-song EP
by the groups rhythm section of Colin Bragg and Blake Helton,
titled Mask Mania.

April 3 also marks the arrival of Nikki & the Phantom
Callers’ debut album, titled Everybody’s Going to Hell (But
You and Me). The albuns first proper single, “Fallen Angel, is
accompanied by a video directed by Video Rahim and Ashley
Simpson, and premiered in March via Wide Open Country.
The album finds the countrypolitan rockers reveling in a cre-
ative, upbeat blend of modern indie and timeless Southern
rock influences in songs with titles such as “Howl With Me,”
“Mamas Should Know;” and “They've Never Walked Through
Shadows.”

“Your first album is always kind of like your first set list,”
says singer and guitarist Nikki Speake. “You gather up what
you have and see how it all fits together. Some of the songs
‘Were Written 20 years ago, most were written and recorded
‘within the last year. When I write songs, it's sort of like a ther-
apy session,” Speake adds. “I'm trying to get through what's on
my mind, and everyone in the group seems to be on the same
‘musical wavelength. We donit have to think about it much, and
‘weTe just trying to have fun with it.”

For the time being, release shows are being postponed
through April and May. Stay tuned for more announcements
coming soon.

Send Atlanta music news tips to chad.radford@creative-
loafing.com.

TIWIN NISAVC
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HIV MEDICINE IS ONE PART OF IT.

Reasons to ask your doctor about DOVATO:

DOVATO can help you reach and then stay undetectable* with just
2 medicines in 1 pill. That means fewer medicinest in your body while
taking DOVATO

You can take it any time of day with or without food (around the \
same time each day)—giving you flexibility

DOVATO is a once-a-day complete treatment for adults who are new
to HIV-1 medicine.

Results may vary.

*Undetectable means reducing the HIV in your blood ALPHONSO*
to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).
TAs compared with 3-drug regimens. Living with HIV

ODovato

® Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome)
can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may
get stronger and begin to fight infections that have been hidden in your body
for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having
new symptoms after you start taking DOVATO.

* The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache;
diarrhea; nausea; trouble sleeping; and tiredness.

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for

medical advice about side effects. You are encouraged to report negative

side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch,

or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

® Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

* Go to DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get
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ATL UNTRAPPED:
LoKii AD is taking everything you’ve got

The Eastside artist embraces his duality with a fiery new record

JOSHUA ROBINSON

ICK. TICK. TICK. TICK. TICK.
TICK. TICK. TICK.

For the first six seconds of LoKii

ADS latest single, “Juug,” the sound
of a clock is all that reverberates throughout
an otherwise empty soundscape. Time is
ticking, setting a tone of urgency that builds
as soon as the 20-year-old artist delivers
the cold opening lines — “I got folks in the
6, folks in the 1/Bro in the 3 hit the coast
like Lebron/Big bro in the hills, lil bro in
the slums/They down to pull up whenever
T want”

A nod to the scamming, robbing, and
finessing that LoKii witnessed while grow-
ing up in DeKalb County, “fuug” perfectly
captures the frantic energy of its subject
matter and features an exuberant hook that
channels a bittersweet fondness for what
many listeners know all too well.

“I remember when I was four or five
years old, T was outside when somebody
literally walked up and stole someone’s AC
unit,” he says, laughing. ‘I was just watching
it happen until my uncle finally told me to
go back inside”

No longer the naive bystander of his
childhood in Redan, LoKii embodies the
chaos around him on his latest single, shar-
ing stories over its sinister synths. Tongue-
twisting wordplay parallels the expositions
about his studies at Georgia Tech and time
spent working at UPS with sly references
to guns and drug dealing. Initially, LoKii ap-
pears to be a good kid trapped in a mad city,
but after meeting with him, it’s clear that
he’s actually the one facilitating the stickup.
‘What he wants is your immediate attention
and support.

Born Antonio Lucas, LoKii AD is a pro-
ducer, singer, rapper, and songwriter who
specializes in creating trap-inspired R&B
and lyrically robust hip-hop. Inspired by
both his low-key nature as well as the Norse
god Loki, his stage name is just the tip of
the iceberg when it comes to the duality
that characterizes his existence as an artist
and a young man.

“Tkind of relate to the god of mischief

because my mellow attitude is deceiving
LoKii says. “If you see me in public and go

back and listen to some of my tracks, you'll
think, ‘Dang, is this the same dude?”

Yet somehow, it is the same dude. LoKii
studies mechanical engineering at Georgia
Tech while simultaneously knocking out
performances at events featuring well-
Kknown rising hip-hop and R&B acts such as
‘Wave Chapelle, Melodik, and Josh Waters.
It's incredible how his warring worlds in-
tersect so gracefully, but LoKii has a lot of
experience in code-switching.

Throughout his primary and secondary
education, he sidestepped the typical school-
to-school pipeline that most of his class-
mates followed. He attended elementary
school at Eldridge L. Miller, middle school
at Stephenson, and high school at Arabia
Mountain. As a result, he became comfort-
able being the new kid.

“All my life I've been used to starting
over,” LoKii admits. “Every single time, T
had to make completely brand-new friends.
T had to readjust and adapt [in order] to try
and find a way to mesh with new people.”

Applying those tactics to his music, he
began to approach his diverging interests in
rap and R&B as if they were different lan-
guages, ultimately separating the two sides
of his musical identity in his output. Al-
though he had built a buzz on his Instagram
by posting well-received freestyle videos,
LoKii opted to release the R&B-laden record
M T last summer. The project didn't feature
any rapping from the Redan-bred artist, but
it gained steam nevertheless.

“After T put out M T, I was really just
putting out R&B for about six months,” he
says. ‘I told myself that I've gotta go back to
all of who Tam.

Now — due to the mischievous satisfac-
tion he gets from twisting the expectations
of his listeners, an inward yearning to show
off his lyrical chops, and the turn of a new
decade — LoKii has embraced his duality
as a singer and a rapper in “Juug,” his first
statement of 2020. The explosive two-min-
ute single, delivered alongside a companion
music video, amassed over 13,000 views in
the first month.

The brainchild of LoKii and his cousin

Khalid Johnson, the video showcases the
20-year-olds deep cultural roots in DeKalb

and experiences attending college at Geor-
gia Tech. Clips of Glenwood Road and a
Mrs. Winners restaurant add character to
the visual just as much as the scenes shot
on Tech's campus, with pop-culture refer-
ences to Pulp Fiction and King
Vader's viral videos adding
welcome doses of comedy

and stylistic flare,

For the Eastside art-
ist, now is not the time
o rest. Hard at work on
his most versatile project
yet, LoKii is eyeing a fall
release for the upcoming
record but reveals that
additional singles
are scheduled
to release
over the
coming
‘weeks

and months.

An artist who envisions platinum
plaques and Grammy nominations on the
horizon, LoKii AD’ set-up is clear when he
recites the final line of “Juug”: “We finna hit,

T got a hunch.” Whether or not
you're cool with it, he’s tak-
ing your streams, your

views, and everything
you've got to help him
reach his dreams.
Give it up — the
clock is ticking.
—CL—

Nosnzeoy vnHsOC

QUIET & BOLD:

The subdued
multi-hyphenate 1s
a creative force to
be reckoned with.
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Every week, Creative Loafing invites musicians to perform
Live from The Archives. Catch these shows streaming live at
Noon on our facebook page, or anytime on CreativeLoafing.com.
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BLUES & BEYOND: “PICTURES” THIS!

Atlanta Blues Challenge champ Mandi Strachota releases an eclectic new album

HAL HOROWITZ

tlanta has plenty of talented roots
and blues singers. Mandi Strachota
might be the best.

At least that's the opinion
of judges that voted her winner of 2019%
Atlanta Blues Challenge (for solo/duo
act) sending her to represent this city in
the prestigious International Blues Chal-
lenge held in Memphis in February of this
year. While she didn't win in her category,
Strachota advanced to the semi-finals. She
‘was also chosen Best Acoustic Artist (read-
er's choice) in CL's annual Best of Atlanta
listings, recently opened Delbert McClintonls
Atlanta show, and is currently on a national
tour to promote her third release, Pictures,
which dropped in early March. It has taken
‘years and lots of one-nighters, both with
and without her band, but as of 2020, Mandi
Strachota is well on her way.

‘What makes her path more difficult, but
ultimately more rewarding, is her wide range
of styles. While blues accounts for a large
part of her approach, Strachotas talents are
far broader. Soul, jazz, reggae, New Orleans
funk and especially gospel are also part of
her repertoire. Her latest release, though it
focuses more directly on blues, even features
a musical saw (played by local musician
Andrea Colburn of Andrea and Mud fame)
on the opening track and Daryl Dunris flute
fluttering on another selection, appropriately
titled “Bird.”

Despite the three-year gap between
2017 Unleashed and Pictures, the record-
ing process for the new disc went quickly.
“After winning the Atlanta Blues Challenge,
Twas offered free studio time,” she explains.
“So we recorded it all in four or five days.”
Thankfully most of the songs had been
written, some specifically for the Blues
Challenge. Due to economics, schedules,
and the fact that she is a full-time musi-
cian, Strachota doesn't always play with
backing musicians, though when she does,
it can be with up to seven pieces. “I'm all
over the board with that. Sometimes I do
solo stuff, sometimes duo stuff ... my tour
is solo because I'm just not at the level yet
that I can get bandmates to commit to travel-
ing cross-country with me”” Still, she finds
either method of performing rewarding, I
like both. The band (named the Major 7s — a
‘witty play on their size and the major sev-
enth chord) has so much energy, so it’s really
fun to vibe off of them. But solo, I have more

SINGIN’ THE BLUES .. AND BEYOND: Mandi Strachota fires it up.

liberty ... because I can play music the band
doesrit know.”

It helps that she’s adept on a variety of
instruments too. ‘I play guitar and keyboard
pretty regularly. Also a little bit of drums,
saxophone, and violin, but I dorit play those
on stage,” she says. Strachota started with
classical piano when she was four but didn't
get serious on guitar, on which she was
primarily self-taught, until she moved to
Atlanta around 2003. It was around that
time that she started playing profession-
ally — sometimes doing private parties with
Mudcat, then working with blues man Larry
Griffith, and finally around 2007, getting
paid for her own gigs. It has been a slow but
steady growth from there.

The local connection extends to one of
the finest and most moving tracks on the
new album, “Have You No Shame;” written
by the late Donnie McCormick, a legendary
figure in Atlanta’s country and blues un-

derground scene. The only non-original on
Strachotas albums, it's given a feverish, inspi-
rational gospel treatment. She first heard it
when McCormick was playing weekly at the
Northside Tavern where she hung out. “That
was my favorite song of his. To me, Donnie
‘was like getting to listen to Stevie Wonder

in your living room. I didnt understand why
he wasn't more adored. He was a superstar
o me””

Strachotas churchy qualities come natu-
rally. “My grandparents on both sides of the
family were very religious, but very dif-
ferent. My dads side was Catholic and my
monms side was Southern Baptist. I was in
the gospel choir at (the University of) Notre
Dame. We (she and her band) were doing a
regular gospel show at Darwins before it
closed.”

That's just one of the eclectic approaches
Strachota reveals on her releases. ‘I have
many influences in so many different genres.

WOSAHOHL AT

This album is kind of the same (as her

last). It's mostly blues but there are obvious
country, gospel, and R&B (and folk, jazz, and
reggae) styles.” That makes it harder to clas-
sify Strachota's music, other than tagging it
‘with the somewhat vague ‘rootsy Ameri-
cana’ label. Songwriters she has been most
influenced by range from Carole King and
Willie Nelson to Bob Dylan. “They (the music
industry) encourage you to pick one style
and go with it.” She laughs, as if realizing
the futility of trying to describe her music,
or focus it in any single direction. “But my
influences are so all over the board.”

There's a joyful exuberance and vital-
ity to everything on Pictures. It's a perfect
representation of Mandi Strachotas diverse
gifts. This is just the next chapter, though,
from one of Atlanta’s most extraordinary
musicians; one who has paid her dues and
is finally getting the belated recognition she
deserves, —CL—
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